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SYLLABUS. .

The lessona to be deswn from this Life are partly direct
partly odirect.

A lesson for the Lectdrer.

Indirect leesons from the t:l;l)nlding_ inflnences of Harriet
"Murtinean's career:

a. Her relationships—of birth and affeotion.
3. Her religions growth.
c. Her work, end the ¢riticiem it repeived.

Bome of i.]:ua direct lessons tanght by her writings. Her
political work, and ita lesson for men. Her work for her sex,
and its leason for women.’

Posthomone fame and infloenge,



THE LESSONS OF A LIFE:
HARRIET MARTINEAU.

e

ON a summery evening in the month of June, in lsat year,
there was gquenched onme of the shiniog lights of car
time. After sueh a lifetime og falls to the lot of but faw
human beings—atill more of but fowr women ; alter a long life
of physical sufferiog, and of such tortnce as conld be inflisted
on such a mind by misreprasentstion, slander, and abuse of
her conviotions; but withal s life full of work, full of thenght,
full of purpose, and crowned with resnlt—on that day Harriet
Martinesa ended her labonra, and cntered into eternal test.

All England felt thet ens of the most remarkable women
that ever lived had departed from amidst ws. Perbaps she
bas had really no iiraﬂmessur in history, if we emcept Deborsh,
who dispensed judgment from her seat mnder the palm-tree fo-
all Isrmel. Otfher women bhave had an cquel and a grester
influence upon the course of evenis in their own time, but not l
under anything like analogons ecircometances. Aspasia ruled
by the impress of her great mind vpon the grest men who
sab at ber feet, snd Medame de Pom wr and not & few others
have roled by the power which prasion lent them over men who
awanyed the destinivs of states; while Elizabeth of Eogland and
Catherine of Rossin were placed by birth in a position which
gave scope for the exercize of their natural powers of govern.
ment. Buat Harriet Martincan was born to no high station ;
her inflnence was not the backstaira inflnence of the beaatifnl ‘
snd intrigniog favonrite ; she was not even hidden from view,
while the credit of her thooghts and deeds was neurped, by
any man whatever. She was s political power in our land;
our highest stateemen ssked and followed her wise oonosel; .
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6 The Lessons of a Life :

thinking for berself, and nticeing her thoughia fearlesaly, she
gained respect for Ler opinionsg when ahe gave them her name,
and wrote words wingﬁwiﬂl power to find their way atraight
to men's hearts even when they were uob koown as ber niter-
ances. Toking into acconnt the effect of her acknowledged
writinga (such a8 ber ‘ Tales in Political Economy,’ and her
't Dlustrations of Taxation”), the direct infloence which she
kad with variows leaders of polities, and the onknown extent

|F‘tnL which she educated men a5 » lender-writer and reviewer, it
will be seen how moch she haz impressed herself mpom her
time, and what politieal power she bas exercised.

The atory of soeh a life cannet fail to be fraught with both
the keeoest intercsi and the bighest and most important
lessons, over and above those whiaE may ba gained from every

i phy. Probably no life, even the most insigmificant,
eculd be trothfolly delinemted wilhont sonveying some mew
thooght, some freah logsum, to the wine and carefol student
of human nature. Bul if this is so with even the carvers which
are &3 commonplace wy ibe etery of sy ooe blade of grass,
or any o grain of wod opon 1be ses-shore, how much mors
must it nol b so when the suhject of study is a life
s0 fult of variety and of individuality aa thai of Harriet
Martiean 7

The lessone which we may learn here, ard carry away with
us to vur daily tusk, are of a twofold character. Fist, thers

-pre ibe jopsons which ere given indirectly by the moolding
infleencas of her life. There 38 & keen intereat in watching
the growth of » fower, of a fish, or aoy other mere physical
development; bot 1here i far more in tracing thangmﬂ

which & mind has increased to its full strength and beanty.

o cannot bub eagerly strive to see bow Lhis one ionlar
mind became greater than ita fullows ; what nre the conditions
which seem to havesided and what those which have trammelled
it progresal Heeondly, there are the direct leasons which
this teacher of men apent her Jife in enforcing; iho lessons
tanght in her written words, und livieg in the printed page
upon which the eyes of zo many have rested, avd have yet fo
Tout.

And foremost among these lcesons ip mme for me in my
g;ﬂlant position—ane which Harrict Martinesu taught both
precept sud examplo—1ihat of compiete candour in speaking



Harriet Martivean. rd

of the impressions produced opon me by her works and the
record of her life. Tm the preface to her * Biographical
Sketches,” reprinted from the Daily News, sho pays:

“The troe principie of biographical delineation . . . isto tell, in
tha spirit of jostice, the whole troth abost the characsera of parsons im-
portant enough to have their lives publicly treared &t all . . In old

age, and on the borders of the grave, what do distingoished persons
desire for themeelves ? How do they like the prospeet of sickly prai
of themug-n.ifzing of the trifles of their days, of any plaring fast an
lowse with right and wrong for the pake of their repote, of any cheatiy
of socicty of il rights in their ﬂerrlenmuimu;kpn_ and inilure, aswe
as of gain and achievement? Iho they ook claim to be measored with
the game meggura with which theyr mete thelr Tellows, —to leave the world,
not under any sort of disgualee, bot delivecing over thele lives, if st all,
i thair gaas ueeuan.dm.dil.im,——m be knows hereafter, il at all,
for whkat they are? ™

Aftor these words of prevept for those who, in any way,
sball spealk of her lifs after she ham cessed to be, there comea
the exhmple of her own bingvaphical sketches. These short
oseaye, which treat of a large propertion of the eminent
stateamen, phileophere, and scientific and literary men and
women who hare died within the last fifteen years, are traly
noteworthy for their candour, and & leeson in thak respect to
all folure mewmoir writer. They are candid act conly in
blamin p—oandour which i &} verjuioe i8 caly spite called by
another pame ; bob praise and appreciation ave given to the
worthy works and the noble qualitics of even thuse who had
proved incapable of resching a high standard of moral and
mental excellence in every respect. Two of these short
memoirs are thoss of Lookhart and Juhn Wilsen Croker, A
reference to the antoblogeaphy will show how bitterly Harriat -
Martinean felt the frestiment which she received at the hands
of these men {of which I muat spenk again farther om}. Bat
no render of the notices of their lives wonld guems that the
writar who gives them all the oredit which waa their duo for
wit sod ahbility was s woman whom they hed joined them-
gelvea together to pursne for years with inmault, alander, and
migrepresentation, On the other band, her desrest friends,
as Lord Dorkam, are treated with & calm, diepassionats con-
sideration, anaminf that requirement of honesty laid down
in the words which 1 bave quoted.

The firat lesson, therefore, which. meets me is one for



