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Dedication

This little volume is dedicated to the memory of the brave
colonists who, successful at the battle of Point'Pleasant, bad fm':;;ht
the opening battle of the Revolution, in prcslcn'ing the right arm of
Virginia for the strugple with the Mother Country; thus making
possible the blessings of liberty we now cojoy as a Nation. .

MRES. LIVIA NYE SIMPSON-POFFENBARGER.
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Battle of Point Pleasant.

Andrew liewis, who command-
ed the colonial troops io the Hat-
tle of Point Pleasant, October
10, 1774, was the son of John
Lewis and Margaret Liynn Liew-
is, his wife.

John Lewis wasof Scotch Irish
descent, having been bLorn in
France, 1073, where his ances-
tors had taken refoge from the
persecution following the assas.
sination of Henry IV. He mar-
ried Margaret L.ynn, thec daugh-
ter of the '"Laird of Loch Lyon, "’
of Scotland, and cmigrated to
Ireland, thence to America
in 172% and became the founder
of Staunton, Virginia. Here, he
planted a colony and reared a
family that bave given luster to
American History.

Governor (Gooch, of Williams-
burg, then the secatof Govern-
ment of Virginia, was the per-
sonal friend of Mrs. Lewis’ fath-

er and hence granted her sons,
together with one Beojamin Bur-
den a land warrant for 300,000
acres of land in the James and
Shepandogh Valleys, with the
proviso that they were to locate
one hundred families within ten
years, They induced  their
[riends from Scotland and the
north of lreland, and the Scotch
Irizh of Peopsylvania, to emi-
erate 1o Augusta County, Vir-
ginia. In her diary, Mrs. Lewis
gsays: It sounded like the gath-
ering of the clans lo hear the
names of these settlers viz:  Me-
Kees, McCues, McCampbells,
McClungs, McEouns, Caruthers,
Stuarts, Wallacges, Lyles, Pax-
tons, Prestons and Grisbys.”

We quote the following from
the Ohio Archacological and His-
torical Owarterly, July, 1903, pp.
285, 289, 200:

“When John Randolph said



that Pennsylvania had produced
but two great men—Benjamin
Franklin, of Massachusetts. and
Albert Galletin, of Switzerland—
be possibly did not know that the
hest blood of bizs own State was
that of the Scotch-Irish peaple
who went down from Pennsviva-
nia and  scttled in the Vallew,
He likely did not know that the
preat and good Dr. Archibald
Alexunder, the founder of Lib-
erty Hall, now Washington and
Lee University (so much loved
by Washington, ) the very seat of
culture and power of the Shen-
andonh and James, the greatest
factor of the Siate's prowess,
was a Dennsylvanian. He possi
bly did not know that Dr. Gra-
ham, the first president ot this
iostitution, was from Old Pax-
tang; that many of the families
whose names arein the pantheon
of old Dominion achicvement, the
families that give Virginia her
prominence in the sisterhood of
Htates, had their American ori-

gin in  Pennsylvania—in the
Hcotch-Irish  reservoir of the
Cumberland  Valley—the M-
Dowells, the Pattersons, the
McCormacks, FEwings, McCor-

cles, Prestons, McCunes, Craigs,
MeCulloughs, Simpsons, Stew-
arts, Moffats, Irwing, Hunters,
Blairs, Elders, Grahams,
leys, T'rimbles, Rankins, and
bundreds of others, whose
achievements mark the pathway
of the world's progress. John

I"in-

Randolph passibly did not koow
that the first Declaration of In-
dependence by the American
patriots was issued by the mem-
bers of Hanover Church out
there in Dauphin  county, when
on June 4th, 1774, they declared
“that in the event Great Britain
attempting to force unjust laws
upon us by the strength of Arms,
our cause we leave to heaven und
our rifles.’” This declaration
was <ertain|y carried to Meck-
lenburg to give the sturdy peo-
ple of that region inspiration for
the strong  dacument issoed by
them a vear later, and which
gave Jeflerson a basis for the
Declaration of 1776, There was
much moving from Peonsylva-
nia into Virginia and North Car-
olina before the Revolution, and
Hanover Presbytery in the Val-
ley was largely made op of peo-
ple from 1’enosylvania, whosc
petition af ten thovsand names
for a frec churchin afrec land,
made in 1755, was the force back
of Jefferson’s bill for religious
tolerance, a trinmph for freedom
that has always been considered
a DPreshyterian victory by the
Scotch-Irish of America.

We know that Dr. Sankey of
Hauover Church wasa minister
in Hanover Presbytery, and that
he was followed into Virginia by
large numbers of:the Hanover
congregation, who kept up a con-
stant stream into the Valley. By
the way, two settlements were



