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OPENING ADDRESS.

BY THE PRESIDENT, MRS, JULIA WARD HOWE.

HAT sweet saint of English History; Mrs. Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, in one of her poems, exclaims:

“1 am no trampet, but a reed |

[ have often thought with sympathy of this word of hers. Great
soul that she was with the deepest sense of the world's wrongs and the
most valient mind to rectify them, she would have been glad to have
twelve legions of angels to the rescue of her beloved humanity. No
trumpet had she with which to summaon them, only the litile instru-
ment born with her and laid by Nature in her cradle, the poet’s reed.
But who can say whal power its music exerted even in the fighting
world? Like the secret once whispered to the rushes, which the rushes
‘presently told 1o the Wind, and the Wind to all the world, so this sweet
singer's brave strophes, whispered by her in burning meditation, sur-
vive the clarion blast of world victories and enrich us today with the
heart of her courage and the fire of her zeal. X

I have borrowed this word to introduce here the appearance of a
little band of women-workers who have stood side by side for more
than three lusters of years, in an endeavor to bring their sex into its
true place in the advance of the race. Ours is only one among many
groups so banded together, but as it has gone far and wide over the
country, it has aroused many another into being and activity. Weare
womeu seeking to promote the advancement of women, not in the ob-
jects of personal ambition, not in any inharmonious rivalry with men,
bot in the understanding and fulfilment of womanly duty and in the
recognition of all that this involves.

The Indian avoman, in the march of the tribe carries the tent furni-
ture and the household appliances. Our chieftains do not load us
after this primitive fashion, but symbolically, we do carry much of the



heavy baggage of human society. Besides the care of hearth and
home, ours is the tedious and difficult task of initiating the infant man
in his earliest human offices. ‘The nursery isthe primary school of the
race, and in the great advance of the world's wisdom, it is becoming
evident that no gift is too costly, no talent too rare to devote to the
precious years of infancy, and to the lessons and training which fit
that lovely blossom period of life. *

We women, to whom these cares especially belong, must advance as
the world advances, must learn its newest lessons and its widest wis-
dom, else we shall hang as a dead weight upon the victorious march of
our husbands and brothers. Worse than this we shall kecp back out
precious pupils; they will share our ignorance, our prejudice, our
superstition. The way of humanity is onward ; sad and bitter were it
if the women, mothers and teachers of men, should lag behind.

The advance which our sex has made within the last twenty years
is well attested by facts and in general well known in the community.
A strong impelling force has carried them forward, Tf we could ana-
lyze this, we should find, I think, thatwomen have only latterly begun
to apply to their own case the conditions of freedom which a free gov-
ernment establishes. It is but lately that they have learned that the
logical sequence of freedomformen is freedom for their wives, mothers
and daughters. Mrs. Adams, wife of the President of that name, said
as much as this, years ago, in 2 well-known letter to her husband, hut
women in general paid little heed to her remark. It takesa long time
for a new idea to permeate the social atmosphere even of the most en-
lightened nations, This one has at last made its way and is becoming
established.

Another element of the onward impulsion just spoken of isfound
in the growing conviction of the best and wisest men that the intelli-
gent and trained help of women is needed in every department of the
body politic. How important their social and sympathetic aid has al-
ways been need not be said. But as the race rises to a higher moral
and intellectual efficiency, new energies are called for and new tasks
appointed, In the Christian Palace of Industry, as in the doctrine
that founds it, there is neither male or female, so far as concerns con-
science and opportunity. All must labor with the brains as well as
with the hands. Men and women alike must press forward to
fulfill the high calling of God.

But this advance in which we all rejoice needs leadership, not so
much of personal influence, as of just principles and careful study.



We who meet together in this Congress from year to year do not claim
to be better or wiser than others. All that we can lay claim tois a
deep concern for the well-being and well-doing of the community, of
our own sex asa partof it, The parable of the Wise and Foolish
Virgins has not been lost upon us, and our most earnest wish is that
when occasions come, the women of Christendom shall not be found
sleeping, their lamps unprovided with the light of wisdom, their minds
unclothed with the habit called for by the hour.

We meet indeed but once in a year, and a three day's comparison
of thought, stady and experience may not seem a very sufficient pre-
paration for the good to be done, the evil to be undone, in the world
aboutus, Buthuman life is in a degree tuled by centers, and our Assg-
ciation supplies one of them, a central point of interest and affection
whose influence goes with us wherever we go andhas its part in much
that we do and attempt. The device upon our shield is Truth, Justice
and Honor, and while we follow these high watchwords in the battle
of life we strive to remember, one and all, that the greatest thing on
earth 15 Charity.

We come to you, dear Canadian friends, called by a generous invita-
tion, We are glad to be made aware that, while governments must
define and keep their bhoundaries, the sympathy of those who follow
good objects may cross the frontier, and still find itself at home, Al
though our time of sojourn among you is short, we shall hope to de-
tive valuable instruction from our intercourse with you, and shall hope,
most of all, that this visit of ours may be helpful in promoting a better
mutual acquaintance and fellowship between the women of the
Dominion and their sisters of the States.

Let this thought then be the ruling one in these meetings in which
you will agsist us by your presence and kind attention, the thought of
union among women throughout the werld for the promotion and vindi-
cation of all that woman should stand for in the interest of human
society.

With these words, I declare the Eighteenth Congress of Women
to be open.



LIFE AND WORK OF MARIA MITCHELL,, £. L. D.

HY PRUF. MARY W. WHITNEY.

HAVE been asked by the Socicty for the Advancement of Women
to write of the life and work of Maria Mitchell, herself for two
years president of this society, and always its sympathetic sup-

porter.  As a woman of public spirit and enterprise she was known
better, perhaps, to some of you than to me. Her interest in the
organization and development of this society is known to you, and her
hearty co-operation in ail purposes and plans bearing the mark of
progress of the spirit of free thought.,  As a member of this socicty
1 cannot so well speak of her as another might, but as 2 woman of
great power and influence, as a teacher, as a lover of science and an
inspirer of the scientific spirit, I have had abundant opportunity to
know her.

Maria Mitchell was born in Nantucket, on August ¢, 1808, Nan-
tucker, a small island off the southeast eoast of Massachusetts, was
at this time a flourishing whaling town, and it was also a Quuker town,
Both these facts told on the character of its people, making them
simple of heart and sturdy of character, and it told pre-cminently
upon the women. [n a sea-faring community the wives were neces-
sarily thrown more upon their own resources, since their natural sup-
porters were away from home, often for years, upon their whaling
voyages. The cares and responsibilities ususlly borne by the men
thus fell upon the shoulders of the women: and with responsibility
come force and independence of character. And that it was a Quak-
¢r community would tell also upon the tendencies of the women, since
in a Quaker society the women were granted much freedom of action.
They were supposed to hold opinions of their own and to express
them in public,even to vote in church matters. They were compelled
to dress and live simply, and therefore did not pour out their energies
in the adornment of house and person. They were a sensible and a



13

strong community, from whence went out many an able man and
woman who became powers in the land. Both of Miss Mitchell’s
parents were of old Quaker families, her mother, Lydia Colman,
claiming descent from one of the original settlers of Nantucket. The
story is, that the first white men who set foot upon Nantucket were
three QQuakers, fleeing from persecution in New England, and that one
of these was a young man named (lolman. Miss Mitchell’s mother
was also related, through her grandmorher, to Benjamin Franklin.
She was a woman of fine intelligence and of literary tastes, fond of
the best books, and was a large reader, though the mother of many
children and thoroughly devoted to them.  Her father, William Mitch-
ell, was the son of a cooper, and began his business life in his father's
employ. His more intellectual tastes, however, soon brought him
into the teacher’s profession. Later in life he became cashier in the
principal bank of Nantucket. His natural inclination was toward
scientific reading and pursuits. He early began to study astronomy
and to gather about him the appliances for astronomical observations.
Science was little cultivated in those days, and held a subordinate
place in education, but the U. 5. Coast Survey was already well estab-
lished, and was conducted by the foremost mathematical and astro-
nomical talent which the country afforded. It made use of local pro-
ficiency wherever it presented itself, and when Mr. Mitchell's ability
became known to its officers, he was appointed to make the observa-
tions and investigations necessary for the survey of the island of
Nantucket. His work did not take the place of his teaching, it occu-
pied his evenings and his leisure hours,

Miss Mitchell was the third child of a family of nine.  As a little
child she did not display especial powers, and in fact was much below
her elder sister in those qualities of quickness and aptness which
make the child of three or four years the marvel of its parents and
friends. But this second daughter soon began to show a talent for
study and reading. She took eagerly to arithmetic and to all studies
of a scientific nature. She was always of a serious bent and zealous
and earnest with her books. Very early she began to take a sympa-
thetic interest in her father's astronomical work, and when eleven
years old began to assist him. $She was a ready computer, and even
before she was sufficiently advanced to understand the processes by
which the formul® of the famous Bowditch navigator were cobtained,
she applied them with ease and promptness to her father's investiga-
tions. She was so eager in this work that she learned to love these



