GLIMPSES OF BENGAL:
SELECTED FROM THE
LETTERS, 18835 TO 1895



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649473175

Glimpses of Bengal: Selected from the Letters, 1885 to 1895 by Sir Rabindranath Tagore

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



SIR RABINDRANATH TAGORE

GLIMPSES OF BENGAL:
SELECTED FROM THE
LETTERS, 18835 TO 1895

ﬁTrieste






LETTERS



5

MACMILLAN AND CO., LmdrtEn
LOKDON - BOMBAY - CALCUTTA * MADEAS
B

THE MACMILLAN COMPFANY
HEW YORK - BOSTON - CHICAGOD
DALLAS = BAK FRANGCISCO

THE MACMILLAN CO. OF CANADA, Lrh,
TORONTD




GLIMPSES OF BENGAL

SELECTED FROM

THE

LETTERS

OoF

Sz RABINDRANATH TAGORE
1885 7o 189;

MACMILLAN AND CO, LIMITED
§T. MARTIN'S STREET, LONDON
1921






_G.LPF

b £=- 1=
B4IT3

INTRODUCTION

Tar letters translated im this book
span the most productive period of my
literary life, when, owing to great good
fortune, I was young and less known.
Youth being exuberant and leisure
ample, I felt the writing of letters other
than business ones to be a delightful
necessity. This is a form of literary
extravagance only possible when a sur-
plus of thought and emotion accumu-
lates. Other forms of literature remain
the author’s and are made public for
his good ; letters that have been given
to private individuals once for all, are
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vi LETTERS

therefore characterised by the more
generous abandonment.

It so happened that selected extracts
from a large number of such letters
found their way back to me years after
they had been written. It had been
rightly conjectured that they would
delight me by bringing to mind the
memory of days when, under the shelter
of obscurity, I enjoyed the greatest
freedom my life has ever known.

Since these letters synchronise with
a considerable part of my published
writings, I thought their parallel course
would broaden my readers’ understand-
ing of my poems as a track is widened
by retreading the same ground. Such
was my justification for publishing them
in a book for my countrymen. Hoping
that the descriptions of village scenes




LETTERS vii
in Bengal contained in these letters
would also be of interest to English
readers, the translation of a selection .
of that selection has been entrusted
to one who, among all those whom
I know, was best fitted to carry it out.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE.

0¢k June 1920,



