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EDITOR'S PREFACE

Tais voLUME comprises o further selection of Lord

‘Brassey's Papers and Addresses on Maritime Affairs

from 1871 to the present time.

It denls specially with questions relating to the
Mercantile Marine and to Navigation; suhjects in
which the author has always taken a lively interest,
and- in_which, as regards navigation, he Las had

great practical experience.

This compilation usefully supplements the two

volumes of Waval Papers already pablished.
5. E-W.

November 1884,
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PART 1

MERCANTILE MARINE

1
OUR MERCHANT NAVY
LecTtone AT LIARTIXGR, NOVEMEBER LBVH

It s to me n real mwmhiaf to addeess Vo o maritime
alfuire. When speaking from this platfeem of the eon-
varns of our H.hipﬁ amel opr sailoes, T f{u'gd. the contr-
versies of political life—coniroversies of which T way
fmnH}r vonfess that, with %n[:re:r—ﬁng EII‘I{:II"EHTH_‘:B.I T do
ot grow more heartily enamgured, Tt i Far mors
agraceble to e to contend with an wdverse broges than
Lo endesvour to overcome the ﬁc:-ulﬂm of s reloctaut
wleetor, T would say, with the poot

Flow Lappy they

Whe from thie Lol aad tumylt of their lives
Stenl o look down whers nouglil but ocean strives,

I commence my lecture by calling yoor attention Lo
some figures which will illustrate the immense import-
ance of onr shipping us an element of the power and
prosperity of our eouniry, and which will equally scrve
to show our pre-cminence, as o maritime nation, over
evary other people in the world.

The gross total tounage of the shipping entered and
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clearsd, with earzoes only, in the United Kingdom, in
1838, was 0,417,000 tons, of which Dritish ships conati-
tuted 70-% per eent. The gross total in 1871 was
35,502,000 tons, of which British shipping constituted
694 per cent, The aggregate tonnage of the merchant
navy of the British Empire iz 7,143,000 tons. The
tonmage of the mercantile marine of the United States,
recistered for over-sen foreign trade, is 1,425,000 tons ;
that of France, 1,000,000 tons ; that of Holland, 500,000
tons ; that of Norway, 1,000,000 tons. The tonnage of
the British Empirs in 1815 was 2,851,000 The tonnage
in 1854 was 5,105,000 tona ; in 18G2, 6,041,000 in
1864, 7,105,004 Thers has been no ingrense in the
tonnage of late vears, partly bocause the register has
been cleared of the names of many shil'_lﬁ which had
been retained through provieus want of care, and partly
beeanze steam has gradually superseded sail.  The steam
tonnage of the British Fmpire was, in 1338, &35000
tons ; in 1260, 500,000 tons ; in 1569, 1,033,000 tons ;
and in 1871, 1,410,000 tons.  The steam tonnage of the
United States, registerad for over-sea trade, is 181,000
tons ; that of France, 143,000 tons.  The tonnage bailt
in the United Kingdom in 1864 wes 433,000 tons @ in
12367, 270000 tons ; in 1371, 354,000 tons.  The num-
ber of seamen employed in [867 was 186,000, with «
percentage of 128 of foreign seamen.  The number in
1871 was 200,000, with 976 per cent. of forcigners
The number of seamen employed to 100 tons in 1860
wis, in sadling ships, 2483 ; in stemn vesselg, 468, 1In
1871 the corresponding numbers were, in sailing vessaly,
2473 ¢ in gteam vessals, 4-30.

I pass on to gi'ﬂ! anue nceount of the Pﬁncipn] trades
in which the Dritish mereantile marine is engnged, and
ghell take the ﬁ.gureﬂ for 1871, If I plil.ﬁa each fnnq[gn
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country in o series, commencing with that eountry with
whieh our maritime intercourse is most active, they will
come it the following arder © Fivst, the United States,
then Ruszin, Germany, France, North American Pro-
vinees, Swoden, Spain, Norway, India, Holland, Bel-
mium, and the West Tndies. The wvalue of the trade
earried on with these ~ountries does not vary in propor-
tion to the amount of shipping emploved. The most
i_rnpurtant braneh of our fnh:ign trade 1s curmied on with
the United States ; and the valee of sor imports from,
amd axports to, that country in 18371 attained the enor-
mous total of 100,000,000, Next in importance comes
the trade with Franes, amounting Lo a lotal value of
62 000,000,  Then follows Germany, 57,000,000/, ;
Trdiz, 50,000,0007, ; Bussia, 232,000,00072 + North Amer-
can Provinees, 18,000,0000 ; Sweden and Norway hring
up the rear.

Twthe great trade with the United States, the siling
clippers of ten or lifteen years ago are gruduadly miving
way to the magnificent Seets of steamers which lwve
bray  established by the enterprizing shipowners of
Liverpool. To show how great a change bas talien place
in the class of ships engsmed in the North Awmerican
trade, I will take from the tables recently publishicd Ly
the Board of Trade the corresponding fizures forr 1854
and 1871. In 1854 the total tonnage of Britizh aml
foreign ships entered with cargoes from the TTnited
Btatezs amounted to $26,001 tons.  Of these, the tonnuge
of British suling vessels was 273,000 tons ; that of
stonm vessels 80,000 tons. The tonpage of foreign
sailing vesselzs amounted €o B94,000 ; that of steam
veszels was 35,000 tons. In 1871 the tounage of
Britizh sailing vessels was 787,000 tons ; that of foreign
sailing vessels 723,000 tons; thus showing a slight

(0}

Slmm re-
phaning il
io Lrafle
with Doited
SERieR



