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DEDICATION.

——

To THE MEMORIES OF

I M. GRYMES, M. D,
sometime Surgeon in charge of the Hospital Transport
Daniel Webrter, and, at the time of his death, Surgeon to
the temporary fome for dissbled soldiers, of the Sanitary
Commission at Washington j—

WILLIAM PLATT, Juwiow, Esg,

late a Reliefl Agent of the Sanitary Commission, who
died from the cffect of prolonged exposure and excessive
exertion in pushing succor to the wounded during and
after the hattles of South Mountain, Crampton’s Gap, and
Antietam ; —

Lisut-Col. JOSEPH BRIDGHAM CURTIS, U.5.V,,

formerly of the Engincer Corpa of the Central Park of
‘New York, afterwards of the central staff of the Sani.
tary Commission, who fell while leading his regiment to
the assault of the rchel works st Fredericksburg, De-
cember, 1862 ;—

RUDD €. HOPKINS, M. D.,

formerly Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum of Ohio,
lately o Genperal Inspector of the Sasitary Commission,
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and whe died in lis service, while on the river passage
from Memphis to Cincinnati ; —

MRS. FANNV SWAN WARRINER,
who bore heroicaily to the end & woman's part in war, hav-
ing died at Louisville, Kentucky, on her way home from
the Head-quarters Relief Station of the Samitary Com-
mission with the Army of the Tennessee, —of discase
there contracted ;—

DAVID BOSWELL REID, M. D.,
Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh; Fellow of
the Royal College of Physicians of Londen ; Member of
the Medico-Chirargical Society of 5t Petersburg; for-
merly Director of Ventilation at the Houses of Parlia-
ment of Great Britain ; late Professor of Physiology and
Hygiene at the University of Wisconsin ; at the time of
his death, Special Inspector of the Ventilation of Hospi-
tals of. the Sanitary Commission ; — and

Surgeon ROBERT WARE, U, 8 V.,

for several yenrs physician in charge of the largest INs-
pensary District in  Boston, afterwards a General In-
spector of the Sanitary Commission, and Surgeon of its
Reliel Stations at Yorktown, White House, and Berkeley,
lastly Surgeon of Volunteers. He fell at his post in the
works at Washington, North Carcling, during its bom-
bardment by the rebels, March, 1863.
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INTRODUCTION.

HE Sanitary Commission, grateful for

the generous confidence reposed in it
by the public, would be glad to meet and
justify that confidence by a circumstantial
account of its operations in field and hos-
pital, from the first day of its existence to
the present. It might, perhaps, without
undue boasting, show such a picture of
what has been accomplished as would
stimulate, to the last degree, the interest
and the liberality of loyal hearts, if this
were required.  But the immense mass of
details which such an account: must in-
volve, would prove nearly as laborious in
the reading as in the performance, over-
whelming rather than enlightening all who
have not been personally engaged in the
werk. The intense interest which the ser-
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vice inspires in those devoted to it, lightens
what might, under other circumstances,
seem wearisome duties; but a minute de-
scription of the ceaseless round of con-
sultations, examinations, correspondence,
journeys, accounts, distributions, required
of the Commission as trustee of the public -
bounty, could not be expected to prove
interesting to others.

The most that the Commission can at
present be called upon to offer, or the pub-
lic be likely to accept, is such brief ac-
counts of single sections in the wvarious
departments of its labor, as may indicate
the general method and spirit extending
through the whole. In accordance with
this plan, from time to time, the Commis-
sion has published reports covering a sin-
gle battle-field, or a term of one round of
visits to the hospitals, or the results of
its arrangements for the care of disabled
and discharged soldiers for a stated period.
There is one branch of the service, how-
ever, which has as yet had no such public
record, — that of the Hospital Transports.
In order to supply this omission in some
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measure, the Commission has caused to be
placed in the hands of a manager of the
“Woman's Central Army Relief Associa-
tion of New York" a quantity of letters
and other papers, containing observations
made at the time, and on the spot, by those
in its service who assisted in the embarka-
tion and care of the sick and wounded
on the peninsula of Virginia in 1862, Pas-
sages from these have been selected and
arranged with a view to give within mode-
rate compass as many particulars as may
be necessary to show the scope of the en-
terprise, and the position which it held as
an aid to the government, together with
the difficulties and the success, the disap-
pointments and satisfactions, with which it
was attended. The plan is limited to the
Atlantic hospital transports, and to the
-—=+=r.period of embarkation of the patients upon
" them, for the sake of compactness and
completeness in the grouping of incidents.
A similar service in the Western rivers the
same year was larger in its scope, and in
some of its arrangements more satisfactory,
but it was at the same time less homoge-
neous in character,



