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PREFACE.

Taover mo excnsy ean be needed for including in our Extra
Series a reprint of & unique Caxton on & most interesting subject, yet
this Book of Curtesye from Hill's MB. was at fist intended for our
original agries, 1 having forpotten Intely that Caxten had written to

“Iytyl Tohn,' though some months back I had entered the old

printer's book for my second eollection of Manners and Meals tracts
for the Boclety. Afler the copy of Hill —which My W, W, King
kindly made for his fellow-members—had gone to press, Mr Hazlitt
remindad me of the Caxton, and ita first and last lines in Mr Bladne's
admirahle book showed that Hill's text was the same ss the printed
ons. I accordingly went to Cambridge to copy it, and there, before
tea, Mr Skeat showed me the copy of The Vivon of DNiers Plowman
which the Provost and Fellows of Oriel had been good enough fo lond
him for hie edition of *Text B.' Having enjoyed the vellom Vision,
1 turned to the paper leaves at its end, and what ghould they contain
Tut an earlier and better version of the Caxton that T had just copied
part oft? T drank seven cupsof tea, and catfive or aix large slicos of hread
&nd buiter, in honour of the event;* and Mr Skeat, with his never

1 Mr Bradshaw wis kind encugh to copy the rest, and to read the whole of the
proof with Caxton's original.

"1 must be excused for not having found the poem before, as it is ot in the
Indez to My Coxe's (atalogue. In the body of the work it is entered s * & futher's
advica to his som ; with instrustionsfor his bebaviour s g king's or nobleman’s
page. .88, 89, Td. Beg.

Kepath clene and lessth not youre gees,”



Ti THE ORIEL TEXT THE BEST.

failing kindness, undertook to copy and edit the Oriel text for the
Society. With three texts, therefore, in hand, T eould not well stick
them st the end of the Postscript to the Babess Book, &¢.,' and as T
wanted Caxton's name to this Book of Curtesyo to distingnish it from
what has long been to me Tawm Book of Courfesy,—that from the
Sloane MS. 1986, edited by Mr Halliwell for the Perey Soeiety, and
by me for our own E. E. T. 8.—and as alse Cazton’s name is one ¢ to
conjure withal T have, with our Committee’s leave, made this little
volume an Extra Series one, and called it Caxton's, though his text
is not s0 good as that of the Omel MS.

On this Iatter poini Mr Skeat writes :

“The Oricl copy is cvidenily the best. Not only doss it give
bhotter readings, but the lines, as & role, run mare smoothly ; and it
has an extra otanwa.  This stanza, which is merked 54, occurs
hetweon stenzas 53 and 54 of the other copics, and ia of some intavest
ang importanes. It shows that Lidgate'=s pupil, pot in mind of
Lidgate's styla by the very mention of his name, introdnees a ballad
of three stanzas, in which every stanza has & burden after the Lidgata
manner. The recurrence of this burden no doubt cansed copyiste te
loss 1heir place, and so the stanza came to be omifted in other copies.
Its omission, however, spoila the ballad. Both it and the caricus
linga in Piers Plonghmans Crede, ;

For aungells and arcangolla - all pei whijt veep

And alle aldermen * pat ben anfe fronwm,
i e all the elders before the throne, allude to Rev. iv. 10, This Creds
passage has epecial reference fo the Carmelites or White Friara,

“The first two laaves of the Oricl copy are misplaced inside ount ab
the end; but this is not the only missrrangement. The poem has
evidently been eopied into this MS. from an older copy having a leaf
capabla of containing six slanzas af & #ime ; which leaves wero out of
order. Henes the poem in the Oriel M. is written in the following
order, aa now bound up, Stanzas 11 (L 5)—18, 25—30, 37—44,
19—24, 49—b4, 31—386, 43—48, 55—T76, B—11 (L 4), 4 (L 5)—7,
1—4 (L 4)."

| The Treatisss in The Badess Buok, &e., and the Tndex st the end, should be
sonsulted for paralle! and illustrative passages to thoes in Caxton's text,
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As an instancs of s word improved by the Orel text, may be
cited the ®brecheles foste’ of Caxton’s and Hill's texts, L 66, and
1. 300,

flor truste ye well ye ehall you not exeuss
firom brechelss feete, & I may yon eapye
Playenge at any game of rebawdrye.—ihil, 1 289—301.
Could it be * profitless, from A.-Bax. bréde, gain, profit; or * breechless,’
a feast of birch for the boy with his breeches off ¥ The latter was
evidently mesnt, but it was s forced construction. The Oriel byrehaley
ect matters right at onee,
Another passags I cannot feel aure fa sat at rest by the Oriel text.
Hill's and Caxton’s texts, when describing the ill-manmered servant
whozse ways are to he avoided, say of him, as to hus hair, that he ia

Absolon with disheveled heres smala,
Iyke to a prysoner of saynt Malowes,!
o sonny bussho abls do the galowes.— Hill, 1. 463,

For the laet line the Oricl MS. reads,

& sonny bush myght eawse kym fo goo lowss,

and Mr Skeat ssys,— This ia clearly the right reading, of which
Jalowes 18 BR unmeaning corruption. The poot i3 speaking of the
dirfy state of a bad and ill-behaved servant. e is as dirty a8 a man
eome out of 8t Malo's prison ; a sunny bush would censa him to go
and free himsell from minnts affendants. A ‘sunny bush’ probably
means no move than & wario nook, inviting one to rest, or to snch
fuict pursnits as the one indicated, That this is really the reading
is ghown by the next stanza, wherein the post apelogizes for having
apoken too bluotly ; he ought to have spoken of such a chase by
saying that he goes a-hawhing or a-hunfing. Such was the right
euphemism requived by * norture.’ "

If this is the meaning, we may eompare with it the old post's
reproof to the proud man :

VAn allusion to the siromg eastle built st Bt Malos by Anne, Duchess of
Bretayna.—Dyea,



