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PUBLISHER’S ANNOUNCEMENT.

Thip edition of the Course of Study has been earefully revised and cor-
rected by and with the approval of the members of the committee that wrote
and arranged it. The superior excellence of the Course merits the best typo-
graphical display. This we have tried to give it, and we feel confident that
suparintendents, teachers, and pupils will be pleased with our efforts,

PRICE. .

We know by an experience of more than ten years, that the judicious use
of a well arranged course of study in the rural districts, will be highly bene-
ficial to the edncational interests of any copnty, in bringing system and order
out of confusion end chacs. That mi‘:ﬂc:mmy have & widespread intro-
duction, we have placed the price at’ the minimum—only & small profit above
the cost of production. In quantitles of five hundred copies or more, the price
is $5.00 per hundred; and in smaller quantities, $5.00 per hundred. Single
copies 10 centa, postpaid. The former edition has been successfully used in &
large number of states, and more than forty thousand copies have been sold.
It is hoped that this revised edition will meet with equal favor and suecess.

CORRESFONDENCE SOLICITED.

Correspondence with reference to the introduction snd use of this Course
1s molicited, and will receive careful attention. From month to month, during
“the school-vear, THE ScnooL NEws AND Practical EpucATor will publish
‘many practical articles containing helps and. suggestions on the work given
in this Course for the current month; also suggestions on how to classify
the school, use the Course, ete. So far as we know, this is the only journal
now published that makes a specialty assisting the rural and village schools
in following & systematic course of study. We shall aim to make THE

BcaooL News & manuel of the work to be done each month.
C. nr. PARKER, Editor Bchool News,
TAYLORVILLE, ILL.
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

To the Coundy Superintendends of Illinota:

‘The committes selocied by you oo April 10, 188, to prepare & course of study for the com=
mon sohools of I1Hnols, snbmits herewith (s report:

In the preparation of this gourse, the committes bas consulted the varlons manusls now
in uee {n the Btete, snd Yas kept in view the varied needs and conditions of the different local-
ities. Though no claim fs mades that the work here outlined ean not be lnpmm,l.t. 1s bolleved
thet it may ba adapted to the schools of every county In the Btate.

‘Tha thanks of the commitiee are due to Superintendent of Pobile [nstraction Richard
Edwards, who prepared the two years® higher coures, Lo 'W. B. Mask for the drwing, to W. H.
Ray for suggestions in teaching reading in higher coarse, 1o W. H. Haboh for suggestions in
teaching botany, to Feroando Banford for suggestions In physies, snd to B. P. Colton for sug-
gestions in ronlogy.

Tha cormmitles sled dedire to aeknowhedge the greal amlstance rendered them by Messrs.
'W. H. Gante, Jonathan Plper, snd George P. Brown for ald In sompiling, critielzing, and eor-
recting the body of the work.

\ ARADING CTROLE.

Knowing the valoa of good readibg as an edueating influvence, wa cordially resommend to
every pupll and teasher The Reading Circle Work as snnounced in another place by | maa-
ager, K. A. Gastman, and that the gonrse be adopted in every school It fa self-evident that as
= child s taught to resd, good reading matter should be provided.

G. B. BHAWHAN, Supt Ceampeign County.
J. A. MILLER, Supt. MoLean County.

GEOQ, W, OLDFATHER, Bupt. Knox County.
GEOQ, I. TALBOT, 8upt. DeRelb Counnty.

J4. I BENEDICT, 5upt. Vermilica County.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

To the County Superintendents and Teachers qf Illinois:

The committes sppolnied by the Siate Teachers' Association, December 28, 1893, 10 revise
thi Course of Btady for the Common Schools of Hiinois, begs to 1y before yon the result of fta
labots. What expégiencs In the schoolroom has demonstreted to need improvement, has been
aarefully considered, and wo belleve this reviesd edition will tend to prodoos still bebter results
io the schoolreom. We are well aware that to preseribe a course for a siate aa large as I1linals
ls & difficult tosk, and we do not saxpect that it maysuit the wishesand tastesaf 8ll. The lengths
of term !n different parts of the State, the changed conditions nnder which the teashers mist
fabor under thess slrenmatances, will in some Instances necesaltats an adaption of branchis ne
well as of the tims atlotted 1o each braneh, At sny rate, even an ideal course of study could be
direcilve only, not mandatory; and it is fervenily boped that superintendents and teachers will
regard this course sz prepared with the latterend In view. Wa do not elalm perfestion or infal-
Ubllity in the work lald down for the several years, and hense, we do not wish to restrain the
Heeriy of those for whom the eoursa Is Intended, when they can do botker, Norsre the changes,
In this revision so radical as o conftlet with the suggestions and directions of the firss edition,

The commities feels Indebied to Dr. Frank H. MeMurry, of the Unlversity of Illlnois, for-
tha conres In natural salensa,

The sttention of the county superintendents snd teschers by respectfully directed to the,
enstuncemants of the managers of the Teschers' and Puplls' Reading Clrcles, sod we bespealk
for ithase sgencies for better work, the co—operation of ail.

HENRY RAAH, Bupt, Publie Instruoction.

GEQ. B BHAWHAN, Bopt. Chumpalgn Connty.

HENRY FOSTER, Supt. Livingston County.

JOSEFPH M. PIPER, Bupt. Ogle County.

A, 0, BUTLER, Prin. Taylorvilie Township High Bshool, .
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INTRODUCTION.

HIS Course of Study is designed to be used by teachers and pupils, giving
them & definife idea of the work required in esch. branch, It cutlinea
in detall the several branghes required by law to be taught in the publie

schools of the State, The aim of this work ia:

First.—To advance the pupils, step by step, to give them credit for work
done, and to lessen the damaging results of & too frequent change of teachers,

Becond.—To undfy the work in the common schools of the ecunty, thos
forming a basis for comparing, by means of written examinations or reviews,
the results in the different schools, and for a closer and more effective super-
¥igion.

Third.—To keep constantly before the minds of pupils subjects and prin-
eiples, instead of paragraphs and pages, thus practically solving the vexed
gquestion eoncerning diversity of text-books, and rendering it possible, by out-
lining by topics, for pupils to use whatever text-books they may have.

Fourth.—To enable directors and parents to know better what the com-
mon schools are accomplishing for their children, hoping in this way to gain
their active sympathy in the work.

THE PLAN.

Eight grades of work below the High School are provided as follows:—

Primary Grades,—The Primary Grades include the first, second,
third, and fourth years; and present the work of the chart, first, second, and
third readers; also oral instruction In language, number, physiology and
bygiens, and geography. In the third and fourth years, an elementary text-
book in language may be used, and & text begun in arithmetic, the fourth year,

Grammar Grades.—These include the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth
years; and present the work of the fourth and fifth readers; and include also
elementary and advanced texts in arithmetie, grammar, geography, and history,
snd an elementary text in physiology and narcotics. Observation work in the
natural sclences—zoology, botany, and natural philosophy—has been prepared.

Spelling, writing, and drawing, are to be included from the chart through
the fifth reader.

Higher Course,—To aid those pupils who wish to eontinue thelr
stadies beyond the common branches, and to provide a more extended course
of study for the smaller graded schools, 8 higher eourse has been prepared and
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inserted. This covers two years of High S8chool work, including texts in scd-
ence, algebra, general history, and bookkeeping.

CLASSIFICATION.

The classification of the pupils in the different grades is a subject that
must be left to the judgment of the individual teacher. The following iz ap-
proximately what should be found in an sverage school of thirty pupils:

Eeading.—Not more than five classes with nine recitations daily.

Spelling.—Two classes, one intermediate and one advanced. One reci-

tation each, daily.
Xore,—In ithe Bret foor years, spelling ahould be taught In conneciion with reading.

Language.—Two classes as in spelling, One recitation each, dally.
Hore,—In the firet and second years, langnage shonld be tanght h@nmm reading

Penmanship.—One class daily and never omitted.
Arithmetic.—One recitation, oral. In text, classes to suit eonditions.
Nors.—Whers possible, combine two classss,
; Geography.—Never more than two claases in the text-book. Ome recl-
tation each, daily.
History.—Two classes, one elementary and one advanced. Ome recita-
tion each, daily.
Grammar.—Two classes, one elementary and one advanced.
Physlology.—One class in oral work, and in sixth year, an elementary
text for supplementary reading.

INDIVIDUALITY OF THE TEACHER.

In preparing the outline, great care has been taken not to encroach upon
the individuality of the teacher, for that {s invaluable. Execept in the most
primary work, the course states only sohat should be tanght; to the individo-
ality of the teacher ia left the fiow to teach the subject. He should remember
that he is at liberty to use any or all methods at his command. The only re-
quirement is that e do the work well,

ALTERNATION OF WORK.

Country sehools have practiced combining classes ever sinee they have
been in existence. An effort is here made to combine classes in a systematic.
manner and in a8 way that will produce little trouble to pupils taking the
CONUrse.

The course outlines two years' work in advanced grammar; the seventh
Fear treats of the forms and properties of words, or etymology; the eighth
¥ear, of analysis of sentences. The pupils having studied language and an ele-
mentary text in grammar are prepared to begin with either year. Let all pu-
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pils prepared to study advanced grammar this year, take, eay the eighth
year's work, analysis, The younger ones may be compelled to work & littie
harder at first, but soon will be able to keep up. Next year drop analysis, and
let all who are in these grades study etymology or the seventh year's work.
The third year let all study analysis again, and so on. Every two years, the
book or course is completed and no one is wronged. Follow the same plan
with geography and also with history in the seventh and eighth years. Three
of the heaviest classes have thus entirely disappeared, and no one is injured.
The same course may be pursued with the two years’ work in the fourth read-
er, the two in fifth reader, and the two in elementary grammar in the fifth and
gixth years. The oral exercises in physiology and hygiene in the first and see-
ond years, and also those in the third and fourth, may alternate in the same
way, or the four years may be combined in one exercise.

The drawing may be given as a general exercise to all the pupils in the
room, and may alternate from day to day with penmanship.

Three years of science work below the High School has been prepared—
one in zoology, one in botany, and one in physics. These may alternate, but one
branch being taken each year, all the pupils of the grammar grades doing the
work in ope elass. In order that teschers may work together in eounty and
local institutes, and assist one another in developing these topies, and that pu-
pils changing districts may not be hindered in pursuing the course, or lose time
by duplication of the work, the following order is recommended: Study Zoolo-
gy 1894-5, Botany 1885-6, and Physics 1896-7.

No necessity exists for any country schoul, or even the small graded
gchools of six rooms or less, attempting to earry all the Higher Course every
year. [If the first year's work has been taught in the school this year, then let

.all pupils entering the Higher Course next year, take up the second year's work
with the class precedlng them. The third year, all who have not taken
the first year can now take that year's work with the new class just entering,
and thus complete the course. This can be done with all studies except math-
ematics and Latin; and, besides affording a1l pupils opportunity to take ad-
vanced studies, enables the teacher to give sufficlent time and thought to each
branch without laying a burden upon himself too great to be borne,

It is, also, believed that superintendents of counties in which the average
term of school is but five or gix ronths in each year instead of seven or eight,
ean easily adapt this course to their needs by dividing it into nine or ten years'

 work of six- or-seven months each, as individual eases demand. A regular
eourse, adapted to ciroumstances, with definite work outlined, and pursued in-
telligently is recommended in all cases.

EXAMINATIONS OR WRITTEN REVIEWS,
. ' To.enforce this Course of Study the work has been divided as far as prac-
‘tieable, into months, and & svetem of month]y wr[ttern examinations or re-
viewe recommended. T i



