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Truth from his lips prevailed with dowhle sway,
And fools, who came te scoff, remained to pray.™
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Tue following pages are the records of
wuth. They are given to the public with
a good motive, and the reader will find
that *still life” in the country, may furnish
seenes of interest as intense and stirring as
the realms of fietion.

The writer has aimed at doing good by
theze sketches, Ewils in country congre-
gations, more or less common to all, he
has rebuked with an unsparing hand ; while
in the good pastor and many of hiz flock,
there are bright examples of faith and
works, that he has loved to portray for the
admiration and imitation of those who may



4 INTRODUCTORY MNOTE.

contemplate them. If the characters here
described are recognised, the writer trusts
to the good sense of the people, to pardon
him for the liberty he has taken with those
whose Aindness he remembers with grati-

tude, and whose fuces he can never forget.
New Yorg, March 26, 1846.
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CHAPTER I

EARLY SCENES AND |IMPRESS[ONS ~—THE OLD
WHITE MEETING=LOTIE).

Drivex about for many and weary years
on the world’s wide sea, I have at last made
harbor here in this goodly eity of Gotham,
better known az New York. DBut my heart
turns often and fondly to that spot away
up in the country, where my boyhood and
youth were passed, where those dear to me
are buried, where I first learned to read and
to pray, where I thought to live and to die.
It was m the old town of —, in the
state of ———, and those who know not



