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INTRODUCTION,

Some months ago the editor of The Cwmbariand Preshyle-
rian requeated me to write 3 series of mrticles for that
paper on the subject of “ DInfant Church Membership.'
In complying with that requesat 1t was my purpose both to
popularize and condense, an far 25 pogaible, the voluminous
matter on this anbject. The treatment of this question, in
thesz pages, ia ln a0 sense exhaustive; but on the contrary
& great deal that I would like to have aald wae shut out by
the rules gulding wme in the preparation of the articlea.
Every oue may not agree with me as to what should have
been included and what excluded in a treztise of this
tength.

The dlecussions are now bronght together in this bookiet,
subatantially aa they appeared from week to week in the
columns of The Cxmberfond Preséyiorian., It ia no easy
matter to be original in the discussion of a question that
hak been 50 lmg under debate by leading scholara of the
Chureh., I[f most of the arguments contained hersin are
not new to those who are familiar with the literature in-
wolved, it is hoped, nevertheless, thit this little book may
be of some pervice to those who have ncither the time dor
the meane to wade through the thousands of pages that
bear directly or indirsctly on “ Infant Church Member-

ahip."
1. V. BTEPHENS.
Theological Beminary,
Lebanon, Tenn.,
April, 1997



INFANT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP,

The relation of infant children of members of the
Church is clearly set forth in the early history of that
institution. It is an element in the history of the
Church which can be easily traced from the days of Ab-
rahem down to the present time. It is generslly ac-
eepted thot the children of the Hebrews sustained & pe-
culiar rolation to the Church, in view of the covenant
which God made with his people. This is assumed in
the present diecussion which, in 8 hrief ontline, {races
the subject dewn to about the close of the fourth cen-
tury of the Christian era. The question is treated under
the following heada: 1. The Jewish Church; II. The
M'ranstion of the Jewish inte the Chrisitan Chwrch; TEL
The Christian Church; I¥. The Fathcre op the Contin-
uity of the Church; V. Baptiem versus Circumcision;
VL The New Testament on the Question; and VI, The
Fathers on the Baptism of Infanta.

1—THE JEWISH CHURCH.

Dean Stanlev says that “the historv of the Jewish
Church i divided into three great perioda” He re-
gards Abraham, “the fizat figure in the Jong succession
which has never sinee been broken,” as the “Father of
“the universal Church.” The first great period ¢loses
with the establishment of the Monarchy, The second
coincides with the Monarchy, closing with the fall of
Judah; while the third begins with the Babylonian Cap-
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tivity, and closes with the evoluiion of the Christian
Church.

Dr. Richard Beard has well agid: "I the Hehrews, the
descendants of Abraham, did not constitute a Church,
then there was no Church in the world previous to the
time of Christ.” But the descendanta of Abraham did
comstitute a Church, Stephen epeaks of “the Thurch
(ekkleziz) in the wilderness™ (Acts vii 38), The Greek
word ekklesta occure in the New Testament over one
hundred times, and is tranelated “Choreh” every time
axcept three, in which instances it 18 rendered “Assem-
bly.” Moroover shkiesia of the New Teslament corres-
ponds to the word in the OM Testament which means
“an assembly for divine worship.”

The writer of Hebrews (iil. 3-6) felle us that God es-
tablished a “Hounse,” in which Mosea was o servant, and
over which Christ presided. The “House"” of Hehrews
is the same thing aa Stephen’s “Chureh.” This being
true it follows that the Chureh existed in Egypt before
the wilderness wanderings. On its Epyptian history
Dr, Edersheim offers the following: “Three greab ob-
gervances here stand out prominently. Around them the
faith and the worship alike of the sncient patriarche,
and afterwards of Iarael, may be eaid to have clustered.
They are: cireumeision, saerifices, snd the Sabbath. We
have direct testimony that the rite of cirenmeision was
obeerved by Israel in Fgyph”

This Church cen be traced furthor back than the
Egyptian bondage. Paul informs us that the gospel
was preached unto Abraham (Gal. iii, 8). There has
been but one gospel. 1t was preached tv Abraham, and
has been preached ever since. Timothy Dwight main-
tains that the work of Moses in the “House” of He-
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brews, already mentioned, did not find its end “in itself
but in what was to follow after him.” Tt has been the
same “House™ (Church) from the days of Abrahsm un-
til the present time; and Christ has been “over his own
houee” through all these ages, both hefore and since his
incarnation.

It was God’s plan to give the purest religion possible
to the world. In order to do that it was necessary to de-
valop a peculier people—a nation wholly different from
the nations about it. Professor Blaikie puts it thus:
“It pleased {tod t: muake choice of s family te fulfill the
high office of preserving pure and undefiled the true
kmowledge and worship of himeelt”” Spesking of this
family when it had developed into a nation, Professor
MeCurdy oheerves that “the greatest hoon which any
race or people ever conferred upon humanity, was that of
religiona truth and freedom, and this was the gift of the
Hebrews.”

God made & eovenant with Abraham (Gen. xvii. 14},
From this it is evident thet the Hehrews and their in-
fant children werc members of this Chureh, According
to the covenent “ cvery man c¢hild ” waa to be cir-
cumeised. Dr. Hdersheim says: “In token of the es-
tablished covenant, God enjoined upon Abram and his
descendants the rite of cireumeision ag o sign and a seal.”
Professor Orelli gives the symbolical meaning of the rite
in this language: “The idea of bodily clesnliness forms
the very basis, among the Israslites, for the religious nte
of circumeision, but the idea of bodily cleanliness
gradually grew into that of apiritual purity, such as waa
demanded of the chosen people of Qod: henece such ex-
pressions as those in Jer, vi. 10; Lev. xxvi. 41, the non-
eircumeision of the ear, the heart, ete. Fiually the act
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became the external token of the covenant between God
and his people.”

It has heen geen that the descendants of Abraham
sustained & peculinr relation to the covenant by birth,
and that the Hebhrews clearly recopnized infant chureh
membership. It is 8 fact that Gentiles, adults and in-
fanta, were on cartain condiions admitied to member-
ship in this Church. If the Gentiles did not sustain
the reletion by birth to the covenant, which the He-
brews did, they conld, nevertheless, be brought under
ita gracious privilepes, Geniiles who abandoned their
own for the Jewish religion were called proselytes. Ba-
fore inquiring how infanls were made proselytes it will
be necessary to consider how those who were able to
choose for themeelves beceme Jews.

1. Adult Proselyles.—It seetos that twoe clasea of
proeelytes were recognized. Firet, the “proselyles of
the gate,” who professed their faith in the God of Israsl,
and merely bound themeelves to the observance of the
go-called seren Noachic commandments; secondly, the
“nroselytes of righteonsness,” who became children of
the covensnt. 1t is the latter class only with which we
are here concerned.

Dr. Schurer says: “It would appear according to the
talmud, that en the occasion of admitting proeelytes
sirictly so ealled into the Jewish communion three
things were necessary: (1} cireumcision; (2) baphism;
i. 6., & bath with a view to Levitical purification; and
{8) & sacrifice (literally, a gracious acceptanee of blood).
In the case of women only the last two were required.”
Dr. Alfred Edersheim, a scholarly Jew, not only agreea
with Dr. Schurer, but affirms that © all writers are
agreed” that the three things named zbove “were re-
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quired for the admisson of such vroselytes;” and he
sdds, “If anything conld have further enhanced the
value of such proselytism, it would have heen its sup-
posed antiquity. Tradition traced it up te Abraham
and Barah.*

Dr. William Wall wrote a very able “History of Infant
Baptism,” in which he quotes freely from the ablest au-
thorities on this question. He gives the following from
the great Jewish acholar, Maimonides: “And so in all
ages when an ethnic is willing to enter the covenant,
and gather himself under the wings of the majesty of
God, and takes upon him the yoke of the Jaw, he muet be
circumcised, and baptized, and bring & sacrifiee; or if
it be a woman, be bapiized, snd bring & sacrifice.  As it
is written, 85 you are, so shell the stranger be. How are
you? By circumeizion and beplism and bringing of a
sacrifice. So  likewise the stranper (or proselyte)
through all gemerations; by circumcision snd baptism,
and bringing of a sacrifice”® It was claimed, “by three
things, did Israel enter into the covenant, by circumcis-
ion, and baptism, and sacrifica. Circumecision was in
Egypt, as it is written, No uncircumsised person shall saf
thereof. Baptiem was in the wilderness just before the
giving of the law: a8 it i3 written, Sanciify (hem do-day
and to-morrow and let them wash their clothes. And sac-
riflce; 8 it ia said, And ke sené youna men of ke children
of Tarasl which offered burnt offerings” He continues:
“Thie eclemn baptizing of proselytes differed from the
vest of their divers baptism (which 8t. Paul, Heb. ix. 10,
says were customary among the Jews) in this: that those
others were wpon new oceasions of uncleanness, etc.,
many times repeated; but this was never given but once
to cne person. It was called {as Dr. Lighifoot shows)
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‘baptiem for proselytism,’ distinet from ‘baptism for un-
cleanness’ *

2. Infant Prosslyies,—On this question, Dr. Wall
gives the following Jewish authority: *“If with a prose-
Iyte his sons and his daughters be made proselytes;
that which ia done by their father redound to their
good .” The Jerusalem Misns says, “that if & girl, born
of heathen parents, be made & proselyte after she be
three years and a day old, then she ie not to have such
and such privileges thete mentioned;” and that of the
Babylon edition says, “that if sha be made a proselyie
before that age, she shall have the asaid p-ivileges™
These two snthorities do not disagree. Their state-
menta are made from different pointa of view. Thus it
ig seem “that & child of never 4o litlle age might by
ihair custom be made & prosely.e.” The Gemara says,
“they are wont to baptize sueh proselyle in infanev npon
the profession of the Housa of Judgment (the ecourt),
for this is for his good.

“And the gloas thera (having fivat put in an ex-
coption, that if the father of the child be alive and
present, the child is baptized ot his request; but if not,
on the profession of the conrt) eommenta thus on those
words: They are wont to baptize, ‘becanse,’ eaye the
gloss, ‘none is made a proselyte withont cireumcigion and
baptism." Upon the profession of the House of judg-
ment. “That is, the three men have the cure of his
baptism, according to the law of the baptsm of prose-
lytes, which requires three men, who do so hecome
to him & father. And he is by them made a prose-
Iyte’ If a child were fatherless. and his mother brought
him, they baptize him st her desgire; but the court pro-
fess for him, ag the Gemara says.”



