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PREFACE.

It has become the practice in many homes to
change from tims to time the books used to guide
the family devotions, Such a plan is reasonable.
For the biss of an author's mind must lead him
to give promiucnes to some topics and feelings
in prayer, while allowing lesa than their due to
others ; and the occasional chenge of book offers
& simple and obvious remedy for this evil. The
present volume merely seeks o place among others ; |
and thus used it way by God's blessing prove
helpful when the household is guthered together
for evening prayer.

It is & great evil when that united worship,
which ought to be one of the most real and
close of family ties, in allowed to degenerate into
6 mere form. This it 18 sadly apt to do, es-
pecially with the younger or less sducated mem-
bers, if printed prayers alone are weed, couched
in such genersl terms as to be alike applicable
to oll families at all timea The matter demands



iv, FRENAOL,

the prayerful copsideration of all on whom the
duty devolves of conducting family waorship,
Amonget other means which may be adopted to
counteract the evil, it ia a grest point not to let
matters of interest to the family as & whols,
or to any of it members, pess without direct
reference to them in a few worde which may be
prepared beforeband, and inserted in the uswal
prayer. The trouble involved will be as nothing
to one who feele the importance of making the
family devotions & heartstirring and practical
reality to all who take a part in them,

Repton, May Gth, 1868,

*." An Editlon of thess Prayers, adapted for use in School
Boarding Hounen, in also pablished onder the title of ¥ Eeen.
ing fevotions for Schoofs”
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It is requested that the following corvections may
bo made before the book is uwsed,
Page &6, line 7; after “and"” road o o fumily " oad

erpge the remainder of the ssutetco,

Page #1, Mne 7, ofter ' wo ' usr “Le™
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