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- EDITOR'S FPREFACE

To the annotator of & schnol or college edition of the
poets the fewr mnst often presemt itselfl that he may
unconscionsly be guilty of drawing awwsy the attention
of his readers from the text to his notes. In such a
case he must feel thet, if it chonld ever be his fortumc
to penetrate to the Hiysien fislds, he will receive buc
4 chilling weleome from tho “bards of Passion and of
Mirth ™ thers veposing "in soft ease™ Not for him
an invitation to join their company, “Pledging with
contented emack The Mermaid in the Zodiac”! Fore
cagting, then, the reception of that day, he must ask
himaelf from time to time what exteousting plea he is
prepared to orge.

This at least, That he did in hiz Preface solemnly
warn the student that the text j2 the one thing of
importance, and that the value of the notes is wholly
subsidiary ; that he nrged him to read the poems first,
and the notes (if at wll) aftcrwards, snd the poems
sgain many fimes—Necfurna versale manw, versale diurna
and, finally, that he tried, even in writing notes, to
bear in mind the principle that the poots are the best
interpreters of themselves and of each other. Writing
always in this epirit, he ventures to hope that he may

sometimes help others to ace beautiss which they might
¥



vi PREFACE

poasibly heve overlooked. He is conscions in his own
case of the debt he owes to Mr. Aubrey de Vers and
to three critice mo lenger living, Mr. J. A. Symaonds,
Mr. Frederick Myers, and Mr, F. T. Palgrave himeelf,
for lluminative comment. His preatest ambition is to
hand on the torch which these have passed to him.

The Editor has to thank Mr. R. H. Inglis Palgrave,
acting in the absence fromn England of Mr. Frank
Palgrave, for permission to snnotate this volume, It
is a permission that he values very highly. And,
whilst it would be presumptuous on his part to prase
The Folden Treasury, he may pertnit himeelf to guote
the words which a critic of acknowledged distinetion,
Mr. Quiller-Counch, bes need in the preface to his recent
Ozford Book of English Ferse: “Few of my contem-
porarics can ergse—or would wish to erase—the dye
their minds took from the late Mr. Palgrave's Golden
Treasury; and be who has returned to it agsin and
again with an affection boro of companionship on many
journeys mnet remember not only what the Golden
Freasury Tneludes, but the moment when this or that
poem appesled to him, and even how it lies on the
page.” Mr. Inglis Palgrave has added to his kindness
by meading the notes and masking suggestions ; and the
Editor i3 indebted, not for the first tiroe, to his friend
and golleague, Mr. 8. T. Irwin, for a similar favour.

J. H. FOWLER.

Crreror CoLLEcE,
Mearch, 1L,



MR, PALGRAVES
FREFACE TC THE GOLDEN TREASURY.

Tas little Uollection differs, it is believed, from others
in the atbempt made to include in it all the best original
Lyrical pisces and Songs ih our langusge (save o very
few rogretfully omitbed on aceount of length), by writers
not living,—and wous beside the best, Many familiar
vorsea will henee be met with ; many slso which should
be familiar :—the Editor will regard as lus fittest readers
those who love Poetry so well that he can offor them
nothing wotb already hoown and valued.

The Editor is arquainted with no strict and exheustive
definition of Lyrical Poetry ; but he has found the task
of practical decision incresse in clearness and in facility
as he advanced with the work, whilst keeping in view
a few pimple priveiples. Lyricsl has been here held
essentially to imply that esch Poem shall turn ou some
single thought, feeling, or sttnation. In accordance with
this, narrative, descriptive, and didactis posms,—unleas
accompanied by rapidity of movement, brevity, and
the colouring of human passion,—heve been excluded.
Humorous peetry, except in the very nnfrequent instances
where a truly poetical tone pervades the whole, with what
ie atrictly personsl, oceasionsl, and religious, has been
considered foreign to the ides of the book. Blank verse
and the ten-syllable couplet, with all pieces markedly
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