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BY JOHN B. GOUGH.

PATRRT FIRST.

It may be ashed by many individeals, whese eyed will
fall o these pages, why I buve Cungelt it I"I'_'.-Iilliﬁ[‘tl?! Lo add
ane to the wlrewly aimerons aneeldographies extand? I
amswer; thal justice o0 movsedl, in =omee measuwre, demands
an explicit statement of e prineijal incidents in an Litherto
eveiful Tife; those incidents; or, wl least; wany of them,
having, in frequent instaneces, been crroncously deserbed
by the prvss cenerally, Dosides thiz. many who bave heard
my verhal nwrraiinns, have intimated a desire 10 berome
erre Tally acqmainted with o varcer, which, althowich it has
extended but 1gle levond a qnarter of n ceniury, has
bt frnitlil of adventmre,  To grailly others, rather thio
myeclf, has been wy ofjecs in reducing tu w pernianent
forin my somewhat eventfol ]:*rr_r. I maks no pretéusions
ta liternry merit, and (rust thiseandid avowal will disarm
criticizm.  Mine is, indeed, 3 * hort aud simple annal of the
poar; and i the pernsal of thess pages dionld cheer some
fainting wandorer en the world's Tighway, and Jend him
for from the haunts of evil, by tha still waters of temperance,
1a¥ labor will have been woll repaid, “Trath constitntes e
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nrerit of my tale, if it possess any merit; and most of us
Eknow ihai real life often furnishes stranger atories than
romance ever deeomed of; and that farta are freqoently
more startingMhan fietion,

J waz bom onm the twentv-sécond of Augmst, IR1T, &b
# yomantic Lidtle watering-pisce, pamed  Sandpate; in fhe
ecoanty of Rent, Fngland, My fagher Biad been o soldier
i the fortieth ol fifty-seomel regrimens of foot, and was
in the eojoyment of 4 pension of £ 20 per annum, having
frenuently fougln doving the Peninsnlar war, and been
wantkded i e necke T eemenher a2 well as iF 0 Tesd been
bt vesterday; how be would go throneh military exercizes
with me, my mimic wespodl being a broom, and my
martial eqaipments =ome of his faded leapgones T wes
ek destaned, haweyir, 80 =ee how felids were wou. Wish
whial fnilepse inferest have I often listened to hi= deseviptiona
of battle-ficlds, and how have | shoddered 8t contempiatior
the deeadful seenes which lbe 2o pragheally portouyed.
Hiz was prosent ol e memdorable bdtle of Compoo, and
witnessoil its hero, Sir Jobhn Moore, carried Home that fatal
beld: *Llere” he would =ay, " was such a regiment, — fspre
puch & hattalinn; o this siiuation was B enciny, —and
vopcter was the position of the ceocral apd bo: sted” And
theo be would go ontoe deseribe the death of the hero—
biz tnodks, and his bunal near he ro foorts, wabl oy yodge
hesrd would leap with exeitement. Apart from such attoie-
tious ns these, my father seid fow for o child,  His mili-
tary habits had become as aSecond nature with him, Stern
dizcipding had been lg;ﬁf"him i severe scheol, nnd it
bebng impossibleddr him to cast off old pssotiations, e wis
not ealenlited towin the deep affections of a child, althoazh,
in every veapect, e deserved and possessed my love. He
received his dizchsrge from Il;lul army in the year 1633
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My mother's character was east in o gentler monld.  Her
heart was a fountain, whenee the pure waters of nffection
never ceased io fow,  Hler very heing secmod twined with
mine, ind ardenmtly did T oretwm ber lovo f§fFor the long
space of twenty yoars she had oceupied the then prominent
pogition of schoglmistress in the vllage, aml frequently
planted the first prindples of koowledge in the minds of
clildven, whose parents had, voars before, been henefited by
her early instrnetonz.  Awd well qualified by natare amd
acquirements was 2he for the interesting bt humble ofice
sho filled, if a kindly heast and a well-stored mind be ths
reqiisites, OF comse, Lreceivid iy Grst lesaoue at home ;
bt s J sl raneed in vears, it beeame wd visule g T shonld
be gent to o shonl and to onse [ was aceordingly send
Thiore was a free sobogd in the villogre, Tl my Bxiher joe-
waad too mach isdependence 1o allow him to sead wme o
a eluarity school, and, though be eguld 11 alloed 11, paid a
weekly sum for niy instmetion st (e seminary of Mr, Thds,
of Folkstone.  § progoessed vapidly fnomy limited educa-
tion, and bevmmwe o teacher fu the school; two classes, 03
was the enstom, were placed ander wy cars; the children
of ome of then 1 initinted info the art and mystery of
epellinge woeds of two syllables, und tought the Hale of
Tleee ta & cluss wmore advaneed.

Asnost boys will, T sometimes ot inly pelly serapes,
and once marrowly escaped n oserious dismmee. T oe-
coskonally gave the mins to o temper wlich was natnrally
passionate, ail on a2 certain Btcazion, when the order of
*Teachiers to your ¢lasses ' was given, T exclaimed, ' I wish
the elasses were at the devil!®  One of the boys reported
iy remurk o the master, saying, ' Tlense; sir, 1 heard him.!
Ho called me o bim. I denfed that I had uttercd snch
words ; but one boy, and another, nod another asserting that



