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PREFACE.

——ppp—

Tae following Work has been drawn up by Signor Ricef,
Profespor 3f [talian in the City of London College, on the
game plan ag the Irioeipla Latina and the Frenmch and
German FPrincipia,

The main object of the book is to enable s beginner to
acquire an aceurate kmowledge of the chief grammatical
forms, to learn their meagn by constructing simple sen-
tences g eoon: a8 he commenees the stedy of the language,
and to accumulste gradually a atock of wonds useful in
conversation na well as in reading. The grammatical
forma are printed in conspicaous type and af full Jength,
a& no sonnd kmowledge of the langnage can be acquired
unless the pupil becomes thoroughly fumiliar with these
forme. But at the same timae it {s important thet the
learner should be exerciged from the firet in the consirue-
tion of Henfences, sc as to teat by practical application
the grammatical forms, Tha present Work thus containe
Grammar, Delectus, and Exervise-book, with Vocabularies,
and comsequently presents in one book all that the
beginner will require for some time in his stody of the
language.

The Grammar has been made ss complete as possible,
go far as the formse are concernad, in order fo obwviate the
necessity of the use of eny other Grammar. (reat pains
hava boen taken to simplify the Rules, which often consist
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of only s few words, when the same subjects cocupy
several pages in other Italisn Gremmars. Special care
has been taken in the arrangement end elassifieation of
the Irregular Verbs, Many of the so-called Irregular
Verbs, which show the same slight irregularities, aro
given in the chaptera on Peculinritien of Verba,

As moat persons have learnt some Latin before beginning
Italian, it has beem thonght advisable to point out the
affinities between the fwo langnages. In ihe Vocabulaties
the etymology of afl Italian words is given, not oniy of
thoss derived from the Latin, hot aleo of those which come
from the Teutonic snd other languages. In the case of
Tentonio derivations the modern Qerman forms, whers
they exist, are gonerally given, as more pactiesily nacful
than the older forms, from which the Itelian words
actoally come. In drawing up these lista the authorities
of Dies, Littré, and Brachet have boen chiefly fullowed,

The writer hes comsulited most of the books used in
teaching Ttaliam both in this ccuntry and sbroad, and
desives to express his obligations to the Grammara of
Vulpe and Hawer, as well as to the ordinery Grammars
meod in Italian Sohools
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ITALIAN COURBSE.

I—TEE ArPEABET. ParteE oF SPEECH.

1. Alpkabst.—The Italian alphabet consists of 22 lotters ;
A B GCDEFGHILJLMNOFP,
&, b, o, d o £ g, b i, j, L, mmn op

Ql Rl SI Tﬁ UI -\iri z'
q; r, & t, b ¥ =
The English letters K, W, X, Y arc only ueed in foreign

worda.

The names of the Timliwn letters are given on page 3.
Of these lotters, &, & {, o, u nre Yowels {poedl), the re-
maimng lettors boing consonants (eensendnds),

2. decents, —There is only one written accent () in
Italisn, and it is weed

(a) To mark n controetion ; oe, veritd, frudh ; caritd, charily 5
writtan instepd of earitite, veritdte, ahowing thus the
smppression of o syllable, and preserving the accent of
the word in ite ariginal place.

(b} To give a different sighification to the same ward, as
la, the, 13, there ; da, from, di, gives; o, and, & d.

{c) On tha third person singular of the Past Definite and on
the first and third nersons singmlar of the Fukure:
aa, ogll amdy Ae foved; io amend, I shall love; egli
armerd, he wild fowe,

Rors 1, —The soute accend (7] 18 never writbn in Jalien, Bot In this work B
Ia puak For the suks af L1 M every [ialian wond, eaoept in
the Exervinen, in arder o imia the proounclution; sn, un &ngelo,
an angel | 0B amico, ¢ friend

2. -Bome writers ase the clroonflex socent () to mark the ecotrac-
thao of two Mai sa prinsdpd for prinodel, sto

3, Apm&rcﬁabﬂ.-——'l‘hn Apoatrophe showa that a vowel has

bean dropped, aa 1" amico, the friead, instead of lo amico;
I inima, the roul, instead of la dnima.
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4, Genders—There sre two Genders: Musouline (mases-
lino) and Feminine { femminine).

5. Numbers—Thers are two Numbers : Bingular (singe-
ldre) and Plural (plurdle).

6. Parte of Speech.—There are Nine Parta of Specch in
the Ifalian language: .

L. Argicle. artieols, 5. Verb, i,

2. Bubsmntive, or Noun, metauiivs, 6 Adverh, arrdrhin.
o nowe, 7. itlot, 7
8. Adjective, aggattive. 8. Conjunotion, songfuncisng,
4+ Pronoumn, prowdns. B Toterjection, fnferiesione.
IL —PrONUNCIATION.

Every letter must be pronounced in Falisn, as there are
neither diphthongs nor mutas.

Y owELS
a ia prononnoed like o (o firfher : aa, pades, 'Lu-tﬁer
a{ Enlnﬂﬁ; & &I wrrde s mend, feas,
oprn) ain and: drbey gross.
i i ¢ En to be s dire, do oy,
& { (oloae} @ inodomety s Bithe, ander
{open) oin Towe - ddttn, leerned.
= we in booty ; by, dumb,
ClousonaNTa.

The Consonants not given below have the same sound
as in Bnglish.
& hefore @, o, 4, b 83 cAro, deor; che, wheat,
¢ has the sopnd of § ab in shersy betors & £ aa ofre, oz oitth,
toarte.
¢ [n garden before @, o, w, &7 o gila, throot;
g Rk, @,
g in ﬁfuﬁmi betora e ¥: as peldre, fo freess;
aeo, dog.
gl whem hafore  sounde like fin BWiffiords | as dgli, fe; execpl n
noglipere (fo neglect) and ite devivatives; when it sonnda like gi
in mepiigant,  In obl other cesas of has the lnglich sound.
gn sounds like né in wndon: 8 bigno, both ;. migoe, spider,
b is never pronounced in Italinn, and ia used
iy m}imﬂa‘u the pouud of the letters e and g when thess preceds
the vowel & of 2.
{B) to give differont meanings to the same word ; as anno, peor;
hanno {Ehey) hats,
§ vounds like y in & pield and ia nsed ooly to form the plural of o few
words in {0 ¢ 68 R mMPL, eTample, S8 Rr eprmpti.
po in acatter betora e, o, », hr ma, scicen, chees,
%0 has the gound of { sh In whame before e, 4 : 84, Beiminin, monkey.

g bud the sound of



