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WLIVELY Bovys! LIVELY Boys!"
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0l whon [ owas a gy boy,
My diys apd mipghes were foll of joy,
My mates were biithe and kind:
Mo wonder that | snmetimes sigh,
And dash the tear-drop from my eye,
Ta cast a ook Behind.™ — Hoon,
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PREFACE.

— e —

“ Dining onge with a fricnd, whose family consisted of enly himself and
three boys, conversabion with oy host was interrupeed by a viclent one-
break among the litter; and, a5 we tumed, a plate of sguash was hurled
Ly ane at his opposiie naighbor, which ok a pedfect st of fus contes
nanee, My host, mming m me, stoply said, © Lively boys, fively boys,
dector]? and resumesd the remark he had been making, — Da. ThEAT's
Digry and Table-Taik,

N judming the boy, bveliness should not be mustaken

for wickedness, if anybody can stop long enough to
dizcriminate ; but o plate of Hying squash, for the mo-
ment, might well awake a doubt, except in the mind
of the one who understood the partics. The storics
herein told must be judged in this way. They illus-
trate the general conduct of the “Human Boy,” as
Mr. Chadband calls him ; and the term * Lively Boys "
will better distingnish conduet that may be mischievous
without being malicious. Ike, as the representative Boy,
has long demonstrated this idea. The Boy must not
be judged by the standard of Childhood or Manhood.
He has a sphere of his own; and all of his nischief,

Vit 15404 :



4 PREFACE.

frolic, and general deucedness belongs to his own condi-
tion. The Boyhas but little plan, purpose, or intention,
in what he does, beyond having 2 good time. Boys that
think, and have no interest in the doings of boyhood,
may be delightful aids 10 a quiet home; but the life,
spirit, energy, and health of the active Boy, come with
his activity. As lor boyish fun, it i3 not 50 much that as
it is experiment ; and the boyish reader of these pages
will sece how it 15 for himselfl, He will see his own
motives, impulses, and conduct, in the incidents nar-
rated ; and those of older growth, who once were hoys,
will read in them their own early experiences, Boys
will be boys.
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