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INTRODUCTION

FTHE sole basis of the entire moral teaching
of Japan may be said, in the briefest phrase,
to coneist of the spirit of unselfishness. Thus,
humility in place of ostentation, reserve in place
of réclame, self-sactifice in place of selfishness,
forbearance in place of impetuosity, and complete
submission to authority are the principal features
of the Japanese moral code; on these corner-
gtones stands the whole edifice under which the
Eastern people have been brought up.

The Onna Daigaku, or the * Greater Learning
for Women,” which is the text of this little book,
is, as its title indicates, a half-dogmatised precept
exclusively infended for women. The author
is Kaibara Ekken, the famous moralist of Japan,
who flourished about two hundred years ago.
Kaibara Ekken was a great scholar of Japanese
literature, with an immense knowledge of Chinese
ethica® It is beyond question that his idea of
morality was, to a great extent, formed on Chinese
lines, as most of the other thinkers' and moralists’
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