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ADVERTISEMENT,

THE principal authorities for the bio-
graphical details in the following pages were
communicated to me by Dr. Robertfon’s
eldeflt fon, Mr. William Robertfon, Advo-
cate. To him I am indebted, not only for
the original letters with which he has
enabled me to gratify the curiofity of my
Readers, but for every other aid which he
couid be prompted to contribute, either by
regard for his father’s memory, or by
friendfhip for myfelf.

My information with refpeé to the
earlier part of Dr. Robertfon’s life was
derived almoft entirely from one of his
oldelt and moft valued friends, the Rew.

Dr. Carlyle of Inverefk. :
t

T,
honst

]
bl

L=
-
i b
-
a
s



( iv )

It is proper for me to add, that this
Memoir was read at different meetings of
the Royal Society of Edinburgh ; and was
deftined for a place in their Tranfactions.
The length to which it has extended, fug-
gefted the idea of a feparate publication,
and the addition of an Appendix.

During the long interval which has
elapfed fince it was compofed, a few fen-
tences have been occafionally inferted, in
which a reference 1s made to later criticifms
on Dr. Robertfon’s writings. I mention

this circumftance, in order to accourt for

fome flight anachronifms.

DUGALD STEWART.

Caollege of Emsnvren,
1ith May, 1801,
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WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D.D.

SECTION FIRST,

From Dr. RoprrTson’s Birth till the Publication
ef his Hiftory of Seotiand.

1LL1AM RosErTson, D.D. late
Principal of the Univerfity of Edin-

burgh, and Hiftoriographer to his Majefty
for Scotland, was the fon of the Reverend
William Robertfon, Minifter of the Old
Gray-Friar’s Church, and of Eleanor Pit-
cairn, daughter of David Pitcairn, Efg. of
Dreghorn, By his father he was defcended
from the Robertfons of Gladney in the
county of Fife; a branch of the refpe@-
B able
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able family of the famne name, which has,
for many generatiogs, pollelfed the eftate of
Struan in Perthfhire,

He was born in 1721, at Borthwick (in
the county of Mid-Lothian), where his
father was then Minifter ; and received
the firft rudiments of his education at the
fchool of Dalkeith, which, from the high
reputation of Mr. Leflie as a Teacher, was
at that time reforted to from all parts of
Scotland. In 1733, he again joined his
father's family on their removal to Edin-
burgh ; and, towards the end of the fame
year, he entered on his courfe of academical
ftudy. :

From this period till the year 1759, when,
hiy-the publication of his Seottilh -Hiftery,
lie fixed a new wra.-in the literary annals
of his country, the habits and accurrences
af his e were fuch us to fupply few ma-
rerials for Biopraphy ; and the imagination
is left to fill up a long interval fpent in the
hlent purfuit of letters, and enlivened by,
the fecret anticipation of future eminence.
His genius was not of that forward and
irregular growth, which forces itlclf, prema-

2 turely



WRITINGS OF DR, ROBERTSON. 3

turcly on public notice; and it was cnly a
few intimate and difcerning friends, who,
in the native vigour of his powers, and in
the patient culture by which he laboured to
improve them, perceived the carnefts of a
fame that was to laft for ever.

The large proportion of Dr. Robertion’s
life which he thus devoted to obfcurity will
appear the more remarkable, when con-
trafted with his early and enthufiaftic love
of ftudy., Some of his oldeft common-place
books, {till in his {fon’s poffeflion, (dated in
the years 1735, 1736, and 1737,) bear
marks of a perfevering afliduity, unexampled
perhaps at {o tender an age ; and the motto
prefixed to all of them, (Vita fine literis mors
¢ff,) attefts how foon thofe views and fenti-
ments were formed, which, to his latelt
hour, continued to guide and to dignify his
ambition. In times fuch as the prefent,
when literary diftinction leads to other re-
wards, the labours of the fludious are often
prompted by motives very different from the
hope of fame, or the infpiration of genius ;
but when Dr. Robertfon’s career com-
menced, thefe were the only incitements

B o2 which
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which exifted to animate his exertions. The
trade of Authorfhip was omknown in Scot-
land j and the rank which that country had
early acquired among the learned nations of
Europe, had, for many years, been fuftained
entirely by a [inall number of eminent men,
wheo diftinguiithed themfelves by an honour-
able and difinterefled zeal in the ungainful
walks of abftrack fcience.

Some prefages, however, of better times
were beginning to appear. The produe-
tions of Thomfon and of Mallet were al-
ready known and admired in the metro-
polis of England, and an impulfe had been
given to the minds of the rifing gene-
ration, by the exertions of a few able and
enlightened men, who filled important
ftations in the Scottifh Univerfities, - Dr.
Hutchefon of Glafgow, by his excellent
writings, and flill more by his cloquent
le€lures, had diffufed, among a numerous
race of pupils, a liberaiity of fentiment, and
a refinement of talte, unknown before in
this part of the ifland ; ‘and the influence
of his example had extended, in no incon-
fiderable degree, to that feminary where

Dr.



