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PREFACE

ArmosT all boys and girls like fairy tales; they appeal
to the imaginative side of the child’s nature.  We cannot
make school reading effective as a means of education un-
less we make it a pleasure as well @ we must recognize the
activity of the imagination in childhood,

Myths are closely akin to fairy tales, and nothing in
the whole field of literature can so well serve our purpose.
The myths of the Grecks and Romans are especially val-
uzhle because they have hecome an inseparable part of
art and literature. They have a historical value, too,
in conveying Lo the reader some idea of the thoughts
and habits of the beauty-doving people with whom they
ariginated.

In this little book I have gathered together some of
the most pleasing of these myths, and have told them in
simple, fairy-tale style, without any attempt to explain their
origin, or to point a moral. If they please and interest
the child, they will fulfill their purpose.

I have avoided the use of an undue number of proper
names, — those stumbling-blocks in the pathway of a
young reader.  Just enough have been given to hold the
reader's interest and to make him familiar with the chief
characters in the mythical play, — characters that he will
meet again and again in literature and art,  The pronoun-

338543



4 PREFACE

cing list on page 8 includes all these names, and with a
little help here and there from the teacher they need
cause the pupil no difficulty. '

Following many of the stories there are poems bearing
directly on the subjects. These have been selected with
the utmost care.  They are designed not merely to intro-
duce the children to some of our greatest authors, but
also to cultivate a taste for what is purest and best in
literature.

The illustrations are intended to serve an educative
purpese similar to that of the poems. They are repro-
ductions of famous paintings and sculpturcs by the fore-
most artists of all ages, and it is hoped that they may
awaken the true artistic sense.

The poems by Longfellow, Lowell, Thebe Cary, and
Fdith M. Thomas are printed by permission of, and ar
rangement with, their publishers, Houghton, Mifflin, and
Co.; and the poems by William Cullen Bryant and Fitz-
Greene Halleck by permission of I Appleton and Co.
Thanks are due also to the Century Co., in whose pub-
lication, St Aickolas, the poem * Invitation to Echo,"

first appeared,
G. H. K.
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