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COMMITTEE ON WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

Houvse or BrpresenTaTives,
Cosarree o Rures,
Waehington, December 8, 1813,

The committes met at 10.30 o'clock a. m., Hon. Robert L. Henry
{chairman) presiding.

Fresent: Igcpresentatim; Campbell, Garrett, Lenroot, Hardwick,
Kelly, and Pou.

The Cuatkman. The committes will be in order, The Committes
on Rules has assembled tofdn?' for the purpose of having a heari
E:tam% to a series of resolutions on the subject of woman’s suf-

ge. Dr. Shaw will take charge of the proceedings on the part of
thiip nents of the resolutions,

L. ¥. Mr. Chairman, before pmoeedinﬁ with the hearing I

wish to introduce the following resolution, which I will ask the clerk

to read:
The clerk (reading) :

Wherena the question of equal suffrage I8 one of vitnl public intereat and the
people of the Nation have an fnherent right to full knowledge of the actlon
upon it by thelr representatives In Congress and the committees of Congress;
therefora, be it
Resolved, That all hearlngs upon this subject before the Rules Committee of

the House of Representativea be open to the public and that all execuiive ses-

glons of the committes be dispensed with in order that discussion in the com-
mittee and the final vote shall be a matier of publie record.

Mr. Kerey. Mr. Chairman, the purpose of the resolution is simply
to give what seems to be an inherent right, and that is the right of
the peotgle to realize the attitude of their representatives. I intro-
duced this resolution with the hg:ﬁ)e that the committes will pass itl,
so that all executive sessions will be dispensed with and the fina
vote will be a matter of public record. T ask for a vote on the resolu--
tion.

The Crsmwmanw. Mr. Kelly of Pennsylvenia, a member of the
Committes on Rules, has offered a resolution and the Chair will take
the liberty of reading it again (reading):

Wherean the gquestion of equal suffrage [s one of vital public interest, and the
of the Natlon have an inherent right to full knowledge of the action
upon it h,bt:el'ltr representatives in Congress and the committees of Congress;

M&? That &1 hearings upon this subject before the Rules Committee of
the House of Representatives be open to the public, and that all executive ses-
sions of the committes be dispensed with in order that the discussion in the
commititee and the final vote shyll be o matter of public record. ’

To this resolution Mr. Lenroot of Wisconsin offers the amendment
to strike out the words *and that the executive sessions of the com-
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mittee be dispensed with in order that discussion in the committee,”
so that the resolution would then read—

Resolved, That all hearings on this subject before the Rules Committee of
the House of Representatives be open to the public, and the final vote shall be
A matter of public record.

Mr. Lenroor. Now, Mr. Chairman, in support of the amendment—
in this particular matter I have no objection whatever to all the
executive sessions being held public, as well as the final vote, but T
do not like to create a precedent that there shall be no executive ses-
sions of this committee. I believe that every vote of this committes
upon any matter should be & matter of public record and the public
right is lmfegqurded if the final vote is made & matter of publie
record, as I believe it always ought to be.

Mr. Kerry. Mr. Chairman, the theory of this amending resolution
is simply that & committee of Con is & creature of Congress and
its deliberations should be in public on all occasions, However, it
only applies to this particular case, and I think that this resolution
regnrdm%:om&n’s suffrage is a matter of such vital importance that
it should be considered in open sessions of this committee. I feel that
there can be no doubt but that Representatives in Congress, who are
elected by the people—and the people are the sovereign power—I feel
that there can be no doubt that the people have & right to have the
attitade of their Representatives in committes known. I am per-
fectly willing to have a vote taken on this resolution, but T will cer-
tainly onnse any change in it permitting executive sessions on this
propositien te be held behind closed doors, and I therefore hope that
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Wisconsin will fail.

The Crairman. Those whe are in favor of the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Wisconsin will manifest it by saying “ aye.”

{The members of the committes in faver of the amendment voted

“gye")

‘fha Crammuax, Those who are opposed will say “ no.”

" {T]::I}e members of the committes opposed to the amendment voted
no‘ﬂ "

The Cmamwmawn. If you prefer a roll call, Mr. Kelly, we will
hava it.

Mr. Keeny, T ask for a roll eall

The Crairman. The elerk will call the roll. y

(Upon roll call the following members voted “aye™: Lenroot,
Gurrett, Foster, and Campbell. The following voted “no”: Kelly.
Noi voting : Hardwick, Conry, Merritt, Cantrill, and Pou.)

The CHAmRMAN, The © ay&s;’ have it, and the amendment is agreed
to. Those in favor of the resolution as amended will say “aye®;
opposed, *no.” L

'?'he “ayes” have it, and the resolution is adopted.

Dr. Shaw, we will hear you now.

STATEMENT OF DE. ARNA HOWARD SHAW,

Dr, Suaw. Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of the Rules Committee
before addressing you ma{ I address a word to my constituents here{
I am quite sure that the ladies who are members of our association
will understand the rules which govern here, and that is that they
are not to call “louder™ the person speaking, because those persons
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are not addressing the audience, but are addressing the committee,
and if they can not be heard by the aundience, the audience must be
very quiet and not interrupt, and thers must be no applause during
the hearing. I am saying this for our own women, and I am sure
the visitors will gladly comgl¥ with the rules of the committee.
Our purpose in coming before you this morning is to make no
attempt whatever to convert the members of the Rules Committee, if
they need converting, to the democratic principle of the right of the
people to have a voice in their own government. Qur real purpose
18 to ask your committee to npq::int & committee in the House on
woman's suffrage, a committes which corresponds with the like com-
mittee of the Senate, in order that we may have hearings and have
thess hearings discussed by a committee which is not so burdened
with other business as is the Committee on the Judiciary, the com-
mittes before which we have appeared for many years, and which
is s0 burdened with other business—and the business of Congress,
like everything else, is growing all the time—that we feel that this
committee has not the time to consider our measure in the way in
which it ocught to be considered, simce it is 8 measure of so wvast
importance, and in order that it may have the consideration which
it deserves, the consideration which should be given to a question
when in 10 States of the Union the men have enfranchised their
women and those women ars voting for Members of Congress and for
the President of the United States, when all over the world similar
bills have been passed in other legislative bodies and in other parlia-
ments, when this question has been bro'nfht before various legislative
bodies of the great nations of the world which have considered and
voted upon it. It seems to the women of these United States that a
question of so much importance that the parliaments of Europe feel
under obligations to discuss and act upon it is at least of sufficient im-
rtance in this great Republic of ours, so that the committee which
as it under consideration shall be such a committee as shall be able
to give time to itz consideration and report it to the House,
ear after vear we have come to Congress aslr.in} the Judiciary
Committes for a report. We have not asked the Judiciary Com-
mittee that they should believe in woman's suflrage or that they
ghould express any opinion upon the guestion whatever. We have
nrﬂty aakﬁ that they would report our measure either favorably or
unfavorably. We were so r to have it re that we were
even anxious that they should report either for or against, any-
thing to bring it before the Congress of the United States, in order
that the representatives of the men of this country might be
able to discuss it. It has thus far been impossible to secure any
sort of a report by the Judiciary Committee. Now, we are not here
to blame the Judiciary Committee; we are not here to criticize it.
We realize that this is a body of men who have a great many ques-
tions before them, and that their time is taken up with dis-
eussion of those questions, some of which they consider of more
importance than the freedom of one-half of the people of the United
States, and therefore we can not expect them to do more than the
can, but if & committee is appointed for this specific purpose,
am quite sure it will be able to give time to its consideration and
at least make a favorable or an unfavorable report to the lower House
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of Conﬁress It is for this purpose that we appear before your hon-

orable body to-day, and, as the first 'sgeaker, would like to intro-
%u.ie, ﬂqr. Chairman, Mrs. Helen (3ardner, of the District of
QLU O1A.

STATEMENT (F MRS, HELEN GARDNER, 0F WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mrs. Gapover. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the Rules Com-
mittee, as I understand it, this hearing is not to be a forum for the
discussion of the general question of woman suffrage, but is to be
confined to the one point for which this committee has appointed
this time for discussion, namely, whether or not the Rules Committee
ghall recommend to Co the appointment of a committee on
woman suffrage for the House of f&;mgnmtivw, whose duty it
shall be to give such of its time and attention to this question as it
shall find desirable or necessary.

This is not much for the women of America to ask of you. You
may think of the expense. That is a mere trifle as compared with
the millions of dollars which women pay and have paid to sustain
this and other governmental committees, departments, and instita-
tiom.

‘We are called upon to helg pay for all of the others, why should
we not have one of our own .

We do not hesitate toEny, or object to, the tax upon us for many
and varied commitfees. Are men less generous and considerate of the
peads and special interests of womenfe

You may remind me in this connection that for so many years—
none of you gentlemen can recall when it was not so—we have
been gent before the Judiciary Committee once a for a consti-
tutional amendment looking toward that end. You may say that
the Judiciary Committee is & fine and able committee. In that,
gentlemen, we agres with you and are not here to find fault with or
to criticize the Judiciary Committee—a fine, able committee, of course.
Bul our special needs and problems are not its object of existence.
‘We are purely and solely a side issue to it. We appear before it,

ar after year, on one day for two hours, and that is the end of it.
?i?ha.t committep is & very busy one. The President has notified it
that it is to be still busier this session. He has even gone the 1
of gl‘i‘lﬁ% ite chairman notice that the heavy weight of this session
is to fall upon the Judiciary Committee, even as the heavy weight
of the special session just closed fell upon the Ways and Means
Committee, and we all know that the work of that commities last
sesgion was entirely too heavy for it to heve borne another siraw.
Thosa of us who live here and have known Congress from our child-
hood kmow that an outside issue would have less chance to get any
real consideration by such a committee under such conditions than
hag the proverbial rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Now Fh)v[r. Chairman, as never before, the Judiciary Committes is
warned by the President that it is to be more heavily burdened
during this Congress than is any other part of Congress. As never
before, the question of woman suffrage, of the legal and political
statns of one-half of the population, is pressing for solution. There
is and will be much besic{); and beyond the mere perfunctory yearly
hearing henceforth until the end.
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‘We need, as we never before needed, a special standing committee
to look into many conditions, to familiarize itself with many points
which the simple annual hearing does not involve.

Why, gentlemen, more than one-fifth of the Senate and more than
one-seventh of the House to-day are elected by women’s votes—yet
we have not one little committee among the entire group of many.

More than one-sixth of the electoral voie comes from woman-
suffrage States. At least one of the members of this Rules Com-
mittee was elected by the votes of women, and three other members
come from States where campaigns are now on, and at least in one
of these the chances are all on the side of our success.

Under these circumstances, and with the varicus questions in-
volved, the rapidly davalﬂgmg and changing conditions, do you not
realize that the committee for which we ask 1s overdue?

You will remember that there is a Committee on Indian Affairs.
Now, why? Are the Indians so far more important than are all of
the women of America’ Are their affairs more vitall

They did not always have s special committee. They used to be
aﬁemmemiﬂcident,d as 1Il'm now Ei‘e. T used toﬁdun er tgﬂ E’:&'

ent, and so as this was the case n y ever dou
for an instant that th:%nly good Indian was a dead Indian "—just
as under the incidental sdministration of the Judiciary Committes
it is not doubted by some that the only good woman is a voteless
woman. When the Indians got a committes of their own they began
to get schools, lands in severalty, and the general status of human
beings and not merely that of targets.

Now, I am not s:ayinf this in ero%ntion of the War artment
nor of the judiciary. It isa ectly natural and a p in-
evitable result of the situation.

It was the same general situation with labor before it achieved the
dignity and status of having its own committee and now its depart-
ment as well,

In the case of the Indians it was the business of the War Depart-
ment to keep order, It was its business, when the Indians committed
outrages or wandered from some ial tract of land that had been
designated by the Government or by the white settlers thereabouts
a3 their “ reservation,” to chass them back, punish them for leavi
it, and also for any depredations which they had committed. And,
by the way, thers is always an army of reactionaries to try to chase
woman back to her “ reservation * or # sphere ? which somehody alse
has fixed for her in some passage and without her consent.

But when a special committee on Indian affairs was created it
became the duty of that committee to back of the depreda-
tions and to inquire into what had ca the trouble, as well as
the mere leaving of the reservation. In short, it became the duty
of the committee to investigate the real condition, the needs, the

ievances, and the best methods of promoting the interests of the
5 dians, as well as of keeping them in order from the side of mere

force,

That was the beginning of the end of Indian wars. That was the
first hope of a possibilily—previously sneered at—of making real
and useful citizens of this race of men and women from whom we
now have Representatives in Congress side by side with you gentle-
men.



