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MEMOIR.

Tre subject of the fllowine memorial, Joseria Srines
UARisTMAS, was born April 10¢h, 1803, in Georgetown,
Beaver county, Pennsylvanin,  Hiz parests had thirteen
children, of whom he was theeighth, His father was de
seended from an ancient fowily of the north of England
Having passed the early part of his life in London, he re-
mawed to thiz conntry and settled in Peonsylvania, in 1724
Hiz maternal crandfather, Joseph Stibbs, likewize from
London, came to this country snd zettled in the then co-
tony of Vireioia, prior to the revolution.

From hisearliest years the extroordinary versabality and
ardor of Liis wand were dizplayed both in his stutics and in
his more active employments. He diseovered a1 restless
apirit of inquiry into every subject to which lus attention
was directed, anid at the same time a taste Tor rural seonary,
an inventive and imitative turn, and a remarkable fond-
ness for drawing and painting. A communication from
ong of his relatives states that before he was eight years old
he had a room appropriated to himzelf, where he practized
drawing mapz and painting, and chat he beenme =0 devated
to the mse of his paneil as to subjeet himsell to severs pri
vations, in erder to indulge that propeasity.
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He continued to cherish this passion for painting till
near the close of bis terems ot college ; and at cne period it
engrossed nearly all his time and attention, snd was de-
signed to be the object of his future life.  He accordingly
studied and wrote much on this and its kindred arts.  Se.
veral of his manuseripts on this subjeet are preserved, some
treating it by way of analysis, others of eriticism ; some
consisting of netes and obzervations on the history of paint-
ters and painting, and some defending the art, asa pursuit
for life, nzainst the objections of his friends and acquaint-
anees,  From these papers, snd from some lettors which
were addressed to hiwm, it appears that he continged to prae-
tiee this art with increasing facility and very flattering
guceess; and that he was encoursged tosend one of his ori-
winal pleces 1n oil to the exhibition at Phaladelphia,

Io addition to this, he gave himself at the same time to
the kindred, and, to a gesius and temperament like his, no
less faseinating, art of poetvy, Did his papers furnish noth-
tng but what remains of his first sizteen yoars on this sub-
jeet, they would suffiee to show that he possessed those rare
talents and rualities whish fitted him to exeel in whatever
hi andertook.  He pursued with this the same method as
with every other subjeet upon which he bestowed any con-
siderable attention ; he analyzed it. studied its history, prin-
eiples, awd relations, and then practized. Having ouce pos-
seesed himself of a subject in this manner, it scemed to oe-
cupy a fized place in his mind, and to be ever ready to be
used at pleasure.

As an illustration of the bold which poetry and painting
Tind gained oo him, and of hiz suceess in the cuitivation of
tlom, 1t mny suffice fo mention hiz © Peew in two cantoes™
entitled ¥ THE ARTIET; prepared for the pubiic contest be-



