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BACON'S RESUSCITATIO

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY | THE LONG-EXISTING MYSTERY OF
GEORGE PUTTENHAM'S ‘ ARTE OF ENGLISH POESIE

GeorgeE PurtEsaaM's ' Arte of English Poesie’
is one of the most celebrated treatises on poetry
that have been handed down to us from Elza-
bethan times. It is in many respects superior to
the other books on the same subject by Sir Philip
Sidney, Webbe, and other contemporaries. ‘In
this work,’ says Hallam, who was a competent
judge, ‘we find an approach to the higher pro-
vinee of philosophical eriticigm.’

But erities have found the greatest diffienlty in
gettling the point of authorship ; for the book was
published anonymously in 1589, and the printer,
Richard Field, confessed that he was ignorant of
the author's name, when he dedicated 1t to Lord
Burghley. From internal evidence, the author
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