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WHA'T IS DARWINISM?

This is a guestion which needs an answer,
Great confusion and diversity of opinion pre-
vail as to the real views of the man wliose
writings have ngitated the whole world, se-
entific and veligions. If o man says he is a
Darwinian, many understand him to avow him-
self virtually an atheist ; while another under-
stands him as sayving that he adopts some harm-
less form of the doctrine of evolution.  This 1s
A great evil,

It is obviously uscless to disenss any theory
until we are agreed as to what that theory is,
The ¢unestion, thevefore, What 1¢ Darwinism?
must take precedence of all discussion of its
merits.

The great [net of expervienee is that the uni-
verse exists,  The great problem which lia-
gver pressed upon the heman mind s to ae-
count for its existence. What was its origin ?
To what causes are the changes we witness

!
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around us to be reforred ! As we are a part of
the universe, these questions coneern ourselves,
What are the orvigin, nature, awl destiny of
man ?  Professor Huxley is right in saying,
“ The question of questions for mankind — the
problem  which underlies all others, aml s
more intercsting than any other —is the as-
certainment of the place which Man cecupies
in nature and of his relation to the universe of
things. Whenee our race has come, what are
the limits of our power over nputure, and of
nature’s power over us to what goal are we
tending, ave the problems which present themn-
selves anew and with wedimmeshed intevest to
every man born imto the world.”! Me, Darwin
undertakes to answer these guestions.  He
propozes @ =olution of tho problem which thos
deeply concerns every living man.  Darwinism
18, therefore. a theory of the universe, at least
g0 far ag the living organisms on this earth
are eonecerned. Tl being the case, it may be
well to state, in few words, the other prevalent
theories on this great subjeet, that the points
of agreement and of difference between them
and the views of Mr. Darwin may be the more
clearly seen.

U Evidonces of Man's Plass in Nature, London, 1884, p. 57,
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The Scriptural Solution of the Prollem of the
Uiverse.

That solution is stated o words equally sim-
ple and sublime: “Tn the Dbeginning God
ereated the hieavens and the envth.,”  We have
here, first, the idea of God. The word Crod
has in the Bible n definite wmeaning, It does
not stand for an abstenetion. dor meve foree, for
law or ordered soquence.  God is w spirit. and
a8 Wwe e spirlis, we know [rom conscionsness
that God is, (1) A Substanee; (2)) That He
ig o person; and, therefore, a sell-conseious,
intelligent, voluntary agent.  Ile can say [:
we can address Him as Thow ; we can speak of
Him as e or Him. This nien of God per-
ades the Seriptures. It lies at the foundation
of natoral religion. It is involved in our velig
ous conscionsness. It enters essentinlly into
our sense of moral ehlization, 1t is inseribed
ineffacealily, in letters move or less legible, on
the heart of every human being.  The man
who is trying to be an atheist 1s trying to free
Limsclf from the Iaws of his being.,  Ile might
as well try to free himself from liability to
hunger or thirst.

The God of the Bible, then, is a Spirit, infi-
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nite, eternal. and uachangeable in his heing,
ﬁ'ir‘»ﬂmln; power, holiness, goodness, and truath,
As every theory must begin with some pos-
tulate, this is the grand poestulate with which
the Bible begina, This 15 the first point.

The second point coneerns the origin of the
universe. It is not eternal either as to mat-
ter or form. It is not independent of God.
It iz not an evolution of his being, or Lis ex-
istence form. He is extramundane as well as
antemuirlane.  The universe owes Itz exist-
ence to his will.

Thivdly, as to the nature of the wniverse
it 1s not a mere phepomenon. 1t is an entity,
having real objective existence, or actuality.
Thiz implies that matter is a substance eun-
dowed with certain propercties, in victue of
which it is eapable of acting and of being
acted upen.  These properties being uniform
and constant, are physical lawa to which, as
their proximate causes, all the phenomena of
nature are to be referred.

Fourthly, although God i extramundane,
Ile is neverthieless everywhere present.  That
presence is not only a presenee of essence,
but also of knowledge and power. He up-
holds all things. He controls all  physical



