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” COULD have been sure that
. John's house stood here,” mur-
» mured Ralph Daines to himaelf

?  as he looked around. “ I know
that it stood by the furn of a road, just
as one came in sight of the church, and
that it had a clump of trees in front, just
like these before me. Ah! well, well,”
he added, “it's more than twenty years
since I turned away from my brother's
door—turned away in anger—and twenty
years will bring changes. Perhaps I've
mistaken the place, after all 1 stayed
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but a short time with John, so that 1
never knew his home well. In twenty
years one may forget ; yes, one may for-
got a spot, but there are some things
which never can be forpotten, however
long we may live,”

And amongst thoss thinga which rested
upon Ralph’s mind was his quarrel with
s brother, Long John—a quarrel so
gharp, that, after the two had parted,
they had never seen nor writien te each
other again. For twenty years and more
Ralph had dwelt in a distant land, and
had never so much as sent a letter to
inquire after the welfare of the brother
whom he had left in England. But
when Halph at last returned to his native
isle, his heart began to yearn towards
the only near relation whom he had upon
earth. His anger had been softened by
time; and Ralph thought that his
brother's home should be his home, and
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that, though they had parted in anger,
they might yet meet again in affection.

Ralph Daines, after leaving his lug-
gage at the inn nearest to the place where
his brother had dwelt, set out on foot for
the house, being sure that he knew the
road well enough to enable him to find it.
without much trouble. But the fraveller
was perplexed, when he came near the
spot where he thought that the house
should be, to see only waste land over-
grown with thistles and charlock, with
bits of a tumble-down: fence which could
not keep out some sheep that were graz-
ing where once a garden had been.

“ Perhaps L've taken the wrong road,
after ull ; perhaps I should have turned
to the left after passing the milestone,”
mused Ralph. ** 1 wish now that I had
inquired the way at the inn, but I thought
that I could not miss it. However, it
matters little, for here comes a child



