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The Supervision of Country Schools

g

There are 9,500 ** country schools ™ hy
the side or at the corners of the roads in
the Empire state. Each has from one fo a
score of children, of all ages, and with jost
ad good stuff in them as any in the atate.
For the most part they are in one-room
houses, grown old long ago, without many
of the necessities, to say nothing of the
conveniences, of modern sachools, The
teachers are ** better trained » and in many
ways ‘‘ emarter "’ than they used to be, but
whether they have more fiber or teaching
power ia not free from doubt. There cer-
tainly has been a serious loss of forceful
men who now find other promising and per-
manent employment, and who nzed to teach

because there wag little else for them to do.
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T e persidion of Country Schools
These humble schools do about whatever in
the way of drill and research the teacher
wills, They serve a little hamlet, or a
dozen farms which stretch a mile or more
away, and they are governed by the annnal
scheol meeting of the people who eustain
them and by the trustee whom those people
choose to execute their will. The state
gives them considerable aid and laye down
the fundamentals for them, and then leaves
them very lurgely to themselves, I can
not be said that they are nnworthy. On
the whole, they flll their humble station and
serve their statcly parpose very well. They
ean hot be artificially inflated or quickened
without resnlts which will be both tempor-
ary and undegirable. But they are of just
a3 much concern and ought to have just as
much thought and care from the state aas
any other part of the educationsl aystem.

I am glad to admit a little bit of personal
feeling about them, for the first school to
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which I ever went was one of them. It waa
& weather-beaten house, with desks knocked
together by a rough carpenter and * fin-
iahed ** if not ended by boys who knew how
to get jack-knives and understood how to
nee them. The house was old fifty years
ago and still pergists in holding on, in a way
which becomes the mneighborhood. It 1a
where the roada meet, st the foot of over-
hanging hills, hard by a silvery stream
which threads as attractive a valley az any
conntry ever had. The white house and
the rogged farm across the road had then
been our family homestead for three gener-
ations. There a young soldier, fresh from
the army of the revolution, had gone to
clear a farm and make a home in the wilder-
ness, and there children and grand-children
and great-grand-children in goodly num-
ber had come along to put some gracefnl
linee upon the rugged face of mnature.
Character established and things done had
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written & name upon the neighborhood,
There was dignity, repose and comfort;
there had been deep pleasures and there
had been some keen sorrows and disap-
pointments. The people were kindly and
open-handed; their doors were always open
and their larders always full. They were
not ignorant, snd surely they were not of
the soft and insipid kind. They had reserve
power and they aleo had outlook and pur-
pote. Books and papers were not very
abondant bot they were of a kind which
made an impression upon life; they com-
bined with work—hard, grinding, continu-
ous work—to tnrn ont men and women who
believed in something and could do things.
Habits were exact and the resolt: ample,
If an nnregenerate child lost his resolution,
the routine of the home and his father’s
word were likely to recover it for him, If
life was simple, it had phases which were
intense. Religion seldom lagged and patri-



