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PEEFACE.

Ir wo road the eigne of the times aright, events are
soon to transpire of mch s nature as to preclude the ne-
cessity of any apology for the publication of what is con-
tained in the following pages. The rumercus Tays of
light now shining from the book of proplesy, saom to find
their foosl point in cur own times. The pressnt age is
illuminated in thik respect above all others. Hers we
find theo mest. emphstic fouches of the prophetic pencil.
The avents to transpirs, snd the sgenis therein concarned,
are brooght ont in & vivid and abudling Light

The question natueslly erises, whot part the Tnited
Btates haa to sot in thoes secnod ; For it mnet Aeem reasom-
able and probable that 3 nation which has armsen #o end-
denly as omm, made such unpsralleled progress, snd
sttained to much o pimwacls of greatmess and power, must
be & subjoct of divine prophoacy, or at loast of divine prov-
idenca.

To this question the following pares undsrtake to give
a brief but seriptural, and so g reasousble wnd conclusive
anawer ; and to such only as do not believe that God ever
foretells the history of natiens, or that his providence
ever works in their development and declino, can the sub-
Jeet fail to be one of interest,

That this little treatise {8 exhavstive of the subjsct ia
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not claimed ; but some fecte are presented which are
thought to be worthy of seriowe comsideration, and
enongh evidenee, we truet, produsad in favor of the posi-
tion taken to show the reader that ths subject 1a not one
of mere theory, but of the highest practical importanes ;
and 80 enough to atimalate thonght and lead to furthers
ingmiry. :

If the position here talien ha acrrect, this mibject is to
ba one of continually-Tnersaning intcreat, and informmation
respecting it ia necenspry {4 an understanding of our dn-
ties and responsibilities in the solemn and important
tirnea that are upon ws. It in in this light that we cepe-
cially ommend it to the warjons eopsideration of the
readar, : . A

Baiile Creek, Mich., March, 1872,
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