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PREFACE.

TO THE LEV, CANON STANLEY.

My DEAR STANLEY,

1 dedieate these sermons to you, not that T
may make you respousible for any doctrine or
statement econtnined in thew, but as the sim-
plest meihod of telling yon how mueh ihey owe
to yomr book on the Jewish Choreh, and of ex-
pressing my deep gratitude to vou for publishing
that book at sucl a tiwe as this,

It has given to me (and I doult not to wany
other clergymen) a fresh confidence and eneroy
in preacling to my people the Gospel of the Old
Testament ns the same with that of the New:
nnd without it, many of these sermons wonld
Lave been very different from, juud T am certain
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very inferior to, what they arve now, by the help of
your admirable boolk.

Brought up, like all Combridge men of the
tast gencration, npon Paloy's ¢ Evidences,” I liad
accepted as o matter of course, and as the
authoritative teaching of my University, Paley’s
opinions ps to the limits of Diblical criticism,®
quoted at large in Dean Milman’s noble preface
to his Iast edition of the ¢ History of the Jews;
and especially that great dietom of his, ‘that
‘it 1= an mwmwarrantable, as well oz unsafe rule,
“to loy down concerning the Jewish history, that
¢ which was never laid down concerning any other,
* that either every particular of it wust be tme,
¢ or the whole false.

I do not quote the rest of the passage firet
baeause you, I doubt not, know it as well as 1;
and next, in order that if any one shall read these
lines who bas not read Daley’s ‘Evidences,” he
may be stirred up to look the passage out for
Limself, and so become nequainted with o great
book and o great mind.

A reverent amd rational liberty in eriticism
{within the limits of orthedoxy) is, I have al-

* i Evidenees, urt ITL, Cup. il
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ways supposed, the right of every Cambndge
man: and I was thersfore the more shocked, for
the sake of free thought in my University, at the
appearance of a book which elnimed amd oxer-
cised a licence in such gquections, which I must
(after careful study of it} call anything bu
rational and reverent. Of the orthodoxy of the
book it is not, of course, a private clergyman's
place to judge. That book seemed dangerous to
the University of Comloridge itself, because it was
likely to stir up from without attempts to abridge
her ancient liberty of thought ; but it seemed still
more dangerons to the hundreds of thousanls
without the University, who, being no scholars,
must take on trust the historic truth of the
Bible.

For I found that book, if uot always read, vet
still talked awd thouslt of on overy side, among
persons whom 1 shonld have fanciced carcless of its
suljject and even ignornnt of its existenee, bLut
to whom I was personally Lowml to give some
answer as to the book and its worthe It was
making many unsetilal and anlappy it was
(even worse) pandering to the eynielsm and
frivolity of many who were already too cynical



