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Prefatory Advertisement.

A Demonstration of the Errors of
a late Book, {c.

ETWEEN the publication of the © Zerious Call ' and
this Demonstration, WinLiaMm Law wrote his Reply
to IR, TiNDaL's ¢ Case of Reason,’ which appears
in the sceond volume of this re-issue of Law's Works.
He also wrote, during the years 1731-2, three Letters

to a Lady inclined to enter into the Romish Communion. These
Letters were not published until afier his decease, nor with the
collected edition of his Works, but separately ¢ they will be found
in the last Volume of this Editian.

The Demonstration was published in the year 1737, when
William Law had left the Gédden family ; and was living in his
late father's house at Aime’s Cliffe. It was written—after
WiLLiam Law had become greatly influenced by the writings
of JAacOR BEHMEN—in repudiation of ' A Plain Account of the
Nature and End of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ' of
which BisHor HoaprLy is supposcd te have heen the Author.
The Demonstration, like all Winniasm Law's works, contains
many excellent and deeply instructive passages—that upon the
Names or Titles given to the Sacrament being capable of very
general application :

HATEVER MNames or Titles this Institution is

‘signified 1o you by, whether it be called a Sacrifice

* propitiatory or commemorative ; whether it be

‘called an holy Oblation, the Ewcharist, the

' Sacrament of the Bedy and Sieed of Christ, the Sacrament
‘of the Lord's Supper, the Heazenly Banguet, the Food af fin-
‘mortality, or the Holy Copemnunion, and the like, matters not
*much. For all these Wards or Nanses are right and good, and
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vi  Prefatory Advertisement.
‘there is nothing wrong in them, but the striving and contention
‘about them, Vor they all express semeddezng that is true of the
' Sacrament, and therefore are every one of them, in a good Sense,
*rightly applicable to it ; but all of them are far short of express-
' ing the whole Nature of the Sacrament; and thercfore the Help
‘of all of them is wanted, He therefore that contends for one
* Name, as the only proper cne in Exclusion of the rest, is in the
‘same Mistake, as he that should contend for cne Name and
* Character of our Saviour, as the only proper one, in Exclusion
‘of all the rest. For as all the Awwer and Fitdes by which
* Christ is described, from the Seed af the [Tomtan o Geueses, to
‘the Afpka and Qaegga in the last Chapter of the Reoedation, are
“only to fedp us to koow, beliove, and cxperience more of him as
‘our Saviour, than can be exprossed by all these different
* Characters of him : S0 all ithe various Newes and Titfer given
‘to the Sacrament, are only to teach us to know, helieve, and
‘find more of our Medemption and Salvation in the Sacrament,

‘than can be poiated vul to ws by any or all of these Fx-
* pressions.

Ta thase who reyuire Lvidence of the Truth ol the Gospel the
following passare 1s commended
i UT it may be yoo will say, you would believe the Gospel
“if you could, but that its Fvidence cannot have that
*Eifect upon vour Alind. You may say abso, the Gospel
‘15 a Matter of Facr; you must examine into the
“Truth of it, as yvou do into the Truth of other Matters of
' History ; and as beth the internal and external Evidence of the
' Gospul is imuch defended and vpposed by learned Men, its Evi.
“dence is s porplexed, and made o Matter of such laborious
*and intricate pguoiey, that vour Mind cannot come at any
*Certainty of what you oupght to believe concerning the Trath
‘ol it. I will thercfore propose to you the sdertesd; and at the
‘same time the coress of all Methods . . . 1 don't recomment
"t you to lay aside I'rejudice, and hegin again the Controversy
*from the Dottom, and read all on both Sides with all the Im-
! partiality that you can. | would as scon send you on a Fil
‘mrimage, to be & Pendtent, as prepose to yvou this Travel to be
‘4 Chrstian,  The Troth of the Gospel lies much nearer to us
"than we imagine, and we only dispute and wrangle ourselves
“into a Distange from it, Do you think that you need many
‘Books to show you that vou are a Sdwwmer, that you have the
‘Dhiserder of almest all the Aearss within you; that you have
* besidus this, such Passions and Tempers of Pride, Envy, Selfish-
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‘ness and I'.lahce, as would make vou shun the Sight of other
' People, if they could see all that passes within you? Need any
‘ Learning instruct you, that at the same time that you have all
‘these Disorders, both of the Beasts and evil Spirits within you,

*you have a great Desire to seem to be without them, and are

‘affecting continually to have, and appear in those very Virtues

twhich you feel the Want of > When yvou are full of Hatred

‘and Envy, you affect to be thought good and pood-natured,
“when proud, to appear as humble, Now [ desire you to know
‘no Booles, but #rs Beok of vour own Ieart, nor to be well read
‘in any Controversy but in that which passes wéslsa yon, in order
‘to know the Gospel to be the greatest of all Truths, and the
‘infallible Voice of God speaking the Way of Salvation to you.'

[I. The Grounds and Reasons of

Christian Regeneration.

HIS remarkable Treatise, written by WiILLIAM Law
and published in the ycar 1739, is based upon the
teaching or revelation of | acor BEHMEN. The in-
fuence of Jacon BEHMEN'S writings with WinniaMm
Law has proved fatal to FLew's reputation as a

Religions Teacher with many persons; and a great stumbling-
black to those to whom the °Christian Perfection’ and the
" Serious Call® have been most convincing and productive of
eternal henefit,

The general and erroneous supposition, that WILLIAM LAw,
after leading from his youth vpwards, not only an irrepraachable,
but a sanctified lile; and having written such books as the
¢ Christian Perfection’ and the * Serious Call'—the most perfect
religious guides. considered merely as sach, that have ever
appeared and a world-enduring honour te poor aspiring human
nature—and after having displayed so strong and penetrating an
understanding, free from any kind of error, in the detection and
exposure of such fallacies as are set forth in the  Bangorian
Letters': ¢ Fable of the Bees': * Case of Reason,’ &, should —
with all his deep insight, intellectual power, and life's-devotion to
the Truth—have become the victim of a delusion in adopting the
ideas of Jacob Behmen, is a supposition which is perfectly
incredible® to, and to be rejected by, an earnest Reader, who is
possesaed of any ‘dwme idea,’

% Th This appears tn he 1h¢ silent convietion of se able an ﬁuthum}r as Lhe
Rev. Ur. WHYTE upan this portion of WiILLIAM Law's life.



V11l Trffzzzar}f Advertisement.

' The Grounds and Reasons of Christian Regeneration ' repre-
sents WitLiax Law’'s earliest exposition and elucidation of
Jacoe BEMMEN'S ideas; and as an Introduction to the exalted
sphere of thought and devotion upon which Wrtnram Law was
then entering, it is admirable.

Perhaps the most impressive idea that Winniam Law sets
before us in these new Studies, is that in which he approaches
the subject of ' Universalism’® and deetrine of ® Free Will?
Bisiior BUTLER has demonstrated almost to a certainty that we
are ‘ Free Agents”; but WILLIAM LAw goes further and deepens
that tremendous responsibility in a truly awful manner in the
following passape :

‘ness of God and that ne Creature will be finally lost, but

‘what fefinite Love cannot save, DBut still, here is no

¢ Shadow of Scourity for fufigedity; and your refasing
“to be saped through the Sox of God, whilst the Soul is in the
v pedesimnable Sdate of this Lile, may at the Separation of the Dody,
¢ for aught you know, leave it in seck a Hell, as the infinite Love
fof God cares? deliver it from,  lor, fesz, you have no Aied, or
¢ Degree of Proof, that your Sow is not that daed, seff-formenting,
Canguisheny and inperishable Five ahove-mentioned, which has
“lost its swen geoper Light, and is only comforted by the Light
‘of the Swa, till its Redemption be effected.  Seeondly, You have
tno Aind, or Degree of Proof, that God himsclf car redeem, or
‘save, or enlizhten this deed Fie-Sawd, any other Way than, as
* the Gospel propases, by the o2k of the Son of God init. There-
‘ fore your own Ilearls must tell you, that for aught you know,
¢ Infidelity, vr the refiesing of this Birth of the Son of God, may,
*at the End of Life, leave vou in secla State of Self-forment, as
* the infinite Love of (God can no way deliver you from.’

I WILL grant you all & you can suppose, of the Good-

G. B. M,
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Wherein also the Nature and Extent of the
Redemption of all Mankind by Jesus Carist
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