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PREFACE

Toe modern teaching of geography, like that of history,
lays increasing strese on the value of criginal authorities.
One of the firat steps in this direction was the biblio-
graphy appended to Sir Arvehibald Geikie's Tepcking of
Feagraphy, followed in 1857 by Do H. K. Mill's Hints
fo Teachers and Studenis on the Choice of Geographical Bools,
compiled at the request of the Geographical Assoeiation.
The present seriez goes u step farther, and attempts to
depict the warld in the langnage of mon who have seen it

The tagk of preparing the present volume has not been
an eagy one,  Our colonies at the other side of the world
are too now to offor many atteactions to cravellors, and
most of the available books of travel lay more stress on
the materinl aspeets of ety life than on the natural
reneraphical features ; the rate of progress 1s so rapud that
anthorities soom get ont of date.  Great nse has been
made of the official publications of the varous Colonial
Governments, and teachers are advised to apply for zamples
to the Agents-General of the varions eolonies, who will
supply some of them at o nowinal cost.  The journals
of the Australasian Geographical Society often contain
useful articles, but are practically insccessible in this
comntry. For the Asiatic and Pacific [slands there arve
several stundard books of travel.
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The editors desire to ecxpress their thanks to Lord
Brasscy, H. M, Cadell, Esq., of Grange, Dr. H. O. Forbes,
Dv. Furness, Dr. F, H, H. Guillemard, De. A, C. Haddon,
Professor 8, 1. Hickson, Dr. A B Wallace, and ocher anthors;
to Mesars. W, H. Allen and Co., A and O. Black, Long-
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