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PREFACE.

The following chapters are based wpon notes
of several uneonneeted lectures  addvessed to
audienees  of very  different  classes  in the
theatres of the Royal Institution, the London
Institution, the Leeds Philosophical and Literary
Society, wid Coains Honse, Battersen.

In preparing the notes for publication the
matter has been re-neranged  with the objeet
of presenting it, as far as might be, in methodi-
cal order; additions and omissions have been
freely made, and numerons diagenns, illusteative
af the apparatus and  experiments  deseribed,
Bave been provided,

I do not know that any apology is needed
for offering the eollection as thus recmodetled Lo
a larger public. Though the essays ave, for the
most part, of o popular and informal charvacter,
they touch upoun o number of covious matters of
which no readily aceessible  account has yet
appeared, while, even in the most elementary



Viil. PREFALCE.

parts, an attempt has been wade to handle the
subject with some degree of freshness.

The intevesting subjective phenomena which
are associnbed with the sense of vision do notb
appear to have reecived in this country the
attention they deserve,  This hittle book may
perhaps be of some shight service o sugresting
to  experimentalists,  both  professional  and
matenr, an attvactive field of research which
s hitherto been only paotially explored.
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