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Sketches of Tranent

In the Olden Time

By J. SANDS
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Uron that monstrous mud-heap called Fhe Monnd,
Which helps to join Edina old and new,

But spoils a very pretty piece of ground,
And in the lovely vale obstructs the view ;

And where Fine Art the blunder to increase

Has placed two buildings in the style of Greece,

There stood a Gael named Acvastarr MacCraw,
Who, by a quarryshot was rendered blind,
And he, attention to his case to draw,
A barrel-organ all day long did grind ;
And many when they saw his eye-balls dim
Pitied and gave a coin,—but not to him !

For close beside him stood a crafty jade
Who as his lawful helpomare tried to look,

And whilst the Licel the weary DIgan played
The apurmu% wife the cuppers quietly took;

And grateful g ances pn the givers cast ;—

But this impostay was,fonsd out at last.

How many atithers like thit Gael we find,
Who even when the public ear they gain,
To tricks of trade and worldly cunning blind
Employ their mental organs all in vain ;
~ Who labour hard, but still make little of it,
For some sharp publisher takes all the profit.

It is praoper fo meniion fhat fie blnd man v guestion is now
atlended by his gemuine wife or dawghter.



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L.
PAGHE
(General view of Tranent—its antiquity and peculiar position
on a crust—its old custome—how its inhahitants have at
times asserted their vghts, and how th:]r have occasion-
ally been robbed of them, i g &

CHAFTER I

The way coal-pits were worked in the olden time, and the
enslaves condition of the miners—how slavery in Scot-
land appeared to people at the time, . 3 . 27

CHATPTER IIT.

David Seton, of Tranent, throngh ignorance, or mare pro-
bably to curry favour with the weak and superstitious
Eing, sccuses his servant maid of witchcraft, and by
means of torture gets her to conless that she and thirty
canfederates had been engaged in a plot for the destruc-
tion of his Majesty and his Danish bride, which confes-
sion eventually results in 17,000 people in Scotland
being burned at the stake, and Lord Seton is created
Earl of Winton—Shakespeare and Burns, as appears
from their works, were acqualnted with the trials
of the Tranent wilches—John ‘Kincaid, the witch
finder, resides in Tranent—Ministers of the Gospel,
btind leaders of the blind, were the firmest belevers in
witcheraft, and the most merciless persecutors of the
poor wretches wha were suspected of that impossible



B CONTENTS

PALE

crime-—the appalling consequences which even the trme
Religion Jeads poor mortals inla, when it is allowed to
tike the bit betwesn its leeth, and to throw Reason
uver its bead,

CHAPTER IV.

The Battle of Prestonpans, showing the extraordinary power
of *sentiment® when of the penvine and not the simu-
lated kind, : : . .

CHATFTER V.

The siate of Scotfand cirea 1oy, when Dundas was Dictator
—the reason why the Scotch, a warlike people, were g0
averse to the Militia Act—HRiats in Tranem and massacre,

CHAFTER VL

Stiell’s Hospital—Dr. Ceesar takes the helm, and sets off on
a voyage which Stiel! never dreamt ofl—the Dhoctor
obtains o crew of Trostees, and irigs to erase the
name from the stern and hend hoards ; bt * Charity
School"” shines th.mugh the pamt. ahhuugh put on
an inch thigk, . '

55

73

&g




CHAPTER I

GENERAL YIEW,



