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INTRODUCTORT NOTE. 7

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

“The happiess of life's days are College dnys.”

The author of this work claims for it neither originality nor literary
mexit. The History of the Literary Societies was not originally designed
for publication, but simply as a paper to be read before the Athenian
Society. At the suggestion and urgent requests of both the Faeulty
of the College and a large number of the Graduates, it is offered to the
Students and Alumni of Amherst College in permanent form, in the
hope that, with all itz inaccuracies and incompleteness, it may evoke
some pleasant memories of College Days.

It is helieved that the sketeh of the College Periodical Literatore is
quite complete, and it is here published that all who are interested in
this department of College activity, may gain a comprehensive view of
the Iabors of those who have striven to promote the reputation of the
College in this field of enterprise.

The names of those who have gained the highest College Honors at
Commencement, and a sketeh of the rize of “Class Day,” with the Class
Day Officers, are given, not only as matters of reference, but that for-
ther reminiscences of these oceasions may be sugzested in the minds of
thoze to whom the mention of a name calls forth numberlesa recollac-
tions.

“ Collere  Clubs, Customs, Amusements,” ete., will doubtless reeall
gome scenes of college life, pleasant in themeelves, doubly =o in their
memories.

In presenting a Yist of the Graduate members of the Societies rep-
rezented in Chapter V., and the complete membership of those in chap-
ter VI, we are confident that we are offering the most complete his-
tory of these societies that could possibly be written.

A “Buatistical History of the College” is subjoined, as a partial
table of reference, until a complete “ History of Amherst College,”—
now in pﬁp&mﬁnn by Professor W. 8. TyLur,—shall appear.




& ARCILIVES.

The aceuracy of Chap, V. is almost whelly due to Jonw A, Bex-
NETT, 73, Libeariin of Alexandria,

The author is especially indebted to Ronery C. RockweLL, 'T1, for
valuable aid in preparation of the work.

To one and all the Alumni who have assisted vz, we wonld extend
our henrtfelt thanks, and venture to express the hope that (his meagre
contribution 1o the history of Siedent life in Amberst College may
afford some little pleasure to those who have spent four years of Col-

lege life at Amberst,
Groroe R. Corrive.
Amberst College, July 1=, 1871,

—_——

ARCHIVES OF THE S0CIETTES,

The archives of most of the Societies are imperfectly preserved.
No records of the Alexandrian Society previons to June 25, 1838, or
of the Athenian Society previouns to Oet, 12, 1823, are to be found.

* 50 long missing, are at length
safely deposited in the College Library. :

We find o few allusions to sketehes of these societies which have
been written at different times in their hiztory, but not a ingle trace of

The archives of “ Social Union,

cne is to be found ameng the scattered archives. The carelossness of
those whose duty it has been to preserve these is without exeusa.

On May 17th, 1871, both Alexandria and Athene passed this re-
solve: * Hereafter, all records and papers of interest, relative to this
Society, shall be immediately deposited in a box of archives to be
kept in the College Library.”

Az a result of thiz action we confidently hope that hie who writes
the history of our Literary Sovieties at the Contennial Anniversary of
Amberst College, may have more complete data for bis work.




PREFATORY LETTER

FROM

PROFESSOR W. 8. TYLER.

— e

Dear Sir :—You ask my opinion of the value of the Lite-
rary Societies to eollege students, and, in particular, to the
students of Amherst College, I have no besitation in an-
swering that among all the collateral and auxiliary means of
culture, which have existed in our American colleges, the
Literary Bocieties, in my judgment, hold the highest place,
the Libraries alone, perhaps, excepted. I have known a great
many stadents, who have misnsed and abused both the Lite- |
rary Societies and the Libraries, by making them not auxil-
iary but principal studies, and spending the greater part of
their time in these fascinating diversions. Such students
never lay broad and deep foundations, and seldom build
much higher in future life, than they did in college. But 1
have known a [ar greater number of students, who have
erred in the opposite direction, and neglected entirely one or
both of these helps to a wide and usefal culturs,

The Literary Societies afford an excellent opportunity for
practiee in writing and speaking ; and it is * practice ” that
“makes perfect”™ in every art, especially in that art of ex-

 pression, which should be cultivated simultaneously with the
acquisition of knowledge, and without which knowledge is
not power, to influence or inspire others. Nor are the
friendly eriticism, the generous emulation, the social culture,




