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PREFACE.

Trs Work ia not intended as A sort of He-;:r,gnta Calendar—a
record of doecds ﬂf. villany,—but a nareative of porsons whose
career affectad the eocial comdition of & whole conotry, and pre.
pented the beat illmstrstiom of the eperations of Prison Disci.
pline, gnd the early carsér of 5 Penal Colomy, The present
gketrh embraces o padod anterior to the settloment of Dort
Phallip.

Thire fu another phose of Tagmosnisn primitive history, foll
of meluncholy intarest, thnt will shorily be brought before tha
Tablie, under the tifls of ™ TAR Brick Wal oF Vai DIENMER'S
Laixn j=-1me Exn oF 708 TABMANTAR ABORIOINES." A publica.
tion of somewhat similar chareater on tha natives of Port Phillip
is now in press, designated “ BrozLey, THE Wito WarTE Max,
ANy BT Braok FRIERDE"

Enconragad by the kind patrnnaps of his fullow.colonists, the
Author hopea to ba enobled to bring oat s further series of
wolumes, illusirating the history of the Anstrlion Settlaments,

MELEOURNE,
Jane 9th, 1854,
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INTRODUCTION.

FEARLY BTATE OF S0CTETY IN VAN DIEMENS LAKD

TrE beantiful Taland of Tasmania, the gem of the southern
ocean, was first inhabited by wandering, honeeless, naked
savages. lis foundatiom; 3 3 Britich colmy was laid on
felon chains. With the precedent of Home hefore us, such
an origin can neither be contemptible nor disceputable. As
from the rnins of wirtue in that ancient capital arose the
patriotism of & Brutus, the morality of & Beneca, the elo-
quence of & Cieero, and the verses of 2 Virgil,—s= may
the fair land béfore 0w already bosst among her youth the
intelligence, the moral greatness, the social virtues, and
the piety of the most distinguished of older nations.
Colonel Colline Ianded 307 male prisoners on the shores
of the Derwent in 1804, after an unavailing ettemapt to
form s settlement in Port FPhillip, Thege were guarded by
fty marines, With the exception of seventeen married
women, no femaled accompanied the expedition, nor arrived
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oo the Island for some time after. The convicts were first
emploved in making pathways through the scrub of the
Hobart Town site, and erecting the necesary buildings for
themselves and their officers. Although so far from head-
quarters, they were dependant npen New South Wales for
supplien. The failure of the crops in that colony threw
the Van Diemen's Lamd establishment into the greatest
distress. The commissariat was obliged to rely upon
native animals furnished by hunters ; as much as eighteen
pence & pound was paid for Eangarco meat. The disper-
sivn of the men thus secking for fpod wes no suxiliary to
penal discipline, It brought, also, the worst of perscns in
amgociation with the aborigines, nnder the moet unfavorable
circumstanees ; lost and eroelty proveked retaliation and
violanse. '

The morsl state of this very ¢srly period was not satie-
factory. Itis no pleasing task to review the crimea of the
dead, or to rebuke the Improprieties of the leaders of &
people.  But it is truly sad to ootice the disgraceful immo-
ralities of the officers in charge of the new settlement.
Their unhaly practices exeited the ribald jests of the most
degraded. The abeurd and criminal negligence of the
Eritish Government, in mot providing some approximate
equalization of the sezes, was one cause of this laxity of
morals. An illustration of the times is given by Mr, John
Paseoe Fawkner. That gentleman, when a boy at Hobart
Town, saw the whole colony drunk for several weeks, from
the Governor downwards. The Colonel had proclaimed a
fortnight's holiday om acconnt of the mea's good behaviour
during the time of tle famine, and reveiry reigned for six
weeks. A nomber of violent deaths was the eonsequence
of this shameless dissipation. Althoogh there was a chap-
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lnin on the settlement, yet his socinl qualities were more in
harmony with convivial mirth than the routine of pious
duties, The amount snd character of religious instroction
communicated to the prisoners even in more recent times,
is well deseribed by 2 condemned man to s Jodge ; * What
is done, your Honor, to make us better ?  Once 8 week we
are drawn up in & square opposite the military barracks,
snd all the militery aré drawn uwp in front of us with
loaded muskets and fived bayonets, and a young officer
then eomes to the fence snd reads part of the prayers, and
that takes may be abont & quarter of an honr, and that is
all the religion we gee,™

Before free emigratien set in the system of gpovernment
was pufficiently simple, and the anthority of the chief officer
unrestrained but by the weto of the Governor-General at
dydney. Even eo recently as 1583, wo find a colonial
engctment ‘anthoriging the Governor or Aegting Governor
to proclaim or enforce gny law which he may decrn neces-
sery to check or prevent rehellion, though every member
of his Executive Couneil disseat from such procedure,
Any port could be closed againal merchant trading veszels
at the wilt of the chief roler. And yet for many years the
internal government of the country was puerile and oon-
templible. No efficient etoff’ of constabulary exzisted
before the days of Colonel Arthur, Governors Collins and
Davey were injudicious in their acty, and inconsistent in
their discipline. The accumulation of diserders, and the
eonsequences of lengthened misrale, bearly overwhelmed
the more priudent and energetic Colonel Borell, and formed
for s eeries of years a moat perplexing difficulty to the
mind of our ststesman Governor Arthur. The powerfnl
Grovernor Maoquarie, in 1514, had to compromise with the
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numerous bushrangers. He proclsimed amnesty for past
offencea; this extraordinary document was legally drawn
up by the Judge-Advocate of the colony, The home
anthorities were, doubtless, t0 be blamed for the want of,
neqessary appliances for the enforcement of prison disei-
pline. No sdeguate buildings were erected for the accom-
modation of the men, and no euitable employment was.
provided for their time. Pefore the construction of the.
present Hobart Town Pemitentiary, in which the town
gangs Are confined after the day’s work, the ill defined
boundaries of their lodgings were essily passed, and the
town hecame a prey to uncontrollable wproar and daring.
plunder, An old resident informed the writer that his
loaded carbine huog bebind his desk, a sword was beneath,
his voomter, and pistolsa were ready st hand. Jorgenson,
the eccentric prisoner author writzs, * 1 remember when 1
arrived bere firat, the public-honssa were filled with eon-
victs pight and -dey, tippling, gaming, end concocting rob-
beries. - - It waa often dangerans to walk the streets in day-
time" -

It was doring that Arst reigm of terror that bushrangers
flourished, and “ the most horrid murders were of commen
coturresce.” Une serious impediment to the operations of
justice was the practice of sending all persons guilty of
pevious offences for irial fo Sydoey. Itis true that there
was & Jodge-Advocate, who was, by the way, & military
oificar, but meh gentlemen were not held responsible for
the punishment of capital crimes. In Sorell's reign s
Judge Advocate's Court was established for civil cases
ooder £6), amd no appeal to that decigion was permitied.
To show the fitnges af the individoal for the office, we read
that once, when told about & certain course being the legal



