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EXTRAGT
FROM THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF THE LATE

REV. JOHN BAMPTON,

CANUON OF SALISEURY,

— 41 give aud lLegneath my Lands and Hstates to the
“ Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the University of
“ Oxtord for ever, to have and to hebd all and singular the
“gaid Lands or Hstales upon trast, und to the intents and
#opnrposes hereinalter menticned 5 thet i to say, I will and
“oappoint 1ot the Viee-Chaneellar of 1he University of Ox-
“ ford tor the time being shall tuke and receive all the rents,
Woissues, and prolits thereal, and [aiter all laxes, reparations,
*and necessary deductions wade) flat he poy all the re-
“ mainder to Lhe codownent of eight Thyvimty Lecture Ser-
“ mons, to be estaldished Tor ever in the snid University, and
“ to be peelormed o the nunner following

“1 dircet and appeint, that, wpen the first Tuesday in
o Faster Term, a Lectnrer Lo yearly chosen Dy the Heads
ol Colleges only, and by ne others, in the room adjeining
o the Prioting-House, between the honve of ten in the
“ morning and two in the alternoon, to preach eight Divinity
“ Leeture Sermons, the your lollowing, at 55, Mary's o Ox-
“ ford, between the commencemr ot of the last month in Leut
¢ Term, and the end of the thind weel tn Act Termw,



vi FXTEACT FHOM CANON BAMPIONTF Wil

“Also T diveet and appoint, that the eight Divinity Lecture
* Sermons shall be peeachied upon either of the fallowinge Sub-
¢ jects—to confivm omd estalilish the Chnstinn Faith, and to
“eonfute all herelics and schismatics—upon the divine aun-
* thority of the Lioly Seriptuees—npon tlhe autherity of the
f writings of the primitive Fathers, as to the fith and prae-
* tiee of the primitive Chureli—upon the Divinity of our Lord
“and Savieur Jesus Christ—upon the Divinity of the Holy
* Ghost—upon the Articles of the Christian Faith, as compre-
* hended in the Apostles” and Nicene Creods,

“ Also T dircet, that thirty copies of the eight Divinity Lee-
“ture Sermons shall be alwaye printed, within fwo months
“ after they are preached ; and one copy shall be miven to the
* Chancellor of the University, and one eopy to the Head of
“ every College, and onc copy to the Mayor of the cty of
* Oxford. and one copy to be put into the Bodlelan Library ;
“and the expense of printing them shall be pnd ont of the
“ revenue of the Land or Fstates given for establishing the
¥ Divinity Leetnre Sermons: and the Preacher shall not be
“paid, vor be entitled o the revenue, before they are
 printed,

“ Also 1 direct and appoint, that we person shall be quali-
“ fied to preach the Divinity Liecture Sermons, nuless he hath
“ taken the degree of Master of Arts at least, in one of the
“ gwo Universities af Oxfond or Cambridee ; and that the
“ zame person shall never preach the Divinity Lecture Ser-
“ mans twice,”



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION,

Tur third edition of these Leeturves is a reprint of the
second.

The disenssions to which they have given rise, both af
home and abroad, seem fo bave tuimod less upon the lead-
ing propositions whieh they ewdleavour o estublish, than
upen the aceuracy of the views which they express on points
which, however inferesting in themeelves, are yet subordinate
to the main issucs.  While, for example. there has been mueh
debate ag to the precise charneter of the oviginal funetions of
the bishop. the larper and more impertant propositions that
ehureh officers were in no ease parct of an original famework,
but arcse ont of subsegunent histeical civenmetances, and
that bishops and deacons arese oun ol different civeumstanees
from presbyters, have not nwe willi any serious opposition,
On this latter, as on gome olher points, the views expressed
in these Lectures fwve vecerved a remarkable confivmation
lrom the Teaeding of Lee o piadiop,

At the same time the writer i & fron wizhing to imply
that the last word has been sald as o the ovigin and eavly
development of Christian ovganizitiow.  The study of primitive
Christianity is only in its infaney : and thoe funetion of & work
like the present is rather to stimulate cnguiry, amd to pomt
out the lines along which enquivy must proeeed, than fo
assume that it “media axiomate” are the final iwdoetions
which ecompetent seholars will be able to make when the
evidence has been fully collected and adequately disenssed,

Oixrakn,
Felipreery B, B8RS,






SYNOPSIZ OF CGONTENTS

LECTURE I.

THE METHUD OF BTULY,

The present Lectures are an sbtempt to apply to & particular gooup
of hiztorieal phenomena the nethods whiel liave Leen fraitful ol
results in other fields of history: lie prelimivary assumption being
made that, as mutter of Listoical resenrch, the fucts of ceclesiastionl
Listory do not differ io kind fram the facts of civil bistory  ppoo1=3

But it will be fttiog, before applying those mothods o pew suljeet-
matter, to consider the specinl dithivulties of that subjeut-matier, und
therely, inetdentally, 1o pscertain o of the eauses whicl bave led
to existing divergenves of epinion ; . . ’ v 3

I The first step in all Wistorieal enquiries o5 to test the docnments
which contain the evidence; with the view of a-corlaiuing whether
they ave what they profess to be, and if they are uot, what is their
probuble ovigin aud their date. In the preseot enguicy the difficulty
ariges both fromw the great extent of the doctiwents, aod from the
fuet that the best Dtergey eriticism hag oot yet Leen applicd to
mere fhan o few groaps of them . . ; . S O

[T, The second step in sueh engquivies ig to weigl te valoe of the
evidence, In the prosent enguiry Ui #Meulties vury with the
noture of the doviements



