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PREFACE.

It may, perhiaps seom necessan oo give =ome reason bor the
appearance of a new work dealing with hand-mide lace, espedilly
as two books o this =ubject have appenred in England alone
the course of the vear. It has been suggested oome, however, by
many ellectors, tat the Adsiad aspect of lace has Leen deals
with i previens works, almost to the exclusion of its wehnical and
artistic side.  Mrs Palliser's history Arst fssued o863 0 which |
re-cdited ino1go2, is almost exhanstive in certadn aspects, aml a
=torehotise of valuable material collected by the author relativeé not
onh to the history of lace. bt of embioidery and costome. Tat
even Snee g0z new material, new frets lave cone b light moworks
dealing witht Lwce of virous couutrics,
1 have, therefore, in Ure bk, while giving the chief landmarks
in the history of each lace i each important centre of production
eapecially thoese that affected the gualite and design of the Tage
produced  mchoded or referred 1o these fresh fots suud information,

The French have been espoecially diligent in investigating the origins
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and development of their oational mdustreies, | have also heen
intercsted in tracing. where possible, the influence of contemporary
art and design upon the development of lace, which s naturally,
largely subject o the influences of and fashions in textiles, as may
be seen by a comparisom of French patterned testiles with laees of
the three great periods which correspond roughly to thie reigns of
Louis NIV, NV, and AV

As the very large number of illustrations in each chapler are
arranged in opder of date, it will be easy for readers o follow this
progress. For this reason, dited picces—though these are natorally

pare—Nave been illustrated wherever possible
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Another vers interesting subject whivh has ot hitherto been fully
treated 15 the inflnence of lace of one country upon the lace of
another, ri, that of Italian lace npon Points de Fraonce, of French
dlesign upon Moechhin of the Lonis NV poeriod, &,

The comparnsen and  dating of laces bave been rendered  much
more possible sinee the pecod when Mres o Palliser wrote, by the
nnprovement in public museums at home aed abroad, which have
in amany cases published portfolics of their lace eollections,

Some aceotnt of the differences in manuficture o real and
machte-mide lace, and. enbioreed tHlostrations showiog their easential
differences in texture, will, T hope: be ol use to collectors,

Many of these chaprers appeased orfzinally in the Cwraedoserr,
but have since been revised 3 oand | have o thank the eonrtesy of the

editone T the loan of some of 1he blocks.

ML JOURDAIN,
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