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PUBLISHERS' NOTE.

e

PropaBLy no books in cur schools represent, on the whols, mora
effort and enterprise on the part of publisher and suthor alike,
than the school reading books. They have constantly received
contribetions from our ablest and most thoughtful educatars, and
to thefr puoblication have been given the best endesvers of our
most succesaful schoolbook malkers — facts which abundantly
attest the importance of the subject and the interest taken in it by
the educational public.

That thers have yet remained possibilities for improvemsnt in
this department.of school work cannot be doubted by any who
have followed the disoussions of the sabject among educakors and
in the press. Ouwr best teachers have net been satisfied with
the resders of. stereotyped pattern, and have over and again ex-
pressed a desire for something different and better. All this has
revealed and emphasized the necessity for improvement, not slone
in the manner of presentation, but also in the subject-matter
presented.

It is confidently claimed that the Normal Course in Reading
fully angwers this demand for improvement. Its literaturs is of
the choieest. Its subject-matter is drawn from topics which
attract and engoge all children, appesling at onece to their intelli-
gence and interest, and giving them something to read about and
think about. Tts order of presentation and treatment iz based on
tree pedagogical principles. Its plan and scope are natural, com-
prehensive, and in full mccord with the most advanced school
wark of to-day.

A more definite and detailed exposition of the plan, scope, and
subject-matter of sach book in the series will be found in the
# Bugpestions to Teachers,” prepared by the anthors.

The pablishers confidently commend the Series to all progres-
sive edncators, and anticipate for it large favor at the hands of
those who appreciate the best schoolreom work.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

Durixng the early part of the child’s course in reading, the abil.
ity to read understandingly aud well will proeeed most naturaliy
from the habit of talking well. Duoring the labter part of his
course in reading, he will talk interestingly and well, proportion-
ately with his ability to read understandingly and well.

The child will learn to resd well most easily, aad thevefore most
rapidly, by first learning to talk well.

The child will take pleasure in Jearning to read if he has an
intereat in the subjects about which he is to read. The greater his
interest in a subject, the greater will be hiz delight in reading
shout it

It is not good eduecational poliey to simplify reading matter to
the child's standard of unirained expression. It is better educa-
tional work to raise the child's standprd of expression to the plane
of good English construction.

This can ba dona only by training him to talk well. Talking
well involves much more than talking with grammatical accuraey.
It involves structure of composition, — the sequential arrangement
of thought and the use of the idiom that properly and elegantly
represents such arrangement. To learn to talk well the child must
learn to see groups of asspciate thought as entiretiea. He must
also see the relations of the parts of euch groups or units, if they
are descriptions, respecting position, size, color, form, ete.; or, as
in & group of events, reapecting time or relstive importance of
the eventa constituting the onit .

My children use as good English in common conversation aboub
their studies [the recitations consisted of conversations about topics
of which the lessona treated] as is found in the texis that are
placed in their hands,” said a most successful teacher of reading,
Thiz teacher declared it to be most fascinating work to teach
children to read.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 5

The subjects about which the child should learn, and be led to
talk, ave those concerning which he will ba afterward callad on
to read.

Most of the words used in this book are in the vocabularies of
the children who will read it. The children know the meanings
of moat of the words well enough to use them for the expression
of what they want to say; buat they do not know the use of many of
the idioms used. The use of these must be taught them by con-
versation. Let the teacher remember, however, that the chil-
dren must be made to do the talking, and when talking must be
led to use the proper idiom. After the desired use of the idiom
bas been seeured it may be writlen on the board, that the child
may learn its form before he meats with it in the text

The children should be made ready to read the lessons of this
book by work adapted to the lessona respectively. Definiteneas of
purpose should characterize every proparation. There should be
variety of methods in the work of preparation. The good teacher
will give aa much variety to this work as is found in the topies on
which the Jessons treat, inereased by the variety found in the forms
of their settings.

The children may be prepared for most of the lessona by pro-
perly condacted conversation, —the children doing most of the
talking.

The children are to be prepared to read a deseription by first
being made able to deseribe that of which the lesson treats. As
the talking lesson procseds let the difficnlt words, new phrases, and
involvad sentences be written on the board, to be read by the chil-
dren. All of this work shonld be sequential in its order, acéurata
in the expression of exact thonght, correct in ita grammatieal con-
stroction; and, while showing variety in arrangement and expres-
sion, shonld involve the nse of the difficult new words and idioms
of the text

For the lessons in narration let the teacher relate a story, using
the utmost cars both with the structure of the thought and with the
construction of the sentences. Then let the children reproduce
the stary, being guided to the same eare in securing the sequential
arrangement of thought and the pority of language, As the repro-
ductions develop, let them appear ou the bowrd. W ve ek oy Tom
children.



[ SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

For some leesons the children will require a preparation that will
give them information. Such preparations will require the use of
appliances. The children should be led to formulate this informa-
tion in good language, arranged in sequential order. Such repro-
duetions should involve the use of the idioms and new words found
in tha text to be read.

For the reading of some lessons, especial preparation in expres-
gion will be required, Ses pagea 43, 83, 140, and othars. Nothing
but natural talking. the expression of the same or kindred feelings
aa those represented by the text will fit children to read these les-
sons properly.  Cause the children to feel the proper emotion, then
lot them tall, after which lot them read.

It ia assumed that the children will early learn the values of the
consonants of the language. This s one of the early steps in
learning to read.

With the scquired ability to give the correct sounds of thoss
gomsonants and combinations of eonsonauts whose values are con-
stant, the child, after the intelligent preparation suggested by the
foregoing, will be able profitably to study a lesson as seat work.
Such study will be both valuable and interesting te him., Such
study should involve the writing of all vew words and idioms.
The work done by the teacher on the board may be Jeft there fos
reference while the children are studying their lesson. It is im-
portant that the children should learn how to study a reading
lesson, should learn liow to read for themselves.
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