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PREFACE.

Six of the following lectures were delivered “ ad
Clerum " in the Trophy Room of 5, Paul's Cathe-
dral, by kind permission of the Dean and Canons,
in the weelk belore Advent, 1874,

They were listened to with attention and interest,
and T was requested to publish them.

Their object is to draw the attention of the
Clergy to some of the difficulties which besct
minds at the present day in the matter of Christian
belief ; and to show that, granting nearly svery-
thing established by natural science and Biblieal
criticism, our Faith in God the Creator, and in
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, need not be shaken,

I desire also to protest with all my heart against
the attitude assumed by so many of the Clergy
towards science and Biblical criticism. It secms
amazing that it should be necessary for one to utter
a word of warning on such a subject, but the [ollow-
ing extract from the * Times ' of December 15(, 1874,
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iv FREFACE,

which came into my hands whilst these pages were
passing through the press, proves that such a pro-
test 1s not mcalled for.

“The Lishop of ¥ preached on Surlay evening ot the first
of a seres of spoaial Advent sorvices, held in ihe nove of
Cathedral,  The Dishop tock his test from the roth verss of the
t5th chapter of 50 Matthew—' Tor the Son of man has eome to
save that which wos loel.” His Lordship compared the history of the
four Ciospels with the " Gospel of Science,” which had now 20 many
prophets and apestlen, and asked what the Iatler Goepel was.  Was
it gven pood miews for man? Too 0 (here was Do ctemity oc bere-
after ; no Divine life, amd, properly speaking, oo hwoenily ¢ that
all that was within us was bestial, and we shars] i with the Drules
—no virtee, wo vies, good nor ovil Lt made s meere g bomalons,
mechanically moved aceording to our moleeslar structure—inoves]
by atoms coming nonc knew whenee and going none kuew where,
He shoald not stop to ask whether it were o teoe or falae CGospel or
true or false mews,  Tle would only ask if it wore good news T Thaz
Compel of Saence, if 5 Gospel at all, wasa Guspel for the strong and
the clover, but not for the poor, the weale, the wick, or the suferngy,
It was 3 Gospel whick tawrght mankingd to live ax (he Leutes, in
which the strong trampled down the weak sl the poor; itwas a
Lrpspe] according to which the institations and hospitals for the sick
am] fhe incurable were'a scionuific mistake. 1o taoeht os o fight,
to tuoiple, and push our way in the world, no matter what we
fought with or whist we tramepled down, and i we suecceded we
could ecat, drink, and be merry, for nothinge was to come licreafior 5
and if we did not seeceed, whiy should we lead 2 useless life ¥ for we
should be no longer in the fore-fronl of humanity.  Society had no
need of us, and we conld take ourselves out of the wiy—crawl into a
hidden ]r-l.'.'l.{t as o oaick o 'I.'|.'|'-I.ul|.[|-_-|] mliuml 1]'ii] 'r|'|.I!1_'|n sOILE dl:“{:‘Fl
thicket to dic away from @is fellows, Tha was the Gogpel that
m this our day was sot up against the grand old siery—* The Son
of man has come o seek ad to save that wluch was lost,' The
Gospel for tlic lost was what humanity neaded, not the Gospel for
the strong—the Ciospel for the weak, for the poor, for the dying,
for the outcast, for the seffering.  That was a Gospel that no

U1 oomif the designaiion purposely.



PREFACE. v

heman philesopher had ever discovered, nnd that ne natural science
could ever reveal ta mankind, Thank Godd for the old stery in aur
Bible Gospels —that which plilosophers had not yet robbed os of.
A westood by Lhe sick beds amd Tooked at the dying, 3 we minis-
tesed to the sicle and the suffering, we thanked God we had the old
story still Lo prove that he Son of man came bo seek and save that
which was lost,  That was the only safe foundsfion on which hwman
socicly could secnrely rest.”

Is it not piteous to sec science thus misrepre-
sented, science which labours night and day to
alleviate the maladies of human nature! It is
necessary for the Bishops, as well as our inderior
Clergy, to lean that the Gospel of Science is as
Divine as any historical Gospels of Christ ; that onc
is as moch a revelation as are the others, that
richtly understood there c¢an be no antagonism .
between them. Lo pit the canonical Four against
the Gospel of Scicnce is like the work of those
critics who pit 8. John against the Synoptics,

Such a passage as that quoted reads like an
extract from the ‘Osservatore Romano’ on Pro-
testant civilization. The same ultramontanc viru-
lence, misrepresentation, injustice. I to the
Ultramontane we say, “Render unto Ceaesar the
things that be Cmsar's” we may say to our
divines, * Render also to God the things that are
God's ;" for the truths disclosed to science are as
certainly Divine as are the truths revealed to
Apostles and Prophets, only, the truths belong to a
differcnt order.

The Gospel of Science without Christianity is
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false because one-sided. And Christianity without
science is also imperfect. God has many aspects
the Church reveals one, science reveals another.

For mysell, I can truly say that with every fibre
of my soul I cleave to the Catholic faith, and to
the Gospel of Science ; that with quiet composure
I can hold simultaneously the truths revealed to
the Church and revealed to science, and patiently
wait till apparent contradictions shall be solved by
the outpouring of more abundant light,

Fhilo says that the Word, which is the manna
feeding the soul of man, is made into two cakes,
tasting of honey and of oil, and that the one is
the Word revealed through science, and the other
i5 the Word in religion.
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