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00Ks are delightful when
prosperity happily smiles;
when adversity threatens,
they are inseparable comforters.
They give strength to human
compacts, nor are grave opin-
ions brought forward without
books. Arts and sciences, the
benefits of which no mind can
calculate, depend upon books,

RICHARD AUNGERVYLE.
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Introduction to
Helpful Hints in English

—_—

Ipioms anp Errors 1w Encriss

AR oM 18 oot an error, and an error does
not rise to the dignity of an idiom.

An idiom is & eriep, compact form of speech, foll
of condensed, vigorous meaning, but deflant of all
rules of grammar or logle ; as, leok out, lef go, L=t
alone, hold on {meaning stop), I can’t stand ¥, eto.

A Modern Greck student in an American college
would ray, when one of these formas was expleined.
to him, **Ah! That is one of your ddiotisms.’’
The mistake of the puristas is, that they hold every
fdiom to be an idiotism, and woulkl weed out of
the language all those terse expreszsions that can
pedther be parsed nor analyzed, They consider it -
dreadful to say, ** There s & man kere who sells
oyrters,” for how can there be here & If the man
ia there he can oot be here,

Bo they would go at our languags with square,
eaw, and chisel, to shape it to Eystem, as if &
nurseryman wers to scrape off in the spring every
swelling bod that breaks the evem contour of
the bark.

The idom is of ancixit ineage and full of life:
it comes down fiom an nnatadytic past, when men
thouglit, spoke, and lived, withtat too curicusly
aildcg, why, Tt clings to the living speech, and
can bi really understood and felt only by coming
into closs touch with those who join the phrase
with life and action. For the health and vigor of
A language it (5 as nesdful to protect the idioms ma
to eradicate the errors; in fact, we could far
bettar aford to tolerate some errors than to
all idioma, Hemca, when we meet the
with ax on his ahoulder, we call out,
oodman, spare thet idiom (" We cling to the
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inheritance of the Angle-Baxon toils and conguests
on sea and shore, crystallized into the sparkling
brilliancy of idicmatic English speech.

Errors by commonness may masquerade s
idioms, but differ from them as being confused
rather than condensed,

Errora in English may be —

1. In the misuse of words mnd phreses, as of
statue for statule, respectively for respecifully,
affect for efect, oo ; in the use of a good word in
a falge connection, as whon the Irish-American
“regretted that he was not born in his native
oountry,” or in some parta of the West one will
asl & stranger, * Where is your nafive home §%';
or, perhaps, in the use of falsely formed words that
bave no real existence ; as, irregardless.

2. In false constructions; as, **The preaidant
dosa not and never has used bobaocoo in any form ;™
“ Hg ia taller than me."

8 In mistaken pronunciation. In the spoken
language the pronunciation of the word is the
word ) the only element of communication be
tween speaker and hearer is the wutlersd sound.
False pronunciation may disguise a word so as to
make it onrecognicable. A Buston shipping flrm
received from one of thelr captains the spparent
cipher :

“ Orwn o the blokted the vige (s spilt, "

At last they diseovered that the seaman had
written phonetically as be promounced, and that
the messgs was :

“Owing to the blockade the voyage ia pollt "

{Ow'n" to the blok‘ed the vige is spilt).

In less extrenns casos o false pronunciation affects
an educated hearer as a false note affects a musical
sar, with a sense of jar and discord, as when ooe
sayk probly for probably. It is the purpose of the
following pages to justify rome of the best-known
idicnas against attack, and to correct some . of the
most commen errors in English
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KEY TO PRONUNCIATION

ﬂcw«mhlnnﬂ kave the
nida given In ike following fable. The mark - umder
tieT, aa ¢, Indicates a colbogukal weak of the vowels
in bt The mark — Indicates that the
weakening s toward | in pity.

in partake, mongrel, breakfast, fnal,
as in arm, glme, calm, falher, martyr.
in ek, chant, dance, fost, pasp.

i ot edd, man, raondoo.

fare, bear, fair, heir, there,

afloy, aocuss, mldmrm .
pen, BLDasl, sECmse, ferry,
imhnmﬂhﬂmﬂﬁﬁmwﬂ
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i
i

i
i
i

£f
£
i
:
il
i.i

H
H
2

252
s
Y
§§§
gcf
"3

mi
 adduwce, dely, mate.
t‘HN. leciore, naiwre.

ok, eccpiie, chaem, H

r& chafr, mm&., ehi I:I'IE.
o = a8 in e, g L,lq:'u

g ln then, mmoolh,
u:n_fincf sulfnr, r:-.'r:rm, 'langlh.
-n JUR, gama, dog
m]' when, where, whike,

uin Jawr, gem phm.mﬂpﬁm,
i n sdng, E k.
B in Ilk han ium‘thn Eingle.
as in #ln, cu CTPrCES.
B8 in ele, 8, mu&lu, ¢ gal, Social,
am o Ghin, wordh, breafk, phe, think.
aa in gone, la, Hvee, muse, wise.
ua in mgure, tressune, smbrosin.
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HELPFUL HINTS
ivn ENGLISH

[The pih Hld&hbﬂmthmﬂm&ﬂ'ﬂlwm
Ilmmﬁmmnhwi.m
muﬂﬂm Briotasn A

il uind in I.(ﬂ'lil.lh mmcmrut.
m mﬂmm“ dinorition will raid By Wa-
by reference o Lhe keyelinn k@ tho oot of e |

A

m, A hefore s eonsonamt sound (whatever the spelling);
mn. | an before g vowel soamsd (whatever the spelling); &
word boplouing with eilent & (=2 honest, fSomor, ez
taken an, 8 word beginulng with the loag sound of ¥ (a8
umit, universily, elo., where the o haa the sound of gou)
wkes g we eay @ peach, an sppde, on honor, @ history,
a humble worshiper, & bistorick] subjecy, o uolt, &
unlon, @ umiversity, @ vniform; the maer 8 eophonic;
ecend alome determines, Ao sdiective between srtcle
and poan may change o to @n, or the rovers:; a8, @ wmam,
an hooest man; an spgle, a ripa e, g appeul, o
bumble appeal, ete.; the short soand of w takes an; 18,
an onknown guantiy.
aoran omitted. * They were helrs to Lorge prop-
My thot i, Enberlianee of 10 properiy " wae e
fgin the case of each lnﬂepuﬂ:ﬂn * helig 00 o large
property Y wonld imply that they were jointiy to loherkt
the same “property.” The omiselon of "o oukes
s properly ™ peneric, rather than particalar. Bee FEw)
MANT.
above. Beo OVER AND ABOVE.
me-eopit, ac-sept’, 1 “AN the specimens were aoeepied,
ex-cepl’, ec-pept’. | arcepf one.” To gecepd {8 Y io lake,
recebve 'y to sreept B ow “take out, refect Do oot
confuse the twa words,
accept of. The prepoeition ls bere nof needed nor al-
lowed, Bay simiply, 1 o your declsdon,™ ete.; ad-
vl and approod take g aecepd and peradd do nots there
i?nrmlrelh the matier; each expresslon most be learned
1y ltmall,
md-d ress’, poun and verb. Thers 1a mo nuﬂ:uﬂlj fior
the very common proousciniion, dd'drees.

at, #le: el thily, H-we H
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3 el w: t-hmt+ b (zhw : &o; 8

E?,.H




