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PREFYACE.

This work is designed for use in the class-room by both
teacher and pupila. It contains explicit directionsas to the
manner of conducting the lessons, with ample Heading and
Writing Exercises, examples for drill, and tables showing
the manner of joining the letters in all their combinations.
These directions, tahﬁ;u asnd exercises are introduced in the
order in which they are needed for use,

The work is especially adapted for teachers of public
classes, being arranged Into lessons of a suitable ]It;ngth,
with suggestions s to the mode of teaching sufficient to
guide any carefnl instructor.

The first lessons are, from the nature of the case, very
simple, and equally adapted to children and older persuns.
To make the work throughout of use to those who wish to
teach the art to children, the writing exercizes, commencing
with Lesson, IV, are divided into two parts—Part 1. consist-
ing of simple words for children, and Part II. of longer
words illustrating the principles taught in the lessom.
While the first part of the exercises are especially designed
for children, it will be well for older persons to write both
parts, as the simplest exercises are useful in learning an art
in which everything is new,

It is not su that the }enﬁﬂl of the lessons will be
adapted to all classes. Some may he able to take two lessons
at once; others may need to divide some of the lessons, and
spend two sessions on them. Much will depend upon the
length of the interval between the lessons. They are de-
signed to be given at the rate of two or three lessons a

waek.
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4 PREFACE.

The principles of unciation and phonetic analysi
a5 1a% most y to thapr;“ncber. It was b%ymd the dgfg';’
of the work to treat of such mst.tm'f; but w;ne mimalultjev
ous writing exercises are given, t &8 near neticall
as p&adbnigwiﬁl our impeﬂant sﬁet, which fmphobe an aiﬁ
to those needing instruction in the omission of eilent letters,
The Resding exercizes will furnish examples of correct
orthografy, and should be thoroughly studied.

This work is not designed to take the place of the * Ele-
ments,” but to be in connection with that work. It
will furnish an excellent introductory course, to be followad
by & course in the Elements.

The style taught in this work may be known as the Lit-

le of iilﬂgﬂ' . The Common, or Corma_pcmdin ke
style E?#hi in the agants diffars from it in the iJE;-
troduction of & few word- and- phrase-signs; the reer use of
the cirole in long words, and & more genersl omission of ob-
scure and unimportant vowels. These two styles may be
considered for all practical purposes as ons, and no effort
need be made to keep them apart, as the first will run into
the other by insensible degrees. They may, however, when
more fully developed, and used by larger olasses of people
than now, acquire greater distinctness.

The anthor hae developed in the following %‘ﬁﬂ a plan
of teaching which long practice has shown to be very effi-
cient. ile be has employed most of its features in his
own teaching for many years, it will be found in some re-
spects new to many teachers of the art. He wishes, how-
ever, here to acknowledge his indebtedneas to some teachers
who have, from time to time, offered suggestions. The ta-
bles of joinings, in partioular, are given In more minute de-
tail in aecordance with the suggestions of Mr. Melvil Dewey,
of Amherat College.

The illustration of the work is by Mr. D. Eimball, of
Chicago, executed by a process substantially his own, and
which promises to render the art much service in this way.

TuE AUTHOR.
Andover, Mass., September 1, 1875,
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