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PREFACE.

o e

e HE facts embraced in the following pages

4 22 7k bave been gathered from so many sources,
L) that it would materially encumber the .

work o give authorities. The valuable essay of
Breitkopf,* published in 1784, and the interesting hig-
tory of Marthias Koops,” whe made extensive experi-
ments in England in the beginning of the present
century, have furnished numerous data. The Fury
Report of the Londen Industrial Exhibition has been
used to 4 considerable extent for more modern statis-
tics of European countries. For the remainder, al-
most every available work has been consulted in
English, French, German, and Nederdutch, and the
newspapers.  Upon the accuracy of the figures in the
statistics here given it is impessible implicitly to rely,

®* Versuch den Uraprung der Spielkarten, die Einfochrung des Lain-
enpapicras, ctc., Leipzig, 1784, 2 vals, 4to,

* Historical Acecunt of the Subetances which have been uped to
aescribe Events, and to eonvey Ideas, from the earllest Date to the

Inveation of Paper, London, tBai, Bve.
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especially upoﬁ such az have been gathered from the
newspapers, where careful comparison is seldom given,
The compiler has availed himself of whatever came
under his observation that had the appearance of au-~
thenticity, but bas not always had opportunity to verify
dates and quantities,

It will be seen by the number of experiments made
for ﬂ:n.: attainment of the same object by the same
means in England and America especially, that paper-
makers have had but little intercommunication, and
there has long been great want of an American work,
practical and experimental, on this most important
art, which it is thought the eminent work of Mr.
Hoffman has not wholly supplied. An account of
the modes that have been pursned by the experiment-
ers who have so long and arducusly sought after a
substitute for rags in the manufacture of paper, would
of itself form an instructive volume, These experi-
ments began in Eurcpe more than a eentury age, and
were induced by the same cause which bas ever since
given rise to efforts in the same direction, the scarcity
of rags, They have centinually exercised the minds
of manufacturers and others in this country during the
present century, and the records of the patent office
attest the fertility of invention which has been ex-
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pended in this field of discovery, The list given in

former edidons of this work of substances which have
been experimented upon, and of which it is claimed
that paper has been produced of fair qualities, shows
in a measure the extent of the cffort which has been
made to procure material to meet the increasing de-
mand for paper fabrics ; bur they have now become so
numerous, émbracing almost everything in nature, that
a repetition has been abandoned, as may well be done,
since fish fibre has coms in vogue, and sausapes are
cased in paper bladders, in place of animal intestines..

Not only have numerous patents been procured for
useless modes of producing paper from various articles,,
for want of a knowledge of what had already been
done in the same line, bur costly machinery has in
some cases been erected to assist in bringing them into
use, after they had been experimented upon repeatedly
and condemned, This will continue to be done until
something is published on the subject in such a shape
as to be accessible to the trade.  Itis hardly necessary
to say that this work does not aim to supply the de-
sideratum, yet to a considerable extent it will serve as
an index to those experiments. It also indicates what
has been done towards bringing machinery to perfecs
tion, while those efforts were being made to discover
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new materials for paper stock. [t is in this depart-
ment that great results have been atcained. In less
than half a century, the machines have entirely super-
seded the diminutive hand-mills which sparsely dotted
the country, and gigantic establishments have risen
up in their places. Paper-mill villages, and banking
institutions even, have grown out of this flourishing
branch of industrial art, and we bebold with satisfac-
tion and amazement, what has been brought about by
the aid of a commodity so insignificant in the eyes of
the world as linen and cotton rags.

THE FAFYEUB PLANT.




