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% But s there to be no end to this purchase of books? Oh yes; and let us soa
when it is. When thers have been redecmed from titse all the valuable intellectual
baquests of former ages; when here hes been gemered up all that preceding
generations had amessed as @ sacred and imperishable inheritance, there will then
remain no duty bat 10 collect what the age produces.  And when literary ambition
shall cense 1o b exeited ; when genins is no longer bestowed by the munificence
of Heaven; when industry no looger collects new facts respecting man and
neturd ; when the forming band censes 10 reproduce; whea the sreams of buman
inteliect no longer Bow ; when the springs of (aielligence snd thought are all
dried up; when the regions of science and of mind aleep in univeral lethargy, —
thea will it be time 10 give over buying books."
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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ir has been suggested, that the views presented in
the following “Remarks” are liable to be misappre-
hended; that they may leave on the mind of the
reader the impression, that the deficiencies of this
country in respect to large Libraries are therein exag-
gerated ; or, at any rate, that it was unnecessary thus
to expose them.

Let any one, however, investigate the actual pres-
ent state of our larger Libraries, and he will soon be
satisfied that the deficiencies are even greater, much
greater, than they are here represented to be. Un-
doubtedly the fuller returns which are in a short
time to be published respecting the statisties of
Libraries in the United States, will show a much
larger aggregate number of volumes in the country
than has heretofore been given. Still the numerous
small Libraries whose united contents go to make up
this aggregate, are, in most cases, composed of nearly
the same books; so that all that has been said of the
difficulty of thoroughly pursuing any scientific or lit-
erary research will remain true.

The second part of the chjection may be removed

-
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by considering that the article was written in full
faith that, to have these deficiencics supplied, it was
ooly necessary to point them out

The allusion to the cost of the buildings of the
Girard College, the Boston Athenseum, and the Libra~
vy of Harvard College, is more likely to be misunder-
stood. Perhaps they ought not to have been placed
in the same category. For the first named,—a col-
lege for poor orphans — no satisfactory explanation or
apology can be offered. 'With respect to Gore Tall
and to the Athenseum, the case is quite different. It
was believed, and with much reason, that if splendid
receptacles fow literary treasures were provided, pri-
vate munificence would ere long fill them with the
needed books. It is earnestly hoped that this may
yet be so. Here are caskets fit to contain the richest
gems; shrines, in which should be deposited the
choicest relics of ancient and modern liferature and
science. May the time seon come, when the cost-
liness and beauty of these edifices will not exhibit
g0 strong a contrast with the poverty of their con-

tenta.
4. L.
Dawa Hrnt, Caunrings,
July, 1850



PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

. Report from the select Commitiee on Public Libraries ;
ﬂ:}fd’m’ with the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes
of Evidence, and A iz, Ordered by the House of
Commons to be printed, 23 July, 1849, London,
Folio. pp. zx. ancFBIT.

: ojp the Commissioners appointed to inguire into
the Constitution and Government of the British Museum ;
with Minutes of Evidence. Presented to both Houses of
Parliament, by Command of Her Majesty. London:
Pripted by William Clowes and Sons. 1850, Folio.
pp- xliv. and 823,

. Annual Report of the Trustees of the Astor Library of
the City af New York. Made to the Legislature, Janu-
ary 29,1850. Albany: Weed, Parsons, and Co., Pub-
lic Printers. 1850, [Assembly Document, No. 43, pp.

30.]

. Reports, etc,, of the Smithsonion Fnstitution, exhibiting
its Plans, Operations, and Financial Condition up fo
January 1, 1849, From the third annual Report of the
Board of Regents. Presented to Congress, February 19th,
1849. Washington : Thomas Ritchie, Printer. 1840,
8vo, pp. T2.

Avropive to our attainments in literature and science in
comparison with those of other nations of our age, Mr, Justice
Story, in an address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society at
Cambridge, a few years since, made the following remarks: —

“ We have no reason to blush for what we have been or what

we are. But we shall have much to blush for, if, when the
highest gttainments of the human intellect are within our

reach, weé surrender ourselves to an obstinate indifference or
l.
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shallow mediocrity ; if, in our literary career, we are content
to rank behind the meanest principality of Europe. Let us
not waste our time in seeking for apologies for our iguorance
where it exists, or in framing excuses to conceal it, Let our
short reply to all such suggestions be, like the answer of a noble
youth on another occasion, that we Emow the fact, and are
ev?ll?‘ day getting the better of it."”

he orator then ventures to mention one of our greatest
national deficiences, and says,—*There is not, perhaps, a
single library in America, sufficiently copious to have enabled
Gibbon to have verified the authorities for his immortal His-

of the Decline and F'all of the Roman Empire,”*®

otwithstanding his prefatory remarks, and the qualifying
terras in which he stated this fact, it was received with sur-
Fl ,and some doubt, by a large- portion of his audience.

early all his hearers t!amlghl it a bold statement to be made
so near to the vast bibliographical treasures of Harvard College.,
It was even hinted that the orator had probably been seeking
in vain for some ancient black-letter law book from the press
of Richard Pynson, and bad drawn his genersl conclusions
from his particular disappointment. But had the distin-
guished jurist been as leamed in bibliothecal as in legal
lore, had he and his audience been as thoroughly familiar
with the actualoundilion and wants of our public libraries, as
they were, in general, impressed with the importance of stren-
uous efforts on the part of men of literature and science, 1o
raise oar relative Ii:wn;h other nations in these respects, he
could have presented a much stronger case without danger of
exciting surprise or doubt. It would not have been necessary
to have cited so distinguished an auothor as Gibbon, nor so
elaborate and learned a work as his matchless history, Our
own neighborhood would furnish many instances, where re-
search has been abandoped in despair on account of the mea-
%enass of materials for pursuing the negessary investigations.
e do not hesitate to say, that not one, nor all the libraries

in this country combined, would furnish sufficient materials

*F‘ither Amea had, made # similar siatement |
have it from & lnlgh soqree, li:r.nhn Quiney Adams att 10 npply IM‘
daficiency, by importicg at his own e—"“‘“‘"ﬁz ww Gibbon relers in
his Histury. In the I‘Ilectum of books left ﬂ.dﬂ'lt.tlﬂ now at the family
mansiea in Quule;r, there are probably m of these authorities than in apy
other Lbrary in tha countey.




7

for wnting a complete history of that liitle book of three or
four score diminutive pages, which has had such a mighty
influence in moulding the character and creed of former
generations, “The New England Primer,” #

With respect to Gibbon, it might have been said with equal
truth, that probably not all the libraries in Great Britain, and
perhaps no single library in the world, was sufficiently copious
to have supplied him with the authorities for his work. Ac-
cording to his own published statement, he was obliged to
collect and purchase for his own use the extensive and valu-
able works which form the basis of his history. So, in our
own country, such writers as Irving, Sparks, Prescott, and
Bancroft have been obliged to visit Europe to collect mate-
rials for their histories, or at a great expense to import the
works which ought to have been freely furnished to them
from our public libraries. It was only by visiting Spain, end
collecting, at his own cost, one of the hest libraries oFSpanhh
literature anywhere to be found, that Mr. Ticknor was
enablad to avail himsel{ of the materials necessary for writing
his invaluable work. If either of the above-named distin-
guished authors bad been less favored in their means, the
warld would nat have enjoyed the results of their studies, Is
it strange, then, that our country has not produced a larger
number of eminent and thorough scholars? The pursuits of
literature are, at present, too expensive for any but fortune’s
favorites to engage in them with success,

* This asseriion must not he regarded by the reader a8 8 mandom or reckless
one, intended more for effect than for expressing an ascertained fact ; for such ja
not the cane.  Not many months sikce, 8 weries of articles oa 1w History of the
New Englond Primer appeared in the ¥ Cambridge Chronicle,” The wr mF“.
mome Recount ol'b:te B I o L:l.la I}n;m pieces in gal. lirile }w:;:in the

ons namsd tharein. In ing of John Rogers, the story of w -
mmm wo afferting piom?;“w mateh) oceupies so prominent & plmmi:?h
Primer, it was siated that he had exhibited, in the case of Joan Bocher, an equally
persecating spirit with that of his papistieni execationers. The origio of this acou.
#ation was traced hack in Fox, whe was s contem y of Rogers. The account in
= The Cambridge Ghranicla® was given from  Croshy's History of the Baptiss.»
The writer of ihat work copies from Peires, who, in his History of the Dissenters,
says that be had it from the first Latin edition of * Fox's of Martyrs," and
that it wan suppressad in 1he following editions, out of regard 10 the memory of

. Bome of the numerons parsons in this country bearing the neme of

gers, and cluiming to be lineal descendants of him of Primer memory, were un-
willing io receive a1 second-hand a statement which, if tree, leaves a deep siain oo
the chameter of their aoestor, Diilﬁnll im} was made for the origionl waork ;
but no copy of the first edivion of Fox's of Martyrs eould be found in ang
libracy in ibe country, Severnl cases of @ similar kind occurred when investigati
the history of the Primer ; and other imporiant matters sonnected with that livy
beek and its authors were leftin doubt, o meoaant of the impossibility of obtaining
the requisite works to verify or correct them. X



