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GENERAL GRANT.

Part L

I Aave heard it said, I know not with what
degree of truth, that while the sale in America
of General Grant's Personal Memoivs has pro-
duced three hundred thousand dollars for the
benefit of his widow and family, there have not
in England been sold of the book three hundred
copies. Certainly the book has had no wide
circulation here, it has not been much read or
much discussed. There are obvious reasons for
this. The book relates in great detail the mili»
tary history of the American Civil War, so far
as Grant bore part in it ; such a history cannot
possibly bave for other nations the interest
which it has for the United States themselves,
For the general reader outside of America, it
certainly cannot j as to the value and importance
of the history to the military specialist, that is
a question on which I hear very conflicting opin-
ions expressed, and one on which I myself can
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General Grand,

have, of course, no opinion to offer. So far as
the general European reader might still be at-
tracted to such a history, in spite of its military
details, for the sake of the importance of the
issucs at stake and of the personages engaged, we
in Europe have, it cannot be denied, in approach-
ing an American recital of the deeds of “the
greatest nation upon canI}," some apprehension
and mistrust to get over. | We may be pardoned
for doubting whether we shall in the recital find
measure, whether we shall find sobriety, Then,
too, General Grant, the central figure of these
Mcmnoirs, is not to the English imagination the
hero of the American Civil War ; the hero is
Lee, and of Lee the Memoirs tell us little
Moreover General Grant, when he was in Eng-
land, did not himself personally interest people
much. Later he fell in America into the hands
of financing speculators, and his cmbarrass-
ments, though they cxcited sorrow and compas-
sion, did not at all present themselves to us as
those of " a good man struggling with adversity.”
For all these reasons, then, the Personal Menoirs
have in England been received with coldness and
indifference.

I, too, had seen General Grant in England, and
did not find him interesting. If I said the truth,
1 should say that I thought him ordinary-looking,
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dull and silent. An expression of gentleness
and even sweetness in the eyes, which the por-
traits in the Memoirs show, escaped me A
strong, resolute, business-like man, who by pos-
session of unlimited resources in men and
money, and by the unsparing use of them, had
been enabled to wear down and exhaust the
strength of the South, this was what I supposed
Grant to be, this and little more.

Some documents published by General Badeau
in the American newspapers first attracted my
serious attention to Grant. Among those docu-
ments was a letter from him which showed quali-
ties for which, in the rapid and uncharitable view
which our cursory judgments of men so often
take, I had by no means given him credit. It
was the letter of a man with the virtue, rarc
everywhere, but more rare in America, perhaps,
than anywhere else, the virtue of being able to
confront and resist popular clamour, the civium
ardor prava jubentium. Public opinion seemed
in favour of a hard and insolent course, the au-
thoritics seemed putting pressure upon Grant to
make him follow it. Hc resisted with firmness
and dignity. After reading that letter I turned
to General Grant's Personal Memoirs, then just
published. ‘This man, I said to myself, deserves
respect and attention ; and I read the two bulky
volumes through.
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