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FOREWORD

Tuis book tells among other things of seven
visits to France in War-time : three in the winter,
spring, and summer of 1915, two in 1916, one in
the autumn of 1917, and one in the spring of
1918, It recalls some passages in past French
history suggested by this intermittent obser-
vation of the present, and—rashly perhaps—it
endeavours to forecast certain phases of French
national development after the War.,

It will be found that, in dealing with Anglo-
French relations, differences of temperament,
opinion, and general attitude towards hfe are
not ignored. They are referred to chiefly in
order to show how marvellous has been the eon-
cord between two nations so diverse and so long
separated in the past by rivalry and hostility.
Their mutual forbearance and charity in eir-
cumstances which must have often strained those
virtues almost to breaking point reflect the
highest credit on both allies, Well do they
augur for the fulfilment after this War of the
wish Shakespeare put into the mouth of a French

Queen at the close of an carlier confliet, terminated
vil



viii FOREWORD

by the marriage of an English King with a
French Princess—

* God, the best Maker of all marriages,

Combine your hearts in one, your realms in one !
As man and wife, being twe, are one in love,

So be there *twixt your kingdoms such a spousal,
That never may ilf office, or fell jealouwsy . . .
Thrust in between the paction of these kingdoms
To make divorce of their incorporate league ;
That English may as French, French Englishmen,
Receive each other —God speak this Amen!™
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