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INTRODUCTION.,

Ox the afterncon of Bunday, the twentieth day of January,
the membera of the West-Boston Society, who had assem-
bled for religious service, were unexpectedly informed from
the pulpit that their senior pastor had deceased on that day,
at the hour of their coming together for their morning de-
votions,

His death, althongh, perhaps, at any time to have been
anticipated from long-declining health and recently increas-
ing illness, came to them, as the death of the loved and
venerated always comes, as a sudden and aflicting bereave-
ment; and its touching and solemnizing influences, visible
on every face and in every eye, gave peculiar pathos to the
services which followed.

Tts announcement, at any time or in any place, to so many
whosa hearts, for many long yenrs, had been filled with
gratitude, love, and veneration towards him, could not have
failed to awaken deep emotion, and to call up many exciting
remembrances; but there ssemed to be a soothing beauty
and harmeny kindly ordained, that the bour of his depart-
ure, and the time and place of its communication to Lis
people, should be these in which their hearts had so often
mingled in the ouipourings of his own in adoration and
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praise, and in which they bad been wont to listen to his
earnest and affooting appeals to prepare them for the realms
to which he had now ascended. '

It was, indeed, a fitting close to a ministry so full of blessed
influences, and enshrined in so many hallowed recollections,
that the remembrance of his daparture for heaven should
be thus associated with the sacred place and hLours, so dear
to him, of his faithful devotion to his Master's canse,

At the conclugion of the services, the Standing Commit-
toe of the Society proceedad to make suitable arrangements
for the funeral,

The family having coroplied with a reguest that it should
take place at the chureh, and having designated the follow-
ing Thursday as the day of interment, inquiry was made
concerning the forms of procedure customary on such oc-
casions ; it being considered desirable to conform to them
go far as might be consistent with the simplicity which the
family and the people alitke desirad, and which it was felt
that the deceased would have wished if himself directing
them, '

It being ascertained that the custom of draping the
church in mourning had been uniferm in this city, with
one eminent exception (understood to be for reasons pecu-
liar to that case), it was concluded to adhere to the usage, in
aolicitude to avoid the appearance of omitting any generally
established tribute of respect for one so widely known and
beloved, and that no opportunity should be lest of deepen-
ing the impression of the event upon the minds of the
younger portion of the soeiety; although some were re-
luctant, even in adherence to custom, thus to invest the
thought of death, the departure from earth to heaven, with
the habilimente of glocmy sorrow, The pulpit, and gallery
of the choir in front of it, were, therefore, in simple mourn.
ing-drapery.
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It was arranged, in concurrence with Thr. Bartol, that tha
pulpit-exercises on Thureday ehould commence at eleven
o'clock, and consist of an introductory prayer, a hymn,
reading of the Scriptures, an address and occasional prayer
by Dr. Burtol, an anthem, coneluding prayer, and benedic-
tion.

Rev. Samves K. Lotarop, I.D,, Rev.WiLLiay Jexgs, D.D.,
Rev. E. T. Tavror, GeoreE W, Bracoew, ILD., Rorum H.
NeaLg, ILD., of this city, Grorek Pursas, DD, of Roxbury,
Axprew P. Peawony, D.D,, of Harvard University, and
Jawes Warker, D.D., of Cambridge, were invited to assist
as pall-bearers. )

At the hour appeinted, — the coffin being placed wpon a
bier in front of the pulpit, upon which a profusion of beau-
tiful flowers had been seattered, — two of the fomale pupils
of the Sunday school placed upon it a wreath and cross of
flowers in token of their iuterest in tho occasion,

Rov. James WaLkeg, D.1)., made the introductory prayer.

Rev. N. L. Frorumeaan, D.D., gave select readings from
tha Beriptures,

Rev. Jonx €. Brocksgipse, DD, read the hymn com-
mencing, * While thee 1 seek, protocting Power.”

Rav. C. A. Barror, DI, delivered the address found in
these pages, and followed it with an ocossional prayer.

The anthem-chant — *“The Lord is my shepherd " — was
then sung by the cheir.

Rev. Bamurr Bargerr, DL D, made the concluding
prayer.

Rev. Ezra 8, Gaxnerr, D.D., pronounced the benedie-
tion.

At the conclusion of the services, to which the audience,
entirely filling every part of the church, had listened in
rapt attention, great numbers gathered arennd the bier to
take their last look upon the earthly remains of one whom
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mony of them most affectionately loved, and all revered;
and which were then taken to Mount Auburn, accompanied
by numercus relatives and friends, including the officers
and meny members of the society.

On the morning of the following Sunday, Dr. Bartol de.
livered the sermon upon the life and character of Dr.
Lowell hersin printed. :

In the afterncon, the services were confined to devotional
exerciges, and readings from the Scripturee, accompanied
by the presentation of the Preamble and Resclutions which
in these pages follow the Discourss. They had been pre-
pared under instructions of the Standing Committee, to be
offered to the society for adoption, in memorial of their love
and veneration for their deceased pastor: and being read,
and the motion. to accept them having been seconded by
Mr. WrLragp in the address which succeeds them, they
ware unanimously adopted, —the whole congregation rising
in token of assent; while the anthem, * Gracious Spirit,”
wags gung by the choir.



Avvresy in the TWest Thurch,
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FUNERAL OF CHARLES LOWELL, D.D.,

ITS SENIOE PASTOR.

Janvanr 24, 1881

‘Gopries Afwyrwi‘u.«i
Y €. A BARTOL.

Lasr SBunday morning, the bell hore rang and tolled, as
usual, for chureh. Beyond the cheerful solemnity of its
summons te our accustomed worship, we could distinguish
nothing peculiarly monitory in ite sound. But it was the
parting koell for a soul, to which all, from that echoing
tower to this vocal desk, wae familiar as a household scene.
As the last vibrations in the belfry died away, the spirit of
the good shepherd of this flock took {ts fAight.  It, ton, was
summoned to worship ; not, as i was long wont, within
these walls, but in a region too haly to need any temple
therein. It was invited to engage in no seventh-day ser-
vice, but in the songs of an eternal eabbath. Yet, thongh to
an everlasting rest our friend arose, a mind touched with
Chrigtian thoughts will find pleasure in the fact, that he
rose on the Resurrection-morning: Sudden and unexpected,
but not unwelcome or unpreparad for, was his call: and
that call wae but a translation; “ 1 am going now ” being,
without sign of suffering, almost his only words. At the
age of seventy-eight years and five months, the mever-
swerving pilgrim reached his goal. We of this religions
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society eame to the spot where he so loved to be; and we
knew not that the communion of saints in heaven had been
enriched for us, and that & fresh sanctity from his memeory
was teady to clothe with perpetual beanty these earthly
courts, We returned to our thresholds, ignorant of the
decree of a new consecration to all the abodes ever enjoy-
ing the privilege of his presence, and which henceforth the
gracious image of an unseen gnest must inhabit, and a
bright cloud seem to overshadow.

This morniog the bell has tolled again,— the first time
far such a purpose, — and his children have brought what
mortally remains of their father to our sanctuary, that the
hoary majesty of death may lay down, at the very altar,
the charge which, fifty-five years ago, the vigor of youth
undertook. These raverent and loving children understand
well that we all belong to their father’s family. They are
willing, in some sense, to share their dear and blessed
parentage with ue. They are senaible how large a part he
is of us too, and we of him. They let us mingle our tears
with theirs, They are sure that our affection and honor
gather about what i signified by thia coffin with all the
height and tenderness of their own. Happy, thrice bappy
mourners in their relation to one so mourned,— happy in
all their recollections of domestic joy, of the goodness to
which they are kindred, and of the singular and inestimable
measure in which he lived and rejoiced in his sons and
daughters! Not forgotten by you or me the house fror
which they have borne this precious burden to the housc
of God.

The body of our venerated pastor show?d be buried from
the place of prayer and praise, where, like the musing
Pealmist, he was himeelf ever dwelling, and which he made
the spiritual home of thousands that hung, from generation
to geperation, on the worda of hie lips. The Allseeing



