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PREFACE

The present study of feurteenth-century English was
undertaken at the suggestion of Professor Albert S, Cook,
te whose constant and kindly interest and aid it owes
mast of 1ts real vahoe,

A portion of the cxpense of printing this thesls bas been
borne by the English Club of Yale University, from
funds placed at its disposal by the generosity of Mr
George IO Dimoeck, of Tlhabeth, New Terzey, a graduate
ol Yale in the Class of 1874,

BE.C.T.

Yoann UNIvERSTTY,

May 1. 413,






TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

L. General Aim of the Study
II. studies in Vocabulary and Syvaotax

PARALLEL TEXTS: Larer Wroiirrite, Pauss Frao-

MENT, AND VULCATE .
TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS .
NOTES ‘ . ' :
LATIN-ENGLISEL GLOSSARIAL INDEX
ENGLISH-LATIN WORD-LIST
BIBLIOGRAFPHY

PAGL

vii
i1

o9
61
13
160
176






INTRODUCTION

. GENERAL AIM OF THE STUIDY

Fhe held of Middle English language and literature
is at last receiving Lhe attention that it deserves for its
importance in English literary history.  Long a tangled
wilderness, dreaded and shunned by scholars, who realized
the dilficultivs and labor Involved in clearing so vast
a tract, and how litile could be accomplished by any
one person, it is now invaded by scores of busy workers,
The first tract to be cultivated was naturally that which
promized the readiest and richest returns, the works
of Chaucer, Many eminent scholars have put their best
efforts upon this great poet, s that to-day more people
perhaps than ever before wander with delight throwgh
hiz pages,

As ir wore a mecde,
Al inl of fresshe floures, whyte and recde.

From Chaucer, interest gradually broadencd to include
writers of lesser muagnitude, of whose works critical
cditions have been puablished,  Investigations into the
language and literary history of the period are going
rapidly forward,

No worker in the Middle English field could, of course,
entirely neglect the two Wyeliffite versions of the Bible,
and some have given them rather careful study, Tt has
usually, however, been for the purpose of asceriaining
the authorship, or of determining the exact relations of the
Weliffite to later versions. There have been a few Ger-
man dissertations on the * Sprache und Syntax " ol various



