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PREFACE

Tue present study is an effort to discover the problems of
social justice and persomal liberty that interested the more
thoughtiul writers of medieval France,

The intent has been to submit each author's views in his
own words, with as little as may be of twenticth century inter-
pretation. As the passages quoted, however, comprise less than
a fifticth part of the material originally selected for presentation,
il will be seen that much abridement has been neecssary; but
since the excluded portions are mere reiterations of the thought,
their omission in no degree changes the purport of any passage.
Except in the case of a few obvious errors, the textual reading
of the editions cited has been followed. In the matter of the
English rendering, the controlling prineiple has been regard
for the convenience of the English reader. On the one hand,
literal exactness has been sacrificed whenever the meaning of the
original has thereby become clearer; on the other hand, no
attempt has been made to smooth sway the roughness of the
original when a literal version could convey the sense.

Like all other students of Romance Philology at Columbia
University, the writer of this study has found inspiration in
the accurale scholarship and generous assistance of Prof. H. A,
Todd. The effort to win the high prize of his approval has
at least made the present work less unworthy than it would
otherwise have been.
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