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PREFACE

URIES ago a great philosopher wrote: “When T
wag a child, T understood &s a child.” But it was
left for a later age, for Pestalozzi and Fribel, for
the psychologists of our own day, to discover how the
child "understood.” Upon this discovery is being builded
a new education.

The old axiom, “two bodies .eannot occupy the same space at
the same time,” is trme in the physical world; but in the mental
world, she who iz to touch the life of a child must put herself
in his place—munst see from his point of wview. For the time
her mode of thinking, the mode of the mature mind, must be
get aside. She is to think slong the same channel with the
mind of the child, whose life can be measuored in months—she
is to understand as a child.

Lingnists tell us they think in a foreign langunage. The task
of the lingmist is precisely the task of the teacher, She must
study the child’s langmage until she can think in it. In other
words, she must discover his mode of thought.

Have you ever been reminded how far away your thought
was from the child’s? A father said to his four-year-old
daughter: "I am going fto New York tomorrow, and then I am
goiﬁg acrosg the big ocean to Enrope.” She immediately asked :
"Shall you drive old Doll?” The father was thinking in his
world; the child in her own. 8She had never beem far from
home, and the one city that she had visited wes within driving
(v



vi PREFACE

distanee. Her question was a natural onme. Even if she had
traveled, she counld not grasp the thought of the miles to be
traversed, for a young child has little conception of distanee.

Question the first child (the reference is always to the young
child) you meet, and his answer will prove that miles and furlongs
‘mean nothing to him. Study his answers, and you will learn that
distance, express it a8 you will, does not interest him. The fact
that one city is so far from another adds nothing to the story.
The child's hero may travel, but how far he goes is no matter:
"Why did he go?” and "What happened’” are the questions in
point. It is mction the child craves, and the swifter event follows
event the better he likes it. ’

While his hero is “doing,” he is content—the “where” and
the "when” matter litfle to him. To be sure, he asks "When is
my birthday?” but the only Impression he receives from the
answer, "Months from now,” is that he has a long time to wait.
A mother, in trying to answer this very question, found she counld
give her child no conception of when his birthday would ecome
antil it was 20 near that, as he expressed it, "It’s two sleeps
and then it’s my birthday!” Why should we expeet a mind,
the life of which ecan be measnred in monthe, to catch the thought
of time as expressed in monthe and years? A child can have
as little conception of time as of distance,

The ehild bas mo past. His short life has contained only two
or three important events. Can he grasp, in their conneetion with
each other, the incidents in the history of a life or lives?! If a
long series of events are presented to him in story form (ome
event in & story), can he hold their connectiont At ‘the end of
the last story will he have & picture of the line of events? To
speak briefly, if it is the history of a life, or of a people, will
ke grasp it as a whole?
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Who cannot put his finger on the Bible stories that he loved
as a child?! They stand ont, one here and one there. Those
that pertain to echild-life appear the most vivid—the boyhood
gtories of Joseph and David. But what of those lives ns a
whole, the progress of events to the end?

Where is the man or the woman who, na a child, grasped the
thought of the long jonurney of the Children of Israel?! What
impression was left?! Now and then "a good story,” in that long
series of stories, left its picture; and that story is remembered
quite apart from the rest,

Not that the story of the Children of Israel shonld not be
told the young child, but it should be told as a whole. In a few
minutes the child ean hear of the few events that will most im-
pregs him in the journey of that Family of Children whom the
Father cared for. He can be told, in his own language, and
briefly, of the journey from start to finish. When the story is
thus presented the events will not only appear in their connection,
but he will gee in those events the loving care of the Father.

“Are the 'pood stories’ of the Children of Israel to be taken
from the young child?” some one asks. The plea is, not to take
away the stories, but to remove the burden of their chromological
connection. ‘Tell the stories, but let each be complete.

To select 8 good story and to tell it is art; but this is not
gll: if the story is to touch the life of the child it must bave
some connection therewith: its hero must be the embodiment of
some prineiple of right living that he can put inte practice; his
action must be such that the child can do likewise.

But, even when it is possible for him to imitate his hero,
the mind of a young child does not respond at first call. The
mother finds it takes time and patience to teach her child a single
truth. Should the teacher, who sees him once a week, expect more?
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If a truth, or principle, i3 to leave its impression it munst be
presented again and again; the first Sunday he ean do little
more than grasp the thought; the second, when he sees the same
principle represented in the action of a new hero, it will begin to
make an impression; on the third, when perhaps he recognizes it
in the life of the Christ, he may resolve to do likewise. Even
then he most be reminded again—and the reminding must be
so tactfully dome that he is entertained by it.

To do this, one must understand as a -ehild; and, looking into
the face of the four-year-old boy, say: " Thy way is my way."

I know & kindergartner who goes into the kindergarten room
when she prepares her work for the children. There the children
geem to be with her and she is with them, There their ways
are her ways as she plans for their work and their play.

Come with me into & room where there are children. Real
people are these. Their ways are not our. ways; but, as the
missionary must acquire a new language if he. is to tell. his pupils
the story of Jesus, so we must acquire the ways of this people if
we would possess the only means of touching: their lives, ...

Here, with the echildren around us, let us work together.
¥ some of the methods we take up. eeem strange .and new,
remember we are learning to think with the child, and to preserve
for him the ways of childhood.

In the preparation of the following lessous, I gratefully
acknowledge the aid of my eister, Lofe 5. Palmer, who has
not only been a co-worker, but has experienced many of the

lessong with the children.
F. U. P,



INTRODUCTION

N OFFERING the Leseons here presented, I would like
to direct attemtion to three points:

I. They are presented (with few exceptions) in story
form. The story selected may contain peveral truths; but,
as the child can grasp but one truth at a time, the
story is told mow for the purpose of pointing ome truth.
In other words, it has one point, and one only.

II, The h-qth is one that touches the daily life of the ehild;
that is, a story is told from & point of view that will bring it
within the child’s realm of thought and of action., For example,
the story of Noah is told, not in its historical connection, but because
the hero of the story was an obedient child of the Father.

TIT, Beveral stories relating to the same truth, or prineiple
of right living, are presented im a sequence. In other words,
the Lessons are presented under Topies,

In presenting these Lessons, the aim has been to give them in
the order that will make the strongest impression upon the echild-
mind, all historieal or chronological connections being set aside.

While each lesson has been prepared with these three points
in mind, yet the intention has been to make the lesson suggestive
rather than stercotyped. For example, in the "Point of Contact,”
or introduction, of each lesson, & line of thomght is suggested to
catch the attention of the child. At the same time the individ-
uality of the teacher is to be maiotained by leading the ehildren
along the sugpested line, in her own way, to the Lesson Story,
iz}




