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PREFACE.

At the time of the death of Bishop Bradley, it was
my intention to write his biography. Al my priestly
life had been spent in his serviee; six years had been
passed in his household as his seeretary and ehancellor,
Few had the opportunity of Imowing him so well, and
no ome appreciated or loved him more than I The
work of gathering material for the *‘Life’’ had begun,
when it pleased the Holy See to name me his snecessor
in office. The tasks his dying hands relaxed feli to
me to take up again, and this left little time for the
compiling of a bingraphy, however congenial that
work would be.

Fortunately, snother was found fo tell this life
story, one who had had exceptional epportunities for
knowing the subjeet, and who undertook the work in
a spirit of grateful recogoition to the bishop passed
away, How successfully the work has been done, the
reader must judge; but T feel that the presentation of
such a book must accomplish two things. It will per-
petuate the memory of one whom the world ean ill
afford to forget, especially that little portion of it, the
diocese of Manchesler, for which ho lived and died.
It will prove a source of edification and inspiration
for the spiritual children he hag left behind.

The biographics of many distinguished churchmen,
and of holy men and women, often leave a disappoint-
ing impression upon us. They seem to portray im-



Bishop Bradley

possible personages by reason of the very perfections
attributed to them. This does not mean that the
story told is not true. No, the defect comes from a
digtorted view pregented to us. One zide of the char-
aeter is developed and enlarged, while the rest re-
mains entirely hidden or iz barely touched upon, and
the eomsequence is that we feel these great ones have
little in ecommon with us of ordinary mold. While
we admire them, they fail to move us; while they edily
us for the moment, they exert no lasting influence on
our lives. Thev never awake in us the desire to emn-
late their example. Whatever the defects of this
sketeh, we feel sueh will not be found s fault. This
life story of Bishop Bradley 1s told 1n simple, straight-
forward fagshion. All sides are toncked upom, lov-
ingly and truthfully. Where it is possible, he himself
15 made to speak. The resnlt porfrays the well-
ronnded character of 4 man of God wherein nature iz
perfected by erace.

For more than twendy ycars he walked among us.
The world locked wpon him as a devoted pricst of
God, an able, zealouz bishop of Toly Chureh. We
knew him as a father and a friend. IIe shared all
things with us save our weaknesses, and these he
pitied, and remedied where he could. Such a life
does not ecase with the living, Tt mocs on nfter death
to be an ingpiration te these who follow.

In the office of the breviary it is said of a great and
holy pontiff, “*Admiresilic sunt quae dizit, fecil,
seripsit, decrevit.”’  Bo may we summarize the life of
Bishop Bradley. Admirable, indeed, were the words
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Bishop Bradley

he spoke. whether as preacher, connseller, or friend;
admirable the works he accomplished for God's
greater glory and for the betterment of man: admir-
able the writings he has left us; admirable the wise
and prudent decrees by which he established and gov-
erned the dioeese commirted to his eare. But maore
admirable than all these were the holy life and death
of the saintly first bishop of Manchester.
e Jomx B. DiEnasy,
Bishop of Manchester.
Feast of 3t. Rose of Lima,
Angust 30, 1305,



