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PREFACE

Tuz singing of Pralms and Hymns has ever con-
stituted a delightful part of Divine Worship. The
remaina of the Jewish sacred Poets, which we possess,
gre, with few exceptions, consecrated to the cele-
“ bration of the praises and perfections of that Gon,
by whom they were inspired.

In the lowest state of the Church, when the suf-
farmp of our blessed Baviour were at hand, Himself
and the company of His disciples, followed the cus-
tom of adding preise to their devotions,* From the

-practice of Paul and Silas, who ¢ sang praises unto
God’ at midnight 4, as well as frem the very explicit

* instructions recorded in the New Testament f, it ap-
pears, thiat © the first Christians were wont to edify
"themselves in Paalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual
Songs: aod though we have no specimena of these
left, except the occazional doxologies ascribed to the
redeemed in the book of the Revelation §, it cannot

'_‘-'Wlnn théy had sung sn hyma, they went out,” afate.

TIVL L
Apcta zvi, B )

f
ht&uEph?w Col. ili. 18, Jamws v, 13-
§ See Hev. iv. 8, I, =7, % =1iv. %
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be doubted, that they ufed not only the Psalms of
the Old Testament, literally, or accommodated to the
circumstances of & new ard rising church ; but that
they had original lays of their dwn, in which they
celebrated the praises of Christ as the Saviour of
the world,'* From the East, the practice of sing-
ing passed to the Western Church. During the
middle ages, it formed an eseential part of Divine
Worship in the Greek and Romish Churches, thoogh
too frequently in an unknown tongue: but, at the
era of the Reformation, the singihg of Psalms and
Hymns, in the vernacular tongne, wis revived
Germany, France, and Englzhd, among the means of
grace of which Christendom had been deprived. 4
In this country, the first attempt to nataralize the
book of Psalms in rhyme was made by Tromas
SreawnoLp, who published en English metrical
version of thirty-seven Paalms in 1549: the re-
maining hundred and thirteen were translated at
different Hmes¥, by John Hopking, William Whitting-

* Montgomery's Chidstian Psalmist, p.v. The testimony
of the Younger Pliny,"who wes goveror of the provincss of

Pootus and in Adie 3 mihphrﬂntmhe'l:ﬂlﬂ&i

t-n-lniim'erm the Emperor A D 07,
mﬂlﬁg MH}'!,M"M]HEHIWEII-
H-im:lpg uu{umbul:]nm,
& to Gop: ° —" uaﬂhﬂm,q Do, dicere secum

inviggm.” Epist. lib. . Ep. 97.

+" Montgomery's Christian Peatnuist, pﬂ

 In 1551, Sternhold's thirty-seven Pnlm&mnpnhﬁnhaﬂ
with seven sdditional cnes, thmﬂﬂpﬁﬂh
English Protestants at Geneva ; md,tﬂntundtrptq
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ham, afterwards Dean of Dorham, and other eoad-
jutors. In 1562 appeared the first complete edition
of this version of the Psalms, now commooly de-
signated “ Tax Ovp Version ;" which, in 1562-63,
was authortatively introduced imto the service of
the Reformed Church of England, being sanctioned
both by the Crown snd by the Coovocation. #

Thus introduced, the version of Sternhold and his
associates became endeared to the people: and
though objections were made to it by Dr. Donne,
Dean of St Paul's, in the reign of James L, and
subsequently by Archhishop Ushert, yet it con-
tinued to retain its place in the services of the
Church of England. During the rebellion, indeed,
an attempt was made, in 1645, to supersede this
version by introducing the metrical version or para-
phrase of the Psalms, made by Francis Rouse, the
presbyterian provost of Eton College : but, though

_ dmnmﬂ:eyﬂm. with the addition of seven others by Wil-

y Bt that uma residing at Geneva, printed
d:hu'emIEE-E { Chrizstian Hemembrancer, June 1821, pp. 327,
398.) The fimt adLhmInf“Thmﬁ.uhE:-ukufPudmn,wl-
lected into English Metre, T: Sterohold, J. Hopkins, and
others,"” was published by Jobm Day, at Londen, in 156%, in
folio. Other metrical trasslaticns of the Psalms, entire or
partial, appesred shortly afler Steenbold’s wersion ; notices and
specimens of 'hidjmsiwnlniht'ﬂ.n. Drr. Cotton’s List of
Fditiohs of the Bible in English, &c. from 1505 to 18320,
PP 55, 56. 142146 1§7—16). '
* Rer. H. J. Todd's Observations on the Metrical Version
of the Psaltos, by Sternhold, Hopkins, and othess, pp. 39—42.
$+ EHH.TEH’IEEIMFMDEBEFHM P 14 16
Londoa, 1710,



