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PREFACE,

Tue following Pages were ruggested, and thrown
off upon reading Charles Dickens's * Chimes,”
with the powerful descriptions and inimitably
delightful Hero of which the writer sympathizes,
while differing fiom the moral they illustrate.






THE WEDDING BELLS,

CHAITER L

* Reuben and Rachel wets & fathinl pair,”
CEsEEE.

“1 reanE,” said Beasy, “wo had better wait, and
ask Dr. Merton's opinion”

o Wait] Now that's just like you, Besay,” Enutai
her friend Patty. *Wail sud weel Whit and ask !
Always wait ! It's the word I dislike more than soy
other that was ever invented, thet word, Waill
George and I are quite of the same mind on that
subject.”

“I know if,” replied her fricad, guietly.

“1 only want to know,” resumed the younger of
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the girls, who waa indeed eeveral yesrs younger than
her graver friend, to pass & few hours with whom
ahe had brought her work to Besay's house—for Bessy
and Patty were both sempetresses by profession, * I
only want to know what good all yonr waiting has
comse to, or the pood it ever eomea to? Now I know
so many siorics, all trug, which F eould tell wou, to
prove what Isay about waiting, and long courtahips—
if you would only net be angry, and teke them to
yoursalf—would you, would you, Bessy I

And Patty, wndisconraged by look or word, pre-
ceeded to enliphten her friend with sundry veracious
narretionz g8 to the unhappy resnliz of lingering
engagements, with various lllustrations and pointed
adlusions to feelings worn away, and changed by tipe
nnd ita viclmitudes—all very pertinent to the ease in
question. BSome true, and all tending to prove, as
plainly as words could prove, thal Patty Owen would
do very foolishly, s well da uneentimentslly, to follow
the over-prudent advice of her friend, Bessy Mark-
ham, in pausing and waiting, and wasting time in
copsiderstion, ere she decided to aol according to



THE WEDDING BELLA a

ker pood will and plensure in her own affairs, whe-
ther matrimoenial or otherwise.

“Well, Patty 1’ urged Besay, mildly.

- “Well, Beany, what does all I have been telling
you prove I”

* Wot exactly to me, at least, whal you sod Georpe
fancy. In the first place, if the hesrt is of that nae
ture, it will grow cold under whatever circumstances,
and trisls come, whether marvied or singls, Then
married people do sometimen, for their mutual =kes,
keep their prievances to themselves, Sometimes we
know it is not so} more's the pity. But in a long
sourtship, like Charlies and mine, it seems the bus-
mesg of all people, married and single, to watch every
change in the sky; or fancy, snd prediet changes, and
look wise about it all. Humble as we are, we do not
eacape—we are marke for the nods, and suspicions,
and guesses, and knowing shakes of the wisest, as
well as the sillicat hends amongst the pemsips of the
villaga ; of the married, of whose number we are not,
snd the single and free, who own no fellowship with
ws. Wo-belong to neither set, and ave found fanlt
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