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CHAPTER X- <ni.ii tfeiitii s

CAPTAIN OIsIN SARRASIN came one morning to
see the Dictator by appointment.

Captain Oisin Barrasin had described him-
gelf in his Jetter to the Dictator as a soldier of
fortune. 8o he was indeed, but there are
soldiers and soldiers of fortune. He was not
the least in the world like the Orlando the
Fearless, who is described in Lord Lytton's
‘ Rienzi,’ and who cared only for his steed
and his sword and his lady the peerless. Or,
rather, he was like him in one respect—he

did care for his lady the peerless. But other-
' YOL. 11, B



2 THE DICTATOR

wise Captain Oisin Barrasin resembled in
no wise the traditional soldier of fortune,
the Dugald Dalgetty, the Condottiere, the
¢ Heaven's Bwiss’ even. Captain Sarrasin
was terribly in earnest, and would not lend
: ¢ ithe ‘aid 10!'5 ﬁjs bright eword to any cause
wh:ethe ﬂ:d tml; believe to be the righteous
1 ‘cause, anﬂ uwmg to the nervous peculiarities
of his organisation, it was generally the way
of Captain Sarrasin to regard the weaker
cause as the righteous cause. That was his
ruling inclination. When he entered as a
volunteer the Federal ranks in the great
American war, he knew very well that he
was entering on the side of the stronger. Ie
was not blinded in the least, as so many
Englishmen were, by the fact that in the first
instance the Southerners won some battles,
He knew the country from end to end, and
he knew perfectly well what must be the
outcome of such a struggle. But then he




